1985 and 2005 Planning Rules

Comparison of Timber Definitions

	1985 Planning Rule
	2005 Planning Rule



	Long-Termed Sustained Yield Capacity

	The highest uniform wood yield from lands being managed for timber production that may be sustained under a specified management intensity consistent with multiple-use objectives. (36 CFR 219.3)
	The highest uniform wood yield that may be sustained under specified management intensities consistent with multiple-use objectives after stands have reached desired conditions.  (FSH 1909.12 Ch. 60)

	Allowable Sale Quantity

	The quantity of timber that may be sold from the area of suitable land covered by the Forest Plan for a time period specified by the plan. This quantity is usually expressed on an annual basis as the average annual allowable sale quantity. (36 CFR 219.3)
	No longer defined



	Suitability

	The appropriateness of applying certain resource management practices to a particular area of land, as determined by an analysis of the economic and environmental consequences and the alternative uses foregone. A unit of land may be suitable for a variety of individual or combined management practices. 
(36 CFR 219.3)


	The appropriateness of a particular area of land for applying certain resource management practices, as determined by an analysis of the existing resource condition and the social, economic, and environmental consequences and the alternative uses foregone. A unit of land may be suitable for a variety of individual or combined management practices.  
(FSH 1909.12 Ch. 60)

	Timber Production

	The purposeful growing, tending, harvesting, and regeneration of regulated crops of trees to be cut into logs, bolts, or other round sections for industrial or consumer use. For planning purposes, the term “timber production” does not include the production of fuelwood. (36 CFR 219.3)
	The purposeful growing, tending, harvesting, and regeneration of regulated crops of trees to be cut into logs, bolts, or other round sections for industrial or consumer use. In addition, managing land to provide commercial timber products on a regulated basis with planned, scheduled entries.  (FSH 1909.12 Ch. 60)

	Timber Harvest

	
	The removal of trees for wood fiber use and other multiple use purposes.  (FSH 1909.12 Ch. 60)

	Lands Generally Suited for Timber Harvest

	
	These lands include: a) Lands where timber production is compatible with the achievement of desired conditions and objectives established by the plan, and b) Other lands where salvage sales or other harvest necessary for multiple-use objectives other than timber production may take place.  (FSH 1909.12 Ch. 60)


	1985 Planning Rule
	2005 Planning Rule



	Suitable for Timber Production

	Commercial forest land identified as appropriate for timber production in the Forest planning process.


	Forest land for which timber production is a management objective. These are lands where: a) Statute, Executive order, or regulation does not prohibit timber production on the land; or the Secretary of Agriculture or the Chief of the Forest Service have not withdrawn the land from timber production; b) the land is forest land; c) timber production would be compatible with the achievement of desired conditions and objectives established by the plan for those lands; or d.) timber is generally suitable for harvest.  
(FSH 1909.12 Ch. 60)

	Timber Sale Program Quantity (TPSQ)

	
	The estimated output of timber from the plan area. The estimate is displayed as an average annual cubic foot output for a decade. It includes projected outputs from lands generally suitable for timber harvest. The projected timber outputs reflect past and projected budget levels and organizational capacity to achieve desired conditions and objectives in the plan.  
(FSH 1909.12 Ch. 60)

	Condition Class

	
	Condition class is a useful measure of the sustainability of forests. It uses forest density and structure to indicate deviation from historic fire regimes.  Greater deviations imply a smaller chance of sustaining the forest.  Condition class 1 indicates the vegetation is still representative of the historic fire regime. Condition class 2 indicates at least one fire return period has been missed because of the effects of fire suppression. Condition class 3 implies that two or more return periods have been missed.

	Sustained Yield of Products and Services

	The achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high-level annual or regular periodic output of the various renewable resources of the National Forest System without impairment of the productivity of the land. 
(36 CFR 219.3)
	No longer defined

	Unregulated Timber Management

	Timber cut from those lands that are not organized to provide sustained yields of timber.
	No longer defined
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