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Mt Ashland Ski Area Expansion Decision Released 

ASHLAND, OR – A Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) is complete and the Record 

of Decision (ROD) for the Mt. Ashland Ski Area Expansion was recently signed by Rogue 

River-Siskiyou National Forest Supervisor Scott Conroy.  The ski area is located primarily in the 

Ashland Watershed in Southwest Oregon located seven miles south of Ashland.   

 

“My decision allows the Mt Ashland Ski Area to expand the number and variety of winter uses it 

serves, while protecting the environmental qualities and recreational attributes that make Mt. 

Ashland a unique, special place,” said Conroy.  

 

The Forest Service’s Record of Decision selects a Modified Alternative 2, which authorizes the 

Mt Ashland Association (MAA) to implement a variety of facilities improvements.  MAA is 

authorized to construct two chairlifts, two surface lifts and approximately 71 acres of associated 

new ski run terrain primarily within the western half of the Special Use Permit area, including 

the widening of existing runs.  This will result in a 57 percent increase for a total of 196 total 

acres of ski terrain. The ski run development will require approximately 68 acres of tree removal, 

plus 4 acres for lift corridors and staging areas. 

 

Further authorizations include a four-acre tubing facility in the southern portion of the Special 

Use Permit area, three guest services buildings, a yurt, additional infrastructure, an increase in 

parking by 220 spaces, and a number of watershed restoration projects.  Implementation of the 

expansion is expected to begin the summer of 2005. 

 



This project was initiated in 1998, when the Mt Ashland Association (MAA) proposed a ski area 

expansion to the Forest Service.   The MAA subleases the ski area from the City of Ashland, 

which is the holder of a Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest Special Use Permit.  A small 

portion of the ski area is also located on lands managed by the Klamath National Forest. The 

Association operates the ski area for the City of Ashland as a non-profit corporation. 

 

In February of 2000, a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) documenting the detailed 

analysis of three alternatives, plus a no-action alternative, was released.  Extraordinary public 

response to the DEIS prompted the Forest Service to conduct additional detailed analysis, 

resulting in a new DEIS being released in July of 2003.  This new DEIS expanded the range of 

alternatives considered in detail to include a no-action alternative, the proposed action from 

MAA and four additional alternatives developed in response to the purpose and need of the 

project and the significant issues.  

 

The natural resource issues addressed in the analysis included effects on soils, watershed 

resources, water quality, Engelmann Spruce, Mt Ashland Lupine and Henderson’s Horkelia; 

social issues addressed included concerns over effects to roadless areas, undeveloped areas and 

spiritual values.  

 

Currently, the Mt Ashland Ski Area includes 125 acres of ski runs, 4 chair lifts, a day lodge, ski 

rental shop building, ancillary structures, and parking area for 550-600 vehicles along Forest 

Road 20.  Approximately 27 acres are in Beginner to Intermediate-level terrain and 96 acres are 

in Upper Intermediate to Expert-level terrain.   

 

The  FEIS/ROD and maps are  available for public review on the Rogue River-Siskiyou National 

Forest internet site at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/siskiyou/planning/mtashland/feis/  Hard copy 

documents are expected to be mailed the week of September 13; see the website Q&A’s for 

locations of public distribution.  Appellants have 45 days to file appeals from the date of 

publication of the legal notice in the Medford Mail Tribune.  Expected publication of the legal 

notice is the week of September 20, however this schedule is subject to change due to potential 

delays in printing.   To check the status of the availability of hard copy documents and the appeal 

filing period, contact the Ashland Ranger District at 541-552-2900.  
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