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CAMP FIREWOOD - BURN LOCAL

As you head out to hunting camp this year, the states of Wash-
ington, Idaho, and Oregon want you to think about protecting your
favorite outdoor haunts by not moving firewood.

This tri-state effort is encouraging recreationists
to leave their firewood at home and burn local
or heat treated firewood. I

Firewood is a high-risk vector for wood-
boring insects, such as emerald ash borer and Asian longhorned beetle,
two species responsible for widespread defoliation of forests in midwest
and eastern states that now threaten millions of forested acres in the west.
Insects and diseases can’t move far on their own, but when people move
infested firewood they can jump hundreds of miles. New infestations destroy
our forests, property values, and cost huge sums of money to control.

Outreach and education programs have been launched in most states,
and a national website (http.//www.dontmovefirewood.org/) provides excel-
lent information on not moving firewood. This is one invasive species issue
where literally everyone can make a difference.

Firewood for campfires on National Forest lands is free. A woodcutting
permit is not necessary when collecting firewood for your campfire. Howev-
er, if the wood is being gathered for home use, you will need to purchase a
woodcutting permit and follow the conditions and regulations associated with
firewood cutting in that area.

Campers should use only dead wood for campfires and utilize down wood
when available. Remember, never leave a campfire unattended, even a
warming fire. It's not only dangerous; it's against the law.

Check to see if there are current public-use restrictions prohibiting the use
of chainsaws and campfires. To obtain the current public-use restrictions, call:

Umatilla National Forest
1-877-958-9663

Marijuana - A Growing Problem

Know what to do if you encounter a marijuana cultivation site!

Marijuana grows are typically active in the national forests from May
through the end of October, so its important to be aware of your surround-
ings during hunting season. Watch for clues that you may have come across
a marijuana cultivation site, such as:

* The smell of marijuana, especially on hot days, is like a skunk.
Hoses or drip lines located in unusual or unexpected places
A well-used trail where there shouldn’t be one
Voices coming from an unusual place
People standing along roads without vehicles present, orin
areas where loitering appears unusual

» Camps containing cooking and sleeping areas with food

» A supply of small propane bottles (so that the grower avoids

detection of wood smoke)

» Fertilizer, weapons, garbage, rat poison, dead animals

* Individuals armed with rifles out of hunting season

If you become aware that you have encountered a cultivation site, or
have encountered any of the above situations, immediately reduce the threat
by leaving the area. Leave the way you came in, and make as little noise as
possible.

As soon as possible, contact your nearest Forest Service law enforce-
ment officer or Sheriff's Office and report as much detail about the location
and incident as you can recall.

Certified Weed-Free
Feed Required on
National Forests

As part of a larger effort to reduce in-
vasive species on national forest lands,
weed-free feed is now required of those
using all national forest lands.

Livestock owners and others will be
required to use feed that is either com-
mercially processed feed or crop prod-
ucts certified to be free of weed seeds.

The new requirement states that all
hay, cubed hay, straw, mulch, and other
such products used or stored on national
forest lands be state certified as weed
free. Crop products often contain seeds
of non-native weeds that germinate on
public lands and damage their health
and beauty. Non-native weeds such as
leafy spurge, spotted knapweed, purple
loosestrife, and others are alien to the
United States and have no natural en-
emies to check their spread.

Oregon and Washington have
recently developed certification pro-
cesses for crop products. Hay fields are
inspected to ensure that listed noxious
weed seeds are absent. Once a field
passes this inspection, hay and other
crop products from the field are labeled
as “certified weed-free.” The use of
commercially processed feed, such as
pellets and steamed rolled grains, is
allowed and should be used if certified
hay products are not available.

For more information on where to
purchase weed-free feed, visit:

Oregon: http://egov.oregon.gov/ODA/
CID/weed_free forage.shtml

Washington: http://www.nwch.wa.gov/
WWHAM/WWHAM _suppliers.htm

Idaho: hittp://www.agri.state.id.us/Cat-
egories/Plantsinsects/NoxiousWeeds/
nwifs.php
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Fall Prescribed Burning Could
Impact Some Hunters

Hunters can expect to encounter prescribed burning activi-
ties this fall and need to be cautious when hunting or camping
near a prescribed fire treatment area.

Prescribed burning is highly dependant on weather condi-
tions. Fall and spring weather provide the best conditions for
prescribed burning: moist soil, dry material and cooler temper-
atures. Conditions have to be within a narrow window in order
to use prescribed fire. Wind speed and direction, tempera-
tures, relative humidity, and fuel moistures are all taken into
consideration.

