
SPECIES FACT SHEET

Common Name:  Tombstone Prairie Caddisfly
Scientific Name:  Oligophlebodes mostbento
Phylum: Mandibulata
Class: Insecta

Order: Trichoptera

Family: Uenoidae

Technical Description:  Based on genitalia. Microscope required. Females and larvae undescribed. Advice of Trichoptera expert recommended. See Schmid (1968) for illustrations of male genitalia.
Life History:  Larvae in this genus are clingers with special mandibles without teeth which enable them to scrape diatoms and fine organic particles from rocks (Wisseman pers. comm.). Larvae of other species in this genus crawl or are carried by stream current, and to compensate for this downstream movement, adult females show upstream flight behavior (Applegarth 1995). The two collections from Oregon both are from June.
Range, Distribution, and Abundance:  Collected in Montana, British Columbia, and two locations in the Oregon Cascade Mountains, including one at Tombstone Prairie, Linn Co. and one from the H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest, Lane Co. Documented occurrences come from the Willamette National Forest.
Habitat Associations:  In Oregon they have been taken from small to mid-size streams. Parsons et al. (1991) note that adults were collected in riparian vegetation zones. Larvae of the genus occur in cold mountain streams (large and small) from sea level to alpine communities throughout western North America. Streams are perennial, cool or cold, free of fine sediment and filamentous algae, with moderate to strong current and are well-oxygenated (Wisseman pers. comm.).
Threats:  Activities that degrade water quality as well as removal of the riparian canopy would likely have negative impacts on this species.
Conservation Considerations:  None addressed.
Other pertinent information (includes references to Survey Protocols, etc):  Flying adults of this species should be attracted to ultraviolet light from mid-May to mid-July. If immatures in this genus are collected an effort should be made to capture adult males that can be identified to the species level. The presence of these larvae is an indicator of “good” water quality (Wisseman pers. comm.).
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