Complete Notes for Public Meeting Held in Yakima, WA, 10-08-03

A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:  

· 1) inform the public about Forest Plan Revision and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.  

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to change with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?”
The following are complete public comments captured on flip charts by the Forest Service at the public meeting.  In addition, meeting notes taken by the Forest Service are included.  
Flip Chart Notes

What’s Broke with the Forest Plan?

1. More lands available for recreation.

2. Address ATV (quads) Opening more trails?  Access to Forest Service road use?

3. Why are there so many people involved in the Forest Plan. a. who have never been in the Forest?  Both agency and public.
4. STOP Road Building!

5. Not more roads, but more trails, motorized.

6. How do you deal with this ADA act?

7. Any road less area next to the wilderness should be added to the wilderness area.

8. Move forward with wild and scenic. 

a. Who is responsible for designating a wild and scenic area?

9. Fire management should be near urban interface and not wilderness.

a. Start where it is needed.

b. Protect interface first.

10. Give managers flexibility.

11. Fix the budgetary process so regular program funds are not averted to fight fires.

12. What percent of the forest is Wilderness?

13. How many new endangered species are there and what effect will they have on the new plan?

14. How do special permits get issued?  (special uses)

a. How about mining?

15. Sanitation?                                                                                                                   

a. Water quality standards.

16. Better enforcement of existing regulations.

17. Agree with thinning and controlled burns ….has worked for many years.

18. Better maintenance.

a. Roads and especially campgrounds

19. Would like to see NO drinks or smoking – litter left.

20. Remove flagging left in the trees and add “remove by “date.

21. Like more dumpers to help remove litter.

22. Do not want NF be like Sate Parks with designated paved camping slots – want to keep dispersed sites. 

23. Want to keep open forest to allow for camping any where.

24. Need adequate number of miles of trails to accommodate the number of users.  Plan for future use.

25. Require permit to build hard sided hunting structure.

What is Broke?

Roadless

Acquired Lands
26. Special Use Permits

   a. Plans                                                                                  b. Fees

            Summer home use needs to be supported in plan.

ATV use                                              Roadless

     27. Harvest                                           Recreation    fees

     28.  Dispersed Camping- how will we move forward?

      29. Historical Resources Protection.

      30. Maintaining Access

      31. General Maintenance-priorities-volunteers.

      32. Dispersed Recreation

      33. Sanitation

      34. More control

      35. Supervision

      36. Litter

      37. River edge use

      38. Volunteers….Trail Park Pass

      39. Dispersed Standards.

      40. Fire Management

      41. Maintain road access for fire

      42.  Deal with spruce budworm, dying fir and tamarack

      43.  Harvest dead/dying trees.

      44.  Logging destroys (difficult to return to original state) monitoring doesn’t appear         to occur. 

      45. Regarding recreation residences and special uses, Forest Plan should at least note and reference that recreation residences are valuable uses of the National Forest.  Recreational residencies should be included in Forest Plan

      46. Maintenance of trails in front country and back country.  Maintaining trails to level appropriate for all users.  Interpretation of Wilderness Act by Forest Service prevents use of chain saws in Wilderness. Want to use chain saws in wilderness for trail maintenance.

     47.  Tremendous amount of recreation use and on Wenatchee National Forest.  Needs more specific attention in forest. 

     48.  Plan for these activities.  Forest Plan should provide more specific specific direction. 

     49.  Devote more attention for front country.  Provide more access to all kinds of recreation in front country.

      50.Include special needs for persons with disabilities in Forest Plan.

      51.  Allow use of 4 wheel ATV on forest service roads (Rimrock Lack Area)

      52.  Fee campgrounds are becoming expensive.  Especially for limited income people, like young families.  

      53.  Create more non fee campground areas.

      54.  Keep fees from increasing.

      55.  Do more natural management of forest.  Don’t intervene as much.  Example:  spruce budworm.

Meeting Notes
10/8/03 Forest Plan Revision Public Meeting Notes

Red Lion Yakima Gateway Hotel, Yakima, WA  

7-8:30 P.M.

23 members of the public attended.  A separate hard copy sign up sheet accompanies this document.  