Prescribed burns are used to achieve several goals. Most
often the goal is to reduce the risk of intense wildfire by reduc-
ing dead fuel accumulation. Experience has shown that, in
areas where prescribed burning has taken place, wildfires are
more likely to stay in the surface fuels, close to the ground,
and out of the tree crowns. Prescribed burning is also used to
significantly lower the risks that wildland fires represent to local
communities..

All prescribed burning will comply with federal, state, and
local air quality and smoke dispersal guidelines to reduce the
impacts of smoke on forest visitors and local residents. Pre-
scribed burning should be completed by the end of November.
Maps of the proposed prescribed burns will be posted on the
Umatilla National Forest website www.fs.fed.us/r6/uma or at
any forest office.

Please Be Careful With
Warming Fires

Wise hunters know that wildfires can be very damaging to
resources and destroy improvements, yet each year forest and
range fires are started by the careless acts of some hunters.

Please be careful with campfires, warming fires, and cigarettes.
Fall mornings may be quite cold, but the woods are still dry.

If warming fires are allowed where you hunt, prepare your fire
site by scraping away all litter, duff, and other burnable mate-
rial within a ten-foot circle. Build fires away from overhanging
branches, steep slopes, rotten stumps or logs, dry grasses and
leaves. Pile firewood away from the fire.

Fires should be small and surrounded by a rock campfire
ring. You should also have an ax, shovel, and bucket of water
within easy reach. To put the fire out, let it die down, remove
rock ring and using a stick, mix the coals with dirt until it's cool
enough to touch with your bare hand. Feel each burned piece
to make sure it's dead out.

Remember, it is illegal to leave any fire unattended. If you
are found guilty of starting a range or
forest wildfire, you can be assessed for
damages and fire suppression costs.

Recognition of fire danger by hunt-
ers is important. Public assistance in
spotting forest fires is also appreciated.
Wildfires should be reported to any For-

est Service or State Forestry Office.

Use Caution When Entering
Past Wildfire Areas

Fire is part of a natural process that has shaped,
and will continue to shape your national forests. If
you are hunting in or near an area previously burned
by a wildfire or a prescribed burning project, be
aware of these hazards before entering the area:

¢ Weakened snags or trees that may fall
¢ Re-ignition of fire

¢ Rolling material such as rocks or logs
e Heavy smoke and limited visibility

e Holes from burned out stumps

To avoid these hazards, it is best to plan ahead
and take appropriate safety precautions which may
include changing your travel plans.

Campfire Safety
Checklist

i

. Check to see if campfires are permitted
in the area.

. Build fires away from overhanging
branches, steep slopes, rotting stumps
or logs, dry grass and leaves.

. Keep plenty of water handy and have
a shovel available.

. If not using an established fire ring,
fireplace or stove, scrape away litter,
duff and any other burnable material
within 10 feet of the fire.

. Keep fires small. Many people believe
that big, roaring fires are best. Small
fires with good coal beds are actually
better for cooking and warming.

. Never leave a campfire unattended.
Even a small breeze can cause a fire to
spread out of control.

. Make sure your campfire is completely
out before leaving the area. Drown it
with water, stir, and check the fire for
any remaining embers. Feel all the
material with your bare hands.

. Do not bury hot coals. They can smol-
der undetected and cause a fire later.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS ELK INITIATIVE
CELEBRATES 20TH ANNIVERSARY

by Mark Henjum BMEI Coordinator

March of 2011 will mark the 20th
year that the Blue Mountains Elk
Initiative (BMEI) and its Partners and
Cooperators have been initiating and
supporting projects to improve and
enhance elk habitat across the Blue
Mountains.

BMEI is a federal, private, state
and tribal partnership to manage
elk in the Blue Mountains of Oregon
and Washington. Formed in 1991by
the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife (ODFW), U.S. Forest Service
(USFS), Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife (WDFW), and the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF),
BMEI is recognized as the first elk-
related Initiative in the nation.

As many hunters know, this
mountain range supports one of the
largest free-roaming elk herds in the
Western US. Biologists estimate that
over 50,000 elk call the Blue Mountains
home.

The goals of the BMEI are guided
by the plans, needs, and goals of state
and federal natural resource agencies,
private landowners, tribal governments,
sportsmen, conservation groups, and
the latest elk research and manage-
ment information. BMEI and its Coop-
erators strive to improve management
of elk and elk habitat through funding
on the ground projects that benefit elk
and other wildlife.

