SPECIES FACT SHEET
Scientific Name: Oeneis melissa 

Common Name: Melissa Arctic


Technical Description: 
A medium-sized (4.5 cm wingspan) gray butterfly of the family Nymphalidae.

Both dorsal wings and ventral forewing are smoky gray. Ventral hindwing is mottled white, gray, and black. Individuals are very well camouflaged on bare rock.  Eggs, larvae, and pupae are hard to find and hard to identify.
Life History: 

Adults fly from mid-July to mid-August. The life cycle lasts two years with larvae overwintering twice. Little specific information is available on larval food. Grasses and sedges are the probable foods in the wild. A range of these are used in captivity.
Range, Distribution, and Abundance: 

Range-wide: Holarctic. In North America, Alaska to Newfoundland. In the East, extends south to White Mountains of New Hampshire (subspecies semidea); in the West, extends south in the Rocky Mountains to Colorado and New Mexico. Secure across most of its range. Some concern in Ontario, Alberta, WA, and MT. 
WA: Eight sites are shown in Hinchliff (1996). All are in the high Cascades, east of the divide, north of Lake Chelan and west of the Okanogan River. Habitat is hard to reach, and the butterfly is hard to see and catch. It is probably more common than currently known. One population, at Slate Peak, is commonly visited. All populations are in the North Cascades in Chelan, Whatcom, Skagit, and Okanogan Counties. Suitable habitat occupies only a small part of the range. Population sizes are unknown, but as with most invertebrates, number of individuals is less important than number of populations.
OR: This species has not been found and is not expected in OR.
Federal Land: One record is in North Cascades National Park. Six records are in the Pasayten Wilderness, within Okanogan National Forest. One record is in Okanogan National Forest, outside the Wilderness. Additional locations are probable within Okanogan National Forest and North Cascades National Park.
Habitat Associations: 

Elevated tundra and alpine fell-fields in the mountains; beyond treeline in the north. Generally dry rocky places and in lowlands most often on gravelly ridges. In WA, dry, exposed sites. Tundra, scree, and talus with scattered plants. 

Threats: 

Range-wide: There are no known threats, but global warming may threaten this alpine species.

WA/OR: Global warming may be a significant long-term threat. Slate Peak receives heavy visitor pressure, although habitat of this species is relatively secure. No other short-term threats are apparent.
Conservation Considerations: 

Inventory: Survey for new populations adjacent to known sites. 
Research: Develop trend information.
Management: All but one location are remote and not subject to heavy traffic. No management considerations suggested at this time. 
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