SPECIES FACT SHEET
Scientific Name: Oeneis chryxus valerata 
 
Common Name: Valerata arctic
 
Technical Description: 
A medium-sized (5 cm. wingspan) brown and gray butterfly in the family Nymphalidae.  Dorsal surfaces are golden or tan with a dark border, one to three eyespots on the forewing, and one or two eyespots on the hindwing. On the forewing, a darker post median line has a projection toward the wing margin near the front edge of the wing that looks like a bird beak. The inner part of the male wing is darker. The ventral surface is mottled gray and white and forms an excellent camouflage in their rocky habitat.  Eggs, larvae, and pupae are hard to find and hard to identify.
Life History: 

Adult flight is from early July to late August. Larvae probably take two years to mature, spending both winters as larvae, then pupating. Larvae feed on grasses. Pyle (2002) suggests Idaho fescue in WA. Adults nectar on a variety of flowers.
Range, Distribution, and Abundance: 

Range-wide: Reported from only a few sites, including Hurricane Ridge, Hurricane Hill, Mt. Townsend, and Obstruction Point, all in the northeast part of the Olympic Mountains in WA. May exist in surrounding area, much of which has not been surveyed. Only about ten Element Occurrences known, but more expected to exist, as much of range is not easily accessible and has not been surveyed.
WA: Hinchliff (1996) cites seven locations; six in Olympic National Park, one in Olympic National Forest. All known populations are in the NE corner of the Olympic Mountains. The proportion of suitable habitat that is occupied is unknown. Population size is unknown, but as with most invertebrates, the number of individuals is less important to survival of the species than the number of sites at which they are found. 
OR: This subspecies has not been found and is not expected in OR.
Federal Land: Several records, probably representing one population, are known from Hurricane Ridge in Olympic National Park and on Mt. Townsend on Olympic National Forest. There is extensive unsurveyed habitat in the National Park and National Forest.
Habitat Associations: 

Alpine tundra, at altitudes of 1500-2100 meters and above. Prefer rocky areas with some cover of grasses, sedges, and forbs.

Threats: 

Range-wide: Goat activity and recreational use of the National Park may be threats. They are not, however, documented. Global warming may be a long-term threat for this alpine species.

WA/OR: Fragmentation and loss of habitat to woody encroachment, impact of grazing by mountain goats, trail development, and global warming all pose theoretical threats. No proven threats.

Conservation Considerations: 

Inventory:  Survey known sites and adjacent surrounding area. Much potential habitat remains unsurveyed. 

Research: What are impacts of mountain goat grazing, woody encroachment?
Management: Habitat may face long-term risks from woody invasion, overgrazing by goats, and global warming.  Monitor sites to asses these factors, but no specific management actions are recommended at present.
Other Pertinent Information: 
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