Projects such as noxious weed
control, juniper removal, winter range
improvements, forage enhancement,
prescribed fire, aspen restoration,

water developments, salting sites,
riparian enhancements, and vehicle
access management have been
implemented across the Blues on both
public, private and Tribal lands. BMEI
has also supported important elk re-
search conducted at the USFS Starkey
Experimental Forest and Range near
LaGrande, and studies of free-roaming
elk in both Oregon and Washington.

Financial support for BMEI has
been growing with the addition of new
partners and continued support from
long-time partners. Since 2007, The
Oregon Access and Habitat Board and
the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion have committed $380,000 to sup-
port BMEI projects in Oregon. Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) Proj-
ect Advisory Committees in Oregon
and Washington have consistently sup-
ported BMEI projects at a high level.
Since 1991, RMEF has committed
$1.4 million to BMEI to support nearly
200 elk projects in Oregon and Wash-
ington.

Together, in just 20 years, BMEI
partners and cooperators have initiated
over 350 projects and contributed over
$6 million to improve habitat for elk
and other wildlife in the Blue Moun-
tains. Elk hunters and RMEF mem-
bers can be proud of their contributions
to this successful Initiative. For more
information, please contact Mark Hen-
jum, Umatilla National S
Forest Wildiife Biolo- b
gist (541) 287-3814. Bine Monntains ik

Wolves

Wolf from Wenaha Pack
Radio-Collared
and Released in NE Oregon

A two-year old male gray wolf
belonging to Oregon’s Wenaha wolf
pack was captured, radio-collared and
released on Aug. 4. This is the first wolf
in the Wenaha pack to be collared and
will allow biologists to track the pack,
make a more accurate population
estimate, monitor breeding activity and
collar other wolves in the pack.

The capture of the wolf was a
collaborative effort between ODFW,
Umatilla National Forest and the
Pacific Northwest Region of the US
Forest Service. The 97-pound wolf was
in good condition.

“This is an important milestone in
monitoring the Wenaha pack,” said
Russ Morgan, ODFW Wolf Coordina-
tor. “Now, we’ll be able to determine
specific use areas of this pack, pack
numbers and pup production.” The
Wenaha pack has an estimated four
adult wolves. On Aug. 20, two pups
were trapped and released, confirming
the pack produced pups this year.

Although this is the first wolf from
the pack to be collared, ODFW has
been monitoring the pack since 2006.

The Wenaha wolf pack is one of
two known packs in Oregon. The other,
the Imnaha pack, has three radio-
collared wolves. On July 3, 2010, a trail
camera caught images of six adults in
the Imnaha pack, including the alpha
female, and four new pups. The alpha
male, was photographed on Aug., 11.

More information on wolves and
wolf management in Oregon is avail-
able on the website:
www.dfw.state.or.us/wolves/.

o,
Umatilla National Forest Biologist Mark
Henjum fits a new radio collar to the wolf
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SE Washington and NE Oregon Big Game Hunting Forcasts For 2010

Southeast Washington: for more information visit: http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/prospects/

Deer: Mule deer and white-tailed deer populations have declined over the last several years due to lower fawn survival for
mule deer, and EHD outbreaks in localized white-tailed deer populations. Mule deer populations appear to have stabilized
along the breaks of the Snake River and in the lowlands. Mule deer populations in the mountains are still depressed, and
hunters will find fairly low success rates in mountain units. Although white-tailed deer populations have declined in local-
ized areas, the population is still strong and will offer excellent hunting opportunity. The foothills of the Blue Mtns. and river
bottoms hold the largest concentrations of white-tailed deer. Much of the foothill lands are in private ownership, so seek
permission before hunting on private land.

Elk: Elk populations are doing well and have increased over the last few years, with most sub-herd populations at or near
management objective. Calf survival has improved in recent years, but is still 15% below optimum levels, which does have
a negative impact on the number of spike bulls available for harvest. The Wenaha sub-herd still remains well below histor-
ic population levels, which hurts overall hunting opportunity in the Blue Mountains. Hunters can expect hunting conditions
to be similar to previous years. Hunters lucky enough to draw the “any bull” permit will find excellent hunting opportunity

in 2010. Mild weather conditions this winter and excellent rainfall during the spring and early summer have provided for
optimum antler growth. Several bulls scoring over 400 BC have been observed in the Blues, so bull permit holders should
find excellent hunting opportunity this fall.

