SPECIES FACT SHEET

Common Name: Columbia clubtail (dragonfly)
Scientific Name: Gomphus lynnae (Paulson, 1983)
Phylum:  Mandibulata
Class:  Insecta
Order:  Odonata
Family:  Gomphidae

Technical Description:  
According to Paulson (1999) Gomphus lynnae is medium-sized, averaging 55-56 mm in length.  The body is black and yellow.  On top of each black abdominal segment there is a conspicuous pale stripe, and the sides of the end segments are yellow.  The thorax ranges from yellowish to gray-green and at least one stripe is located behind the front wing base.  There is an additional dark stripe behind the wing base which is slightly obscured.  Male inferior appendages are deeply forked.

Life History:
Paulson (1999) states eggs are laid in the water and after hatching, larvae burrow in the mud and overwinter. After emerging from the water as adults, G. lynnae forage among shrubs from mid-June to mid-August.  This species of dragonfly is non-migratory.

Range, Distribution, and Abundance: 
Scheuering  states that G. lynnae is known to occur in three populations: from a stretch of the Yakima River and in Benton Co., WA; in Oregon, over a somewhat short stretch (about 15 mi.) of the John Day River, Wheeler and Grant counties, from Twickenham to Monument; and at a single locality on the Owyhee River near Rome in Malheur Co.  According to Valley (2010), G. lynnae is found over a much longer stretch of the John Day River from Monument to T.S. Burnes State Park.  Although this dragonfly is fairly common in the areas where it is found, it has one of the most restricted ranges of any North American odonate (Scheuering 2006).

Documented occurrences are known from BLM land on the Prineville District.  

Habitat Associations:
Paulson (1999) states this dragonfly can be found in a variety of river habitats, which can range from sandy or muddy to rocky, shallow rivers with occasional gravelly rapids.  Water flow tends to be slow-moving.  Larval habitat (river) is the most crucial.

Threats:
Heavy amounts of siltation or agricultural runoff may be harmful to these dragonflies (Scheuering 2006).  In addition, introduced predatory fish may also pose a threat to this species.

Conservation Considerations:
None have been officially stated (Scheuering 2006).  Although existing populations of G. lynnae are common in the locations where they are found, and populations appear stable, range is very restricted.  Therefore, any damage to existing habitat could be very detrimental to these few populations.  It is essential to protect existing habitat and limit agricultural runoff and siltation where it could harm larval habitat.

Conservation Status:
This species is currently listed by the Forest Service (Region 6) and BLM Oregon/Washington as a Strategic species under the Agencies Sensitive and Special Status Species policies. 

Other pertinent information (includes references to Survey Protocols, etc):
A formal description of larva, habitat preference details of larva, and information on the dispersal ability of adults still needs to be researched (Scheuering 2006).

ATTACHMENTS:
(1) Photo of Gomphus lynnae
(2) Information Sources 

Update of BLM Oregon/Washington and Forest Service Region 6 fact sheet by Heather Andrews 6/14/10.  Original fact sheet prepared by Eric Scheuering 1/23/2006.
Reviewed and edited by Rob Huff, Conservation Planning Coordinator, FS/BLM and Robin Vora, Deschutes and Ochoco National Forests, September 2010.
Updated June 2011 by Rob Huff, to clarify occurrences on FS/BLM land. 

ATTACHMENT 1:  Photo of Gomphus lynnae
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