SPECIES FACT SHEET
Scientific Name: Speyeria egleis 
 
Common Name: Great Basin fritillary
 
Technical Description: 
A medium-sized (to 6 cm.) brown butterfly in the family Nymphalidae.

The genus is bright brown to orange with dark spots and bars and dark veins. There are oval silver spots on the ventral surface. Identification of the species is difficult. Eggs, larvae, and pupae are hard to find and hard to identify.
Life History: 

Adults are flying in mid summer, from mid-June through early September. Eggs hatch in the fall, and larvae overwinter without feeding. Larvae feed on violets including Viola nuttalli, V. purpurea, and V. adunca (Pyle 2002). Adults nectar on a variety of plants. Males are commonly found along ridges and at hilltops where they patrol for mates. Fritillaries are generally strong fliers and can probably colonize new sites within a few kilometers of an existing population.

Range, Distribution, and Abundance: 

Range-wide: Washington, east to North Dakota and south to California and Colorado. Relatively common in the Rockies and northern Great Basin. Rare on the periphery of the range.
WA: Hinchliff (1996) records 16 locations. A concentration E and NE of Mt. Adams suggests stable populations there. A concentration in the Blue Mountains and Pyle's (2002) comments about their regularity there suggest stable populations in this area. Scattered records in NE WA may indicate occasional dispersing individuals or small and/or temporary populations. Known sites are in E Cascades, SE Okanogan Highlands, and Blue Mountains. This estimate of range size is based on occupancy of a band of habitat around the Columbia Basin. The SE Okanogan area may not be permanently occupied. Species appears to occupy a large part of the Blue Mountains. Records elsewhere are scattered. This may represent undersurvey of the species or dispersed nature of occurrences. Population sizes are unknown, but as with most invertebrates, number of individuals is usually less important than number of populations.
OR: This species is common and widespread in OR. It is found throughout the state except for the Coast Ranges, Willamette Valley, W Cascades, and SE part of the state.
Federal Land: The species has been found on Umatilla National Forest in WA. It probably occurs on a few sites along the east edge of Gifford Pinchot and Wenatchee Forests. It may occur in small numbers or on occasion on the Okanogan and Colville National Forests, and Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. It is common and widespread on Forests in OR, known from all but the Deschutes, Winema, and Siuslaw; may occur on BLM Districts throughout the state, where suitable habitat exists, except for Salem, Eugene, Burns, and most of Coos Bay.
Habitat Associations: 

Montane meadows, forests; forest clearings. Opler (1999) cites mixed woodlands, open rocky slopes, meadows and streambanks. Scott (1986) states forest openings are used, usually on exposed rocky ridges. Forested habitats are not used, rather, the species uses openings, edges, etc., not the forest proper.
Threats: 

Range-wide: Subspecies S. e. tehachapina (in CA) possibly threatened by collection - pers. com., D. Murphy.

WA/OR: Its habitat, clearings and mountain ridges, faces no particular threat, although over-grazing could be a problem.
Conservation Considerations: 

Inventory: Continue to survey for new sites especially in NE WA.

Management: No particular management considerations are thought necessary on federal lands at this time. 
Other Pertinent Information: 

References: 

Global References: 

Guppy, C. S. and J. H. Shepard. 2001. Butterflies of British Columbia. UBC Press (Vancouver, BC) and Royal British Columbia Museum (Victoria, BC). 414 pp.
Hinchliff, J. 1996. Records used in the atlas of butterfly records from Washington. Unpublished.
Opler, P. A., and A. D. Warren. 2002. Butterflies of North America. 2. Scientific Names List for Butterfly Species of North America, north of Mexico. C.P Gillette Museum of Arthropod Diversity, Department of Bioagricultural Sciences and Pest Management, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado. 79 pp.
Opler, P.A. 1999. A field guide to western butterflies. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 540 pages.
Pyle, R.M. 2002. Butterflies of Cascadia. Seattle Audubon Society, Seattle, Washington. 420 pp.
Scott, James A. 1986. The Butterflies of North America: A Natural History and Field Guide. Stanford University Press, Stanford CA. 583 pp.
Warren, A.D. 2005. Butterflies of Oregon: their taxonomy, distribution, and biology. Lepidoptera of North America 6. C.P. Gillette Museum. Colorado State University. Fort Collins, CO. 408 pp.
State References: 

Guppy, C. S. and J. H. Shepard. 2001. Butterflies of British Columbia. UBC Press (Vancouver, BC) and Royal British Columbia Museum (Victoria, BC). 414 pp.
Hinchliff, J. 1996. Records used in the atlas of butterfly records from Washington. Unpublished.
Pyle, R.M. 2002. The butterflies of Cascadia. Seattle Audubon Society. Seattle, WA. 420 pp.
Version: 

Prepared by: John Fleckenstein

Natural Heritage Program

Washington Department of Natural Resources

Date: January 2006

Edited by:  Rob Huff

Conservation Planning Coordinator

FS/BLM-Portland

June 2007