Black Bear: Black bear populations remain strong in the Blue Mountains. Fires in 2005 and 2006 have created numerous
huckleberry patches in the fire zones. Hunters wishing to hunt bear in the mountains should focus on huckleberry patches
and Mountain Ash thickets where bears feed on berries. Also, using predator calls has proven to be a fairly effective tech-
nique in recent years, however, be vigilant and very observant when using predator calls to attract bears. At lower eleva-
tions, look for black berry patches or abandoned orchards, as bears will focus foraging activities in these areas. Much

of the land at lower elevations is privately owned, so be sure to seek permission from the landowner before hunting on
private land.

Northeast Oregon: for more information visit: www.dfw.state.or.us/RR/hunting_forecast/fall_forcast.asp

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Please contact any of the following offices:

Washington Dept. of
Fish &Wildlife - Region 1
8702 North Division St.
Spokane, WA 99218
(509) 456-4082
www.wa.gov/wdfw

Deer: Hunting should be average. The winter was dry, but
was followed by an extremely wet spring. Conditions were
favorable when fawning occurred and deer came through to
mid summer in excellent condition. Ukiah and Walla Walla
are good places to get a buck as numbers are good. West
Mt Emily has the bigger bucks. Deer in Heppner are stable to
slightly increasing and buck ratios are good. While deer con-
tinue to persist in good numbers in the Blue Mountains, the
deer factory that was the Tower Fire (Ukiah unit) is coming to
an end; populations are shrinking naturally along with forage.

Umatilla National Forest
Supervisor’s Office
2517 S.W. Hailey Avenue
Pendleton, OR 97801
(541) 278-3716
www.fs.fed.us/r6/uma/

Heppner Ranger District
P.O. Box 7, 117 Main
Heppner, OR 97836
(541) 676-9187

North Fork John Day
Ranger District

P.O. Box 158, HWY 244
Ukiah, OR 97880
(541) 427-3231

Oregon State

Dept. of Forestry
1055 Airport Road
Pendleton, OR 97801
(541)-276-3491
www.odf.state.or.us

Elk: Mt Emily and Walla Walla continue to offer very high
quality branch bull hunting for those hunters lucky enough to
have a tag. However, it will be a tough year for spike hunters
in the Walla Walla, Mt. Emily, and Ukiah Units due to what bi-
ologists believe is continued high predation. Roadless areas
in the North Fork John Day Wilderness and Desolation areas
are good places to big game hunt. Heppner is a bright spot;
calf ratios are up.

Oregon Dept. of
Fish & Wildlife
Northeast Region
107 20th Street

La Grande, OR 97850
(541) 963-2138
www.dfw.state.or.us

Pomeroy Ranger District
71 West Main St.
Pomeroy, WA 99347
(509) 843-1891

Bear: Getting a spring bear tag in this area is not easy so fall
is your chance hunt here under a general season. Bears are
high up early in the season and will pull down slowly. Look in
hawthorn and elderberry concentrations to find them; early
on they will be on edges of clearing and clearcuts near berry
crops in high country. The best bear hunting is north of -84
in Mt Emily and Walla Walla units. Populations appear to be

Walla Walla Ranger District
1415 West Rose St.
Walla Walla, WA 99362

&% Recycled
(509) 522-6290 o

Paper

increasing in the Desolation Unit. The Heppner, Fossil and
Columbia Basin Units are not the best place to hunt bears as
habitat does not favor them but they can be encountered by
deer and elk hunters so carry a tag.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, religion, sex, disability, political beliefs,

and marital or familial status. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of
communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc. should contact
the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-2791. Persons believing they have been
discriminated against in any Forest Service activity should write to: Chief, Forest Service,
USDA, P.O. Box 96090, Washington, DC 20090-6090. F14-S0O-12-10
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14-Day Stay Limit Will be

Enforced on Forest

Extensions to 14-Day Stay Limit are Only
Available on a Case by Case Basis

"-_.1
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The days of setting up camp in August for archery season and remain- =— — - -r

ing in place through deer and elk season have come to an end on the — .,_5 ¥ i

Umatilla National Forest. This season, forest officials will be cracking "!*\_\__ R —,

down and enforcing the 14-day stay limit policy at both campgrounds and T E E.:. i

at dispersed camp sites. -

The 14-day stay limit has been in effect on the Umatilla for many years, but until this year, enforcement of the policy
has primarily focused on our developed campgrounds. This policy was put into place to protect natural resources, ad-
dress sanitation issues, prevent individuals from monopolizing popular sites, and to control squatting on national forest
lands.

