
SPECIES FACT SHEET

Common Name:  Coronis Fritillary
Scientific Name:  Speyeria coronis coronis
Phylum: Mandibulata
Class: Insecta

Order: Lepidoptera
Family: Nymphalidae

Note: Warren (2005) considers these individuals to be Speyeria coronis nr. coronis.
Technical Description:  Relatively big; about 3 in. Standard fritillary appearance above, with ground color tawny-orange rather than the reddish-orange of others. Males with black chains along margins, females particularly heavy. Forewing tip drawn out. Ventral hindwing disc dark tan to brandy-colored with silver orbs large and ovoid. Marginal silver spots flattened, broadly and flatly capped with olive-tan. Yellow submarginal band narrow on ventral hindwing. Wings longer than S. callippe, and silver orbs do not show through strongly from below (Pyle 2002).
Larvae are mottled brown and black with black, orange-branched spines. White chrysalides have striking black markings not unlike adults’ wing maculation (Pyle 2002).
Life History:  Caterpillars spend winter in first instar before feeding (Pyle 2002). In spring larvae feed mostly on Viola hallii, found in rocky serpentine habitats (Hammond pers. comm.). Adults seem to move uphill shortly after emerging, probably in search of nectar (Warren 2005). Adults nectar on bull thistle, other composites, and chokecherry (Pyle 2002). Females, at least, apparently return to basin habitats later in the season to deposit eggs. The single annual brood flies from mid-May to mid-September.
Range, Distribution, and Abundance:  Recorded from Jackson and Josephine counties, Oregon, including the lower Rogue River valley and the Illinois River valley. It is expected from Curry, Coos, and Douglas counties. Locally distributed in the Siskiyous. The type locality is from Santa Clara Co., California. Records exist from as low as 1300 feet in the vicinity of Eight Dollar Mountain, Josephine Co Warren 2005).
Documented occurrences come from the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest and Medford BLM District.

Habitat Associations:  Lower elevation canyons and grasslands as well as mid-montane meadows and forest margins and openings (Pyle 2002).
Threats:  The low elevation grasslands it inhabits in the Illinois and Rogue valleys are threatened by urbanization, development, and agriculture (Hammond pers. comm.).
Conservation Considerations:  None addressed.
Other pertinent information (includes references to Survey Protocols, etc):  No specific information available.
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(Revision only updated range information to include Medford BLM District as documented)
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