
New 10-Year Appraisals for Recreation Residence 
 
 
Issue:  Base cabin user fees for 102 recreation residences located at Diamond Lake will 

increase 50 percent because of a new appraisal required by the Cabin User Fee Fairness 
Act (CUFFA) of 2000.  

 
Background: 

 The use of national forest land for summer cabins was promoted early in the last century to 
encourage recreational use of National Forests-an idea that, at the time, was very new.  

 Recreation Residence uses are one of the largest single type of special uses authorized on 
National Forest System lands.   

 There are approximately 14,000 recreation residences authorizations on NFS lands; 
California with the largest concentration, and the Pacific Northwest Region (OR & WA) 
with the second largest concentration of cabins (approximately 2800).  

 The Cabin User Fee Fairness Act (CUFFA) of 2000 defines the manner in which the Forest 
Service appraises and sets fees for recreation residence permits. 

 CUFFA provides a nationally consistent fee structure based on local market information 
and, at the same time, provides a fair return to the citizens of the United States for the use 
of national forest land.  

 CUFFA sets recreation residence fees at 5 percent of the appraised value of the lot, 
determined at least once every 10 years, which reflects both the terms and conditions of the 
permit and fair returns for privileged use of public land.   

 Fees are paid to the Treasury; 25 percent of fees are, in turn, paid by the Treasury to the 
states for schools and roads.  

 2008 fees nationally were approximately $14 million.  With the implementation of 
CUFFA, fees are expected to exceed $40 million.   

 CUFFA allows the permit holders time to review and request second appraisals.  

 The land is appraised, not their personal property, like cabins, outbuildings, etc.  
 
Opportunities: 

 Permit holders may request a copy of their appraisal report and supporting documentation 
associated with the typical lot upon which the holder’s fee is based.   

 Permit holders may accept or request a reconsideration of a second appraisal at their cost. 
    

Stakeholders: 
 National Forest Homeowners Association 
 Diamond Lake Homeowners Association   

 
 Contact Person:  Robin A. Duarte, Realty Specialist (541) 957-3295 or rduarte@fs.fed.us 
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