This summer, law enforcement has been enforcing the stay limit across the Forest with good compliance. However,
with the arrival of hunting season, we are finding many campers are not aware of the 14-day stay limit and have already
planned for extended camping periods. The following are the stipulations for long term camping on the Umatilla National
Forest:

» The 14-day stay limit will be enforced at dispersed campsites as well as at campgrounds
* Along term camping permit can be issued by the District Ranger on a case-by-case basis where appropriate. This
permit is only available through the district office
» After 14 days, campers will need to have obtained a long-term camping permit or will have to move their camp a
minimum of five miles from the original campsite
* No stay will be allowed in one campsite more than 30 days (even with a long term permit)
For more information please contact your local district office. Phone numbers for Umatilla National Forest Offices are
available on the back page of this pamphlet.

Occupancy Regulations Updated
at Forest Campgrounds

Regulations pertaining to campsite occupancy have
been updated for developed campgrounds on the Uma-
tilla National Forest. The new regulations are designed to
reduce overcrowding, prevent resource damage, increase
public and employee safety, and maintain a quality camp-
ing experience for the public.

Individual campsites will be limited to no more than:

* eight persons camping per campsite,

* two tents and/or trailers per campsite,

« two vehicles (with the exception of motorcycles
bicycles, or 4 wheeled ATVs) per campsite,

Larger multiple-occupancy campsites are available

at some campgrounds and will be posted with individual B ;-;' W
occupancy limit restrictions depending on the size of the | LEL "' LIT sl
campsite.
!’n ad_dition, some campg.ro_unds will have a few “te_nt SPONSO RED BY
only” designated sites. Restricting the use of camp trailers T
at these sites will prevent resource damage and unneces- Oregon Hunters Association
sary congestion. and Leopold-Stecens, Inc.
Another new regulation is restricting entry into devel- | P ti ith iﬁh
oped campgrounds between the hours of 9:00 PM to 6:00 n cooperation W_' €
AM for people who are not occupying a campsite. Restrict- Oregon State Police and
ing night time access will reduce party type situations and : SOAL
decrease the potential for criminal activity. Oregon Dept of Fish and Wildlife
A Ne;/r\i regulationts zre_l_(r)]nly apg?ligable a.t”csmpgrto%nd;s REPORT WILDLIFE VIOLATION
where they are posted. The regulations will be posted a
the entrance fee station and at specific campsites. 1-800-452-7888

For more information, contact your local Forest Ser-
vice office.
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nSins AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT

.8.8.45TT | Recovery Funds Put People to Work and Improve Recreation Sites

“ k, While you’re out this fall, take a few moments to look around at the many improvements

taking place at forest recreation sites and on the landscape. Much of this work is, in part,
thanks to the $7.6 million in funding the Umatilla National Forest received through American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act).

The Recovery Act, signed into law by President Obama, is a nation-wide effort to jump-start our economy
and create jobs. It would be difficult to not notice the increased number of people working in the woods.
Contractors, youth crews, seasonal forest service crews and other forest employees were scattered across the
forest working on recovery funded projects that include:

* thinning overstocked stands .
rental cabin repair and maintenance RECOVERY in a nutshell.........
wilderness trail surveying

trail repair and maintenance
trail bridge replacement

The Umatilla National Forest received Recovery
Funds for the following Projects:

accessible toilet installation * $1.5 million in Blue Mountains fuels reduction and
+ historical and cultural facility restoration timber stewardship
« campground upgrades: picnic tables « $3 million for recreation trail maintenance

« $1.7 million for recreation facility improvements
* $1 million for non-commercial thinning
« $403,000 in deferred road maintenance

and fire rings

Forest Recreation Sites Upgraded

Projects to improve recreation sites and facilities represent a big chunk of the economic recovery funding
received by the Umatilla National Forest. This summer forest campgrounds, trails and toilets got much needed
makeovers that included updating forest recreation sites for better accessibility for all.

Through recovery funding the forest is able to replace rundown, well-used picnic tables, fire rings and primi-
tive toilets at most designation campgrounds. In all, upgraded features across the forest include 77 accessible
picnic tables, 72 accessible fire rings and 31 accessible sweet smelling vault toilets

Forest trail crews and youth conservation crews were busy assembling and painting picnic tables and in-
stalling the new fire rings in addition to miles of trail maintnance. Contractors should complete the installation of
all the new vault toilets next summer.

