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SPECIES FACT SHEET
Scientific Name: Coenagrion interrogatum 
 
Common Name: Subarctic Bluet
 
Technical Description: 
A small (30-31 mm) damselfly.  Adults: The following characters identify the family Coenagrionidae. The eyes are widely separated. When perched, the wings are usually closed over the abdomen. Front and hind wings are about equal in size and proportion. Wingtips clear except for the pterostigma (dark patch on the forewing leading edge) which is shorter than diameter of eye.  Species identification is difficult. Adults are blue (females are sometimes green) and black. Color pattern on the abdomen and structure of the male appendages identify the species.

Larvae: Identification is difficult for non-expert.

Life History: 

In southern BC, adults fly during the mid-season, from late May to late August. The flight period of a single adult is relatively short - one week to probably less than a month. Species spend the winter as larvae. Depending on conditions, individuals probably spend only one winter as larvae, because their marsh habitat may dry up and certainly gets very warm. Washington records (all adults) were collected from 13-29 July. This is a limited number of records and probably a shorter period than the total flight period. Larvae feed on aquatic animals, probably exclusively invertebrates. Adults feed on flying invertebrates, probably mostly insects. NatureServe designates sightings more than 3 kilometers apart as separate populations, but little is known about dispersal and colonization ability. This species is not a very strong flier but may be able to colonize sites a few kilometers apart. Upon emergence from the larval stage, young adults (tenerals) probably stay near the water rather than dispersing for a time as some other species do. Eggs are laid in a slot the female cuts in an aquatic plant.
Range, Distribution, and Abundance: 

Range-wide: Found throughout Canada and in several of the northern United States, including most of New England. Widespread and common in northern BC and much of the rest of Canada, becoming rarer to the south.
WA: Two known sites - east side of Davis Lake in Ferry Co. (the only part of the lake that was surveyed) and Bunchgrass Meadows in Pend Oreille Co. Both sites are in the Colville National Forest. No surveys have been done between or around the two known sites. The species may be present in bog and fen habitat across the northern part of the state. WA is peripheral to the main part of range in Canada. Appropriate habitat occupies a small part of the range. No estimates of abundance have been made, but for invertebrates, population size is not as significant as number of occurrences.
OR: This species has not been found and is not expected in OR.

Federal Land: The species is known from Colville National Forest and may occur on Okanogan and Kaniksu National Forests. It may also occur in North Cascades National Park.
Habitat Associations: 

Lives in a variety of wetlands, but most common around floating aquatic moss. In southern part of range, it is only found at high altitude. Washington sites are in sedge marsh at 4500 and 5000 feet.
Threats: 

Range-wide: Species faces few immediate threats. Global warming could threaten southern populations.

WA: Peat mining, grazing of wetlands, manipulation of water levels, recreation and recreational development, and management of aquatic vegetation can threaten the species. Fish management is less of a threat than with some species because this is a bog/fen inhabitant. Grazing and recreational development are probably the greatest threats on public lands.

Conservation Considerations: 

Inventory: Survey for new sites near the known sites and elsewhere in NE WA.

Management:  Manage grazing and recreation (and any other pertinent activities) to minimize impacts to sedge meadows, fens, and bogs.
Other Pertinent Information: 
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