Complete Notes for Public Meeting Held in Colville, WA, 10-30-03


A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:  

· 1) inform the public about Forest Plan Revision and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.  

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to change with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?”
The following are complete public comments captured on flip charts by the Forest Service at the public meeting.  In addition, meeting notes taken by the Forest Service are included.  

Flip Chart Notes

Forest Plan Revision Colville Public Meeting,

Flip Chart Notes—Comments from the Public

Date:  10-30-03

1. Need to discuss wild land urban interface in the plan, ie. California fires

2. How is everyone going to work together (ie. FS, county, private)?

3. Will you define urban interface in the plan?

4. Harvest rates (1988) current plan not activated on the ground

5. ORV use on private and federal land, need to open places on the forest.  Need to develop trails.

6. Designate different trail for different uses (multiple-use trails)

7. Individual trails for single/designated use.

8. Maintain forest health in Wilderness Areas.  

9. Need flexible plan to fix some problems in Wilderness

10. Allow salvage in some scenic areas

11. Winter recreation would like MA’s to be removed specify scenic, etc.  Have their own space.  Left over areas have Forest determine use.  Skis areas need management areas expanded.

12. Management consideration to wildlife

13. Plan specify critical habitat.

14. Maintain forest health in every management area in Colville NF

15. Wildlife (lynx) more adaptable than we know

16. If there is not a known presence of an animal, are you still required to manage for the habitat?

17. The plan needs to address access, ie. Parking areas, near trails, roads

18. Major trail routes provide initial access

19. Recreation strategy will it be part of the plan?  Look at these, (water, wsl to look at?)

20. Does plan include mandatory interface with private, public, state people to coordinate, work collaboration (direction, ie. laws (and can’t read abbrev.) what effects happen to other.

21. Bump management areas into geographic locations.

22. Change management consideration in livestock grazing (effects of streambank, riparian, erosion.

23. Management areas emphasize on predators, should be identified, like deer?

24. Economic factor needs to be a major part of plan, part of 3-legged stool- management areas need to address economics.

25. Economics used in extractive, ie.  timber, mining, grazing

26. Need to discuss overall situation or standards, ie. endangered species.  Is there a time that we should give up in restoring species, if 10 years goes by we should give up.  Examples caribou and grizzly bear.  20 plus years is too long to try to reintroduce or restore.

27. See more resource base for salvage logging to reduce catastrophic fires- after a fire, process of salvage takes too long and wood becomes checked. Mill cannot use.

28. Map of old growth and know where it is, define what OG is, develop definition.

29. No standard for old growth, the trees here become beetle feed after a long period of time.   Is there a number of years when the forest is old growth and then isn’t any longer?  Trees are a renewable resource.

30.  There are two types of old growth.  Olympic (moss, hemlock, big cedar) Alpine (lodgepole, etc.) (stagnant)   Different veg types are more suited to being old growth.  Old growth is dependent upon age, size and location.  

31. Old growth dependent upon other forest components, old growth is an ecosystem condition.  Resolve this.

32. Does the definition apply to just trees or whole ecosystems?  

33. Forest classifies old growth, as trees over 21 inches, where did this size come from?  (Screens from ICEBMP, restrictions on cutting, indicators of old growth).

34. What do we do with catastrophic wildfires?  Injunctions to stop harvest of forests at risk to fire.  We must find common, ground to allow selective logging treatment of these stands.

35. Over emphasis  on noxious weeds, they are a sign that something has been done wrong elsewhere- overblown problem don’t attack w/ chemicals.

36. Over emphasis will, why is it solely the governments responsibility to protect private land/homes and clean up after people who want to live the woods.

37. Forest Service makes defacto wilderness by designating areas non-motorized , this must stop.

38. In the revision process there is an opportunity to consider adding to inventoried roadless areas missed during RAREII process.

39. Problem with what we define as roadless areas.  Some roadless areas have roads in them.  Roads provide access for elderly and handicapped.

40. Wild Skies initiative act, where will we come up with the money to buy the area?   Economic analysis shows tourism ranking higher than timber.  How?

41. Wildland urban interface- develop a new management area that address these conditions, and management projects.

42. Where trees area at makes a difference.

43. Fish and Wildlife and National Marine Fisheries Service consultation do not come to these meetings to meet with the public.

44. KF/Ranger   District considered north half of Colville Reservation.  Trust responsibility mandated by federal law- not done in the past.  

45. Concentrated recreation use is caused by restrictions on areas.

Meeting Notes

- Public Meeting -
Colville, and the Okanogan and Wenatchee Forest Plans Revision
Spokane Community Colleges, Colville Campus
Colville, Washington

Thursday, October 30, 2003
Comments about Presentation:

I don’t know what old growth is.  Some feel that if you can’t get your arms around a tree, it is old growth.  I find this ridiculous.  

We haven’t arrived at a standardized definition of old growth.  There are many definitions of old growth that differ between areas and these definitions must be evaluated and standardized scientifically.

The presentation should include information about what the Forest Service has control over and what it has none.  There is a lot of discussion about administrative processes and laws or regulations in the small groups.  Clarifying what can be changed in the revision processes during the presentation will help discussion groups focus on those things that can be changed or revised.

I hope when this is all over, every little community that relies on the forests and are affected by the decisions will be considered for the economic impacts.

Will this information from our discussions tonight go into the “need for change” documentation?

Yes, this information will be summarized and presented in the revised plans and will be put into a report that tells what will be “fixed” in the plans.  This will be a formal document (to be produced this winter).
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