Rental Cabins See Major Improvements

The Umatilla National Forest hosts one of the largest cabin rental programs in the region and its gaining in
popularity each year. The program offers 13 historic cabins and guard stations that provide an opportunity to
live the life of a forest ranger, if only for a weekend.

“These facilities are a large part of this forest’s heritage and it’s our desire to maintain them and retain them
for posterity,” said Larry Randal, Recreation Program Manager. Prior to this summer, cabins were in various
stages of disrepair. Some needed only minor repairs like interior and exterior paint while others required new
roofs, foundation work and water system upgrades.

Much of the backlog maintenance will be completed using Recovery funding, allowing the forest to use
those fees collected from rent on amenities like new bunk beds, furniture, kitchen utensils, curtains and other
“‘comforts of home” items. Rental cabin information is available online at: www.fs.fed.us/r6/recreation/rentals/.
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Summit Cabin, located SE of Meacham OR looks Contractors prepare porch for new The cabin shows new life as final
weary and run down in this before photo. roof and accessible ramp installment. repairs are made.
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OREGON’S
MULE DEER INITIATIVE

Looking for Answers....................

As in other Western states, Oregon’s mule deer popu-
lations and hunting opportunities for them have declined
since their peak during the 1950s-70s. The estimated 2009
Oregon mule deer population of 216,154 is below the state-
wide management objective of 344,900 animals. ODFW
is embarking on an ambitious program to fix some of the
problems limiting mule deer populations.

Mule Deer Initiative’s (MDI) goal is to bring mule deer
numbers up to the population management objective
(number of animals considered compatible with habitat and
primary land uses). MDI efforts will begin in five wildlife
management units (Heppner, Maury, Murderers Creek,
Steens Mountain and Warner) and later expand to other
parts of eastern Oregon.

Representatives from the Mule Deer Foundation, Ore-
gon Hunters Association, RMEF, federal land management
agencies, tribes, county government and private landown-
ers helped ODFW plan the MDI and continue to be involved
in on-the-ground efforts to restore mule deer populations.

Why have mule deer declined in the West?

Habitat:
Changes on the landscape in the past few decades have
resulted in less forage for mule deer:
* Invasive plants like cheatgrass and medusahead rye
have replaced bitterbrush, sage-brush and other forage
» Suppressed fire and reduced logging have led to fewer
early succession forests and rangelands, which pro-
vide important browse, forbs, and grasses for deer
* In some areas, junipers have encroached on shrub-
steppe habitat, crowding out nutritious plants
+ Some of the best mule deer habitat in Oregon has
been permanently lost to development, particularly on
low-elevation winter range

Severe winters and drought:

Mule deer populations never rebounded from severe win-
ters and dry summers in the 80s and early 90s. Deep snow
and ice keep deer from reaching food and increase their
vulnerability to predation. Drought sends deer into winter
with fewer fat reserves.

Predation:

Some predator populations, including cougars and coyotes,
have grown in the past few decades. The extent to which
predators affect mule deer populations varies with the cir-
cumstances surrounding each herd at any particular time.

Disturbance:

Off-highway vehicle (OHV) trails and cross country travel
have increased exponentially in the past few decades, and
can displace mule deer into unfamiliar or less productive
habitat. New roads through migratory routes leave deer
vulnerable to vehicle collisions.

How will wildlife managers bring back mule deer?

Habitat management:
 Protect mule deer habitat from development
* Thin junipers, restore aspen communities
» Contain, reduce, eliminate spread of invasive weeds
 Treat forest stands to encourage growth of young,
nutritious plants

Predator management
* Implement cougar target areas
» Continue coyote control in winter range and
fawning areas
» Encourage more public hunting of predators

Law enforcement
* Increase law enforcement presence
* Increase penalties for poaching of mule deer and
incentives to turn in poachers
» Work with local courts to increase enforcement of
mule deer hunting violations

Disturbance/harassment
* Permanently or seasonally close roads to protect win-
ter range and fawning areas
» Continue working with ODOT to minimize deer/ ve-
hicle collisions
* Increase signing and enforcement of Travel
Management Areas

Population management
 Improve precision and accuracy of harvest surveys,
composition counts, and population models consid-
ered when developing regulations
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Article courtesy of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife




