SPECIES FACT SHEET
Scientific Name: Habrodais grunus
  
Common Name: Golden Hairstreak
 
Technical Description: 
A small (< 3 cm) tan/brown butterfly. The dorsal wings are light tan with dark margins. Ventral wings are bright tan with brown and white bars. Short tails on the hind wing. Eggs, larvae, and pupae are hard to find and hard to identify.
Life History: 

There is one flight of adults, between late June and early September. The species overwinters as eggs. Adults fly from early July through September. Larval hosts include Chrysolepis chrysophylla, Quercus chrysolepis, Q. vaccinifolia. The only known food plant in WA is chinquapin (Chrysolepis chrysophylla). Adults nectar on late summer composites. Because adults may be somewhat crepuscular and may not nectar as much as some species (Warren 2005), they may be harder to find than other species. Chinquapin stands are not long-lived, so the butterfly must have some colonization ability.
Range, Distribution, and Abundance: 

Range-wide: Mainly California (USA), Baja California (Mexico) and Oregon. A few occurrences in Washington, Idaho, Arizona, and Nevada. Common and widespread in Mexico, CA, and OR. Only one occurrence known in WA.

WA: One known location in WA. There are 19 known occurrences of chinquapin, the larval food plant. These areas have not been surveyed. Only known site is in Skamania Co. Food plant also occurs along Hood Canal in Mason Co. Area occupied by the species is unknown. At the known site, the larval food plant is found across 300-400 acres. Population size is unknown, but as with other invertebrates, number of individuals is less important than number of locations.
OR: Hinchliff (1994) shows about 50 locations in the northern and southern Cascades. Warren (1995) found sites in the central Cascades. The species is found throughout the OR Cascades. Some records are known from the Coastal Ranges.
Federal Land: The only known site in WA is on Gifford Pinchot National Forest. May occur on the Olympic National Forest, and the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. In OR, the species is widely distributed and seems secure. It is known from all National Forests west of the Cascades Crest plus the Deschutes and Winema.
Habitat Associations: 

Oak-covered canyons, ridges, slopes. The only known WA population is associated with a stand of chinquapin, the only known food plant in WA.

Threats: 

Range-wide: Logging and other forest management practices and pesticide use could threaten the species.

WA/OR: Logging, pesticide use, control of host plant as a forest weed, and shading by canopy all pose threats. Historical logging may have increased the population of the food plant.

Conservation Considerations: 

Inventory: Survey stands containing host plants.  Survey around the Gifford Pinchot site and around other populations of the food plant, including in the Olympic National Forest.
Management: Maintain and encourage host plant populations. This may conflict with some standard forest management practices as chinquapin is sometimes seen as a forest weed.
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