SPECIES FACT SHEET

Scientific Name: Colias occidentalis pseudochristina 
 
Common Name: Intermountain Sulphur
 
Technical Description: 
A medium-sized (5 cm wingspan) yellow and black butterfly.  Black border on the forewing. Males and some females are yellow, remaining females are whitish. Ventral hind wing has a white to pearl spot with a reddish rim. Dorsal wing surface of some males reflects ultraviolet. Eggs, larvae, and pupae are hard to find and hard to identify.  Taxonomy of this subspecies is in question (Pyle 2002). It may be part of C. occidentalis or of C. christina. Warren (2005) treats OR populations as C. christina nr. Pseudochristina.
Life History: 

Adults fly from late May through early July although this represents few records, so the flight period may be longer. Larvae overwinter. Possible larval foods are several members of the pea family including lupine, Vincia, Thermopsis, and sweetclover. Lathyrus is the most likely food. Adults use many plants as nectar sources. Males frequent mudpuddles. Nothing is known about colonization ability, but the species appears to be a strong flier.

Range, Distribution, and Abundance: 

Range-wide: The subspecies is found from the eastern Blue Mountains in WA, through the Blue and Ochoco Mountains in OR, along the Snake River in ID, and south into western Utah. One population is known in WA, probably fewer than 5 populations in OR, and unknown numbers in ID and UT.

WA: It is known from two townships in southern Asotin County, on the OR border.  Percentage of the range that is occupied is unknown. No population estimates are available, but as with other invertebrates, this number is less important than the number of sites at which the species occurs.

OR: Numerous locations in NE OR.  Found in the Ochoco, Aldrich, Blue, and Wallowa Mtns.

Federal Land: In WA, it possibly occurs on Umatilla National Forest and BLM land in the area. If the taxon is recognized in OR, it is known from Wallowa-Whitman and probably occurs on the Umatilla National Forests.

Habitat Associations: 

Habitat is open woodland from 3500-5000 feet. This includes meadows, roadsides, and open forest. Warren (2005) states that they are more often found on steep sunny slopes between forest and shrubsteppe or grassland habitats.

Threats: 

Range-wide: Grazing, pesticide use, and development are threats.

WA/OR: Grazing, pesticide use, and development are threats.

Conservation Considerations: 

Inventory: Survey in and around known sites or potential habitat.

Research: Taxonomy needs to be defined. 

Management: Avoid pesticide/herbicide use in known sites; manage grazing to reduce impacts to habitat, in particular impacts to Lathyrus, the larval food plant.

Other Pertinent Information: 
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