Summary of Comments Received at Cle Elum, Wa Public Meeting, 10/14/03

A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:  

· 1) inform the public about Forest Plan Revision and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.  

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to change with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?” 

The following is a summary of public comments expressed by the public during the meeting in answer to the above two questions.  The public comments are arranged in bold-faced categories.
Accountability of the Forest Service and its relationships with others:  Is the Forest Service following its own rules (CFRS and Forest Service Manual) with regard to timely processing of plan of operations.  The Forest Service should follow through on commitments and procedures.  Instead of adopting an adversarial attitude, the Forest Service should foster and encourage cooperation between itself and forest users.  The Forest Service should clarify its decision making and appeal process.  Standards and guidelines of the forest plan should be county-wide.  Get input from county and locally.
Fire Risk:  High fire danger exists on the whole forest.  Thinning around summer home tracts is needed to improve defensible space.  Thinning should be done on the whole forest to prevent fires.  Spruce budworm in the Teanaway needs management.  Urban interface areas such as Liberty and others should be addressed by the plan.  Will money be available?  Manage fire risk around structures.  How much is enough for wildlife?  Need to clean up the forest.  

Recreation Access:  Maintain access to all recreation types including motorize use.  Look at big picture on motorized and non-motorized use.  ATVs, non-street legal motorcycles, and 4 wheel drive vehicles need more trail loops, summer recreation areas, and legal use of unpaved Forest Service roads.  The Forest Service is closing existing roads and restricting access.  The Forest Service should increase recreation motorized access instead of decreasing it.  Motorized recreation is out of control.  Motorized used is driving out non-motorized users and causing impacts to wildlife.  Obliterate roads that are not used and “put them to bed”.  Biggest challenge is dealing with recreation to keep access but maintain natural resources.  Everyone should have access to public lands.
Teanaway Area:  Forest Service needs to manage ORVs and allow higher intensity of use.  There’s also increased traffic through the area to access the Alpine Lakes.  Some dispersed areas in the Teanaway are being overused causing the vegetation to die and hardening the ground.  Some areas are littered while in others, the users clean up after themselves.

Camping:  Need vendors (concessionaires) to patrol and keep an eye on camping area or close down campsites.  Also control dispersed camping-how bad does it have to be before it gets shut down or you build a new campground?

Winter recreation:  Present situation seems to work well.

Trail Maintenance:  Existing trails should be better maintained.  Example:  Windy Pass and N. Fork have deep erosion and needs to be controlled.  
Wilderness:  no more designation is necessary.  

Wildlife:  Meet grizzly bear habitat and recovery.  Want protection of wildlife.  

Privatize roads, trails, and campgrounds similar to concessionaire permits. 

Implementation of firewood permits seems to be inconsistently applied when dealing with permit holders, campers, and summer home permit holders. 
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