Summary of Comments Received at Spokane, WA Public Meeting, 10-29-03

A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:  

· 1) inform the public about Forest Plan Revision and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.  

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to change with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?” 

The following is a summary of public comments expressed by the public during the meeting in answer to the above two questions.  The public comments are arranged in bold-faced categories.
Wilderness:  Meeting participant is against wilderness that some want because they say wilderness protects old growth.   His rationale is that these areas really are not old growth areas since they burn every 35 years and get “wiped out”.

Roadless areas and Wilderness:  Deal with potential roadless areas that could be designated as wilderness and that have never been designated as inventoried roadless areas.

Roadless:  designate a roadless management area.  

Recreation Access, Non-Motorized and Motorized Recreation Use:  

· Use closed roads for ATV use or 4x4 use.  Provide opportunities for both 4 wheel quads and motorcycles since needs of each are different.  

· Motorized and non-motorized recreation use is incompatible in the same area.  Segregate cross country skiers from snowmobilers for example.  Others disagree that motorized and non-motorized uses are incompatible for the same area. 

· Keep multi-use trails open to all users (horse, hiker, mountain bike, ORV users)

· Balance and provide amount of trail opportunities for motorized users and non-motorized users based on quality of experience.  (ex: 50 miles of motorized trails and 10 miles of hiking trail is an example of a balanced amount of trail being made available to each type of user to provide each user a quality experience.)

· Snowmobile use and cross country damage.  Sustain natural areas and prevent motorized use in certain natural areas.

· Provide recreation trail loop opportunities.

· Deal with whether roads should be closed.  Allow ORVs to use roads in summer and snowmobile use in the winter.  

· Keep jeep trails open.  Stop closing them.

· Preserve horse use and use of livestock to maintain rights of horse users and their heritage. 

· Need more winter recreation acreage on the National Forest.

Infrastructure and Maintenance: Address trail maintenance since all trails are poorly maintained.  Deal with upkeep and maintenance of roads.  Roads could be used for many different kinds of uses.  Plan recreation facilities (trails, parking areas) for maximum projected use and build to standards.  Trailheads and camp sites should be dispersed throughout the forest to provide good access and to reduce impacts.  Enforce reconstruction of trails after a timber sale is completed.  

Address Wildland Urban Interface.

Do better job of educating the public regarding location of recreation facilities on the ground, allowed public uses, explanation of land management found in the forest plan, needs of wildlife, and good stewardship techniques such as how to care for a meadow, etc.  This should all be done by better signing on the ground, kiosks, brochures, manuals, maps, and through personal contacts. 
Get younger people (generation x) involved in the plan revision process.  Educate Children how to act in the forest, not destroy it. 

Wildlife:  limit lower elevation winter wildlife areas to snowmobilers.  Keep snowmobilers out.  Reduce conflict between recreation use and T&E species.

Acknowledge that the amount of space in management areas and special use permit areas originally intended for a certain use continues to be limited as the world changes.
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