SPECIES FACT SHEET
Scientific Name: Plebejus lupini spangelatus 
 
Common Name: Lupine Blue
 
Technical Description: 
A small (2.6 cm wingspan) blue and gray butterfly in the family Lycaenidae.

Male dorsal wings are blue with a dark edge on the forewing, females are brown with some blue. Both sexes have an orange arc with black dots on the hind wing. The ventral surface is gray with black dots. The ventral hindwing has an arc of orange spots with metallic spots near the outer margin. Ventral surface of the subspecies may be duller gray than other subspecies. It is, however, most easily identified by location. No other subspecies occurs in the Olympics.  Eggs, larvae, and pupae are hard to find and hard to identify.

Pyle (2002) and Guppy and Shepard (2001) use Icaricia as the genus name. The subspecies is variously assigned to species P. lupini and P. acmon.

Life History: 

Timing of the single flight of adults varies, depending on elevation. Near Hood Canal, records of adults are in late May and early June. In the northern Olympics, at 1300-2000 meters, records are from mid-July to late August. Larvae overwinter in the second instar. Larvae feed on cushion buckwheat (Eriogonum ovalifolium). Adults nectar on a variety of flowering plants. Larve are tended by ants, providing sugar-rich food for the ants and receiving protection from predators.
Range, Distribution, and Abundance: 

Range-wide: Known only from the northeast Olympic Mountains in WA.
WA: Hinchliff (1996) has 14 records. Most are in the NE Olympics; along Hurricane Ridge, near Obstruction Peak, and at Mt. Townsend. Two records from above Hoodsport are certainly a separate population. Surveys of appropriate habitat between these sites are incomplete. Range is limited to the extent of alpine meadows in the NE Olympics. Alpine meadow habitat is limited within the range. Population sizes are unknown, but as with most invertebrates, the number of individuals is less important than the number of locations.
OR: This species has not been found and is not expected in OR.

Federal Land: The species is probably more widespread within Olympic National Forest and Olympic National Park, but is unlikely to occur on other Forests.
Habitat Associations: 

This subspecies occupies subalpine and alpine habitats on the edges of talus fields and dry alpine meadows where the food plant occurs. One location is at about 100 meters elevation. The rest are between 1300 and 2000 meters.

Threats: 

Range-wide: Global warming may pose a long-term threat.

WA: Global warming may pose a long-term threat. Trampling may be a minor threat at Hurricane Ridge, and shrub encroachment may threaten the Hoodsport population.
Conservation Considerations: 

Inventory: Survey status of previous known populations and look for new populations. Survey appropriate habitat between known populations and habitat south and west of these areas.
Research: Research on population trends and the impact of global warming would be useful.

Management: There are no immediate threats to the species, and no particular Management Considerations needed at this time. Monitoring for the effects of global warming, encroachment by woody plants and possible impacts of trampling should be encouraged.
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