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REGULATED USE CLOSURE IN NORTHEAST OREGON ON PRIVATE LAND
At 12:01 a.m., Tuesday, July 10, 2007, all lands protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry, Northeast Oregon District, will be placed into a Regulated Use Closure.  “Hot and dry weather has created conditions that warrant a heightened fire prevention effort, stated John Buckman, District Forester for Oregon Department of Forestry in Northeast Oregon.  These conditions have arrived early and we could be in for a long, active fire season.  Landowners and the public are impacted by these regulations but I’m hopeful that they understand that fire prevention is critical when these conditions are present.”  In northeast Oregon, approximately 70% of the wildland fire starts are caused by lightning.  Limiting human-caused fires within the Fire Protection District for Oregon Department of Forestry are the objectives for the following fire prevention regulations:
· Smoking is prohibited while traveling, except in vehicles on improved roads, in boats on the water, or at a cleared area.

· Open fires are prohibited, including campfires, charcoal fires, cooking fires and warming fires, except at designated locations.  Portable cooking stoves using liquefied or bottled fuel are allowed. 

· Debris burning is prohibited, except in burn barrels for which a valid permit has been issued.
· Non-industrial chain saw use is prohibited between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Chain saw use is permitted at all other hours, if the following fire fighting equipment is present with each operating saw: one axe, one shovel, and one operational 8 oz. or larger fire extinguisher.  In addition, a fire watch is required for at least one hour following the use of each chain saw.  

· Use of all motorized vehicles is prohibited, including motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles, except on improved roads or for the commercial culture and harvest of agricultural crops.
· Possession of fire fighting equipment is required while traveling, except on state and county roads: one axe, one shovel, and one gallon of water or one operational 2 1/2 pound or larger fire extinguisher.
· Use of fireworks and exploding targets are prohibited.

· Cutting, grinding and welding of metal is prohibited between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Cutting, grinding and welding of metal is permitted at all other hours if conducted in a cleared area with a water supply present; unless specifically waived by the State Forester.
· Use of exploding targets is prohibited.

· Mowing of dried and cured grass with power driven equipment is prohibited, between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., except for the commercial culture and harvest of agricultural crops.

In addition to restrictions on private land, federal land also has public use restrictions in effect.  Please check restrictions before conducting activity on any land.  Visit our website at www.odf.state.or.us/areas/eastern/northeast/default.asp or contact a local Oregon Department of Forestry office for more information.
Contact Oregon Department of Forestry at these local offices:


La Grande Unit

(541) 963-3168


Baker City Sub-Unit
(541) 523-5831


Wallowa Unit

(541) 886-2881


Pendleton Unit

(541) 276-3491
To report a fire, contact: 

Northeast Oregon Dispatch

(541) 963-7171

Pendleton Interagency Coordination Center
(541) 278-3732                            Or, call 9-1-1.
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