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Background 
 
The National Forest Management Act (NMFA) requires the identification of the suitability of lands for 
resource management. 
 
The 2005 Planning Regulations require that the “responsible official, as appropriate, shall identify 
areas within a national forest system unit as generally suitable for uses that are compatible with 
desired conditions and objectives for that area.”  
 
Because grazing has been identified as an issue for resource managers, the Blue Mountains Forest 
Plan Revision Team will develop criteria to be used during site-specific analysis for future projects to 
determine the general capability, suitability, and potential of areas for grazing.    
    
Process 
  
The Revision Team is using existing grazing allotment information to display the current status and 
extent of grazing on the national forests in the Blue Mountains.  The Revision Team used existing 
protocol from other range management planning efforts in the Forest Service to develop criteria for 
grazing suitability.    
 
Product 
 
The Revision Team has developed a Current Status of Grazing Lands Map showing the current 
status of grazing on national forest lands in the Blue Mountains.  The map shows currently active 
grazing allotments, vacant grazing allotments, grazing allotments that have been closed for various 
environmental reasons, areas that have never been in the allotment system, and areas where the 
management category prescription does not allow grazing.  
 
Draft criteria for project-level suitability or capability decisions include:  
  
 National forest land not producing more than 200 pounds per acre of forage  
 National forest land with highly erosive soils  
 National forest land with slopes greater than 60 percent for sheep 
 National forest land with slopes greater than 45 percent for cattle  
 National forest land with overstory canopy closure greater than 60 percent 

 
How this Relates to the Revised Forest Plans 
 
The products will be used during site-specific analysis for future projects to inform the decision-maker 
on the capability and suitability of an area to support grazing of domestic ungulates.  Specific 
decisions on if and how specific areas will be grazed, will be made during the development of site-
specific Allotment Management Plans.  
 
 