Randy Shepard, Naches R.D. District Ranger introduced the meeting.  Randy pointed out that the Wenatchee N.F. Forest Plan was last completed in 1990.  Forest Plan Revision is required every 10-15 years.

Rick Acosta shared the planned agenda for the evening and said that he would facilitate the meeting.  Rick said that the main purpose of the meeting was for the Forest Service to listen to members of the public so that we can understand what the public wants to change in current forest plans.  The agenda indicated that there would be a 15 minute presentation to describe/introduce how forest plan revision will occur and what it will deal with.  Then the vast majority of the time would be spent on asking members of the public to answer the following two questions:  What do you think about the issues already identified and what do you think should be fixed in the Forest Plan?

As the meeting progressed, these questions were refined to:  What do you think needs to change in the current Forest Plan and what do you think needs to change with current management of the National Forest?

Margaret Hartzell gave a 15 minute Power point presentation.  She explained that the Wenatchee, Okanogan, and the Colville National Forests will all have their forest plans revised at the same time by the same team based out of Okanogan, WA.  

Margaret explained the Proposed Planning Rule and explained that it’s anticipated that the planning rule will be approved this fall. 

Margaret explained that it’s important to involve the public during plan revision and that there will be opportunities for frequent participation in the next 3-4 years.  Margaret asked the attendees of the meeting to familiarize themselves with the current plan.  She suggested that everyone look at the forest plan to see what is working and what isn’t.  She pointed out that we will be working on what is not working.  

During Plan Revision, Margaret said that we have to look at/evaluate additions to  Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers.  

We’re dealing with change during forest plan revision.  Since plans were implemented many changes have occurred.  Operating rules have changed. ie:  recreation type/uses have changed; more and different kinds of recreation has occurred; recreation use has grown.  More wildlife species have been listed as threatened and endangered.  Changes in vegetation have also occurred.  Timber has not been harvested as planned.  Dominant species of tree and other vegetation has changed. Ecological and political situations have 

also changed.  Active wildfires occurred on the Okanogan and Wenatchee beginning this year in July and are still burning in some areas of the forest.  We also have changes in how we deal with fires.  2006 is the target date for final document.

Comments or Questions were solicited from the public.  They follow along with answers or other comments from the Forest Service.

Forest Plans are available on cd, or electronically on the web site.  Html or pdf versions can currently be downloaded.  

Comment:  Forest Plan is hard to find on the web site.  Put it on the front (home page).  It’s also very long (400 pages).

Question:  How to identify what’s not working with forest plan?

Answer:  We can not change a standard.  People will be directed to the Law.  Broadly, look at area where an activity can be allowed in one management area and not another.  Only certain things are within the decision space of the Forest Service.  

Comment:  This needs to be defined for people who are new to the process.

Question:  Who is the author of land management plans-internal or external?  

Answer:  Team consists of all Forest Service employees…..may need to hire a contractor.  Team to use ideas of the public and other Forest Service employees during revision. 

Question:  How about smaller working groups at each ranger district?

Answer:  This is not a vote!

Question:  What effect will it have if the NW Forest Plan gets changed by this current administration? 

Answer:  If this happened, it would be dealt with through the plan revision process.

Question:  Should we be looking at the NW Forest Plan?

Answer:  A lot in the Forest Plan was not changed by the NW Forest Plan.

In addition to separate document containing Flip Chart notes/comments from this meeting, the following were captured.  Following are some issues which surfaced at the meeting about what is broken with the current forest plan.

Roadless Areas

Blue Slide

Access  

Acquired lands

Summer Homes/Special Use Permits:  what are plans for cabins?  Regarding fees (national policy…no control)  Positive support of summer homes on National Forest needs to be reflected in the Forest Plans.

ATV Uses

Recreation Fees

Concessionaire vs. Forest Service

We like things the way they are…..don’t make too many changes.

General maintenance need to occur/be improved.

Sanitation in dispersed camping areas needs to be addressed.

Deal with garbage and litter.

Volunteers and hosts need to help.

Fire management

Allow chainsaws in the wilderness.

Need more natural management and not so much intervention.

This meeting was a good non-confrontational way to get public input.
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