Summary of Comments Received at Yakima, WA Public Meeting, 10/08/03

A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:  

· 1) inform the public about Forest Plan Revision and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.  

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to change with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?” 

The following is a summary of public comments expressed by the public during the meeting in answer to the above two questions.  The public comments are arranged in bold-faced categories. 

Recreation: Tremendous amount of recreation use occurs on the Wenatchee National Forest and this needs more specific attention and direction within the forest plan.  Make more lands available for recreation.  Want to keep Forest open to allow for camping anywhere.  Want to keep dispersed sites and do not want paved camping spots like the state parks.  We like things the way they are.  Don’t make too many changes.

Sanitation:  better enforcement of existing regulations and water quality standards is needed.  Want more dumpsters to help remove litter.  Sanitation in dispersed camping areas needs to be addressed.

Recreation Fees:  Fee campgrounds are becoming expensive.  Provide non-fee campground areas  especially for people with limited income.  Keep fees from increasing.  

Access/Infrastructure Address ATVs (quads) and open more trails?  Provide access to 4 wheel ATVs on Forest Service Roads and in the Rimrock Lake Area.  More roads not needed but need more motorized trails.  Devote more attention to the front country and provide more access to all kinds of recreation in the front country.  Plan for future use.  Need adequate number trail miles to accommodate the number of users.  Stop road building.

American Disabilities Act (ADA):  How will you deal with this law?  Include special needs for persons with disabilities in the Forest Plan.  

Maintenance:  better maintenance of roads, campgrounds, and trails is needed.  Allow chain saws in the wilderness for trail maintenance.  Interpretation of the Wilderness Act by the Forest Service prevents use of chain saws in the wilderness.

Roadless/Wilderness:  Any roadless areas next to the Wilderness should be added to the Wilderness area.
Summer Homes/Recreation Residences:  Forest Plan should note and reference that recreation residences are valuable uses of the National Forest and should be included in the Forest Plan.

Fire Risk:  Fire management should occur near urban interface and not wilderness.  Protect interface first.  Meeting participant agrees with thinning and controlled burns since this has worked for many years.  Maintain road access for fire.
Timber Harvest:  Harvest dead/dying trees.  Logging destroys.  It’s difficult to return the land to its original state.  Monitoring doesn’t appear to occur.

Mining is an important use of the National Forest. How do these mining special use permits get issued?  
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