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Common Name:  Oregon Plant Bug
Scientific Name:  Lygus oregonae
Phylum: Mandibulata
Class: Insecta

Order: Heteroptera
Family: Miridae

Technical Description:  Kelton (1975) provides a key to the North American species of Lygus, however it uses special terms and relative characteristics and should be used with the guidance of an expert. Identification of specimens is best done by experts.
Life History:  Host-specific and lives on a single species of plant, Ambrosia chamissonis (Less.) E. Greene, or Beach-bur, a composite (Applegarth 1995).
Range, Distribution, and Abundance:  The type locality is from Waldport, Lincoln Co., Oregon. It has since been found from Long Beach, Washington south into Oregon at Neskowin, Newport, and Waldport. Potential habitat has also been noted at Gold Beach and Arcata, California although no surveys have been conducted at these latter locations (Applegarth 1995).
Specific occurrence information is not available, but known sites appear to occur on private and state (parks) lands with Siuslaw National Forest lands very near the northernmost and southernmost occurrences.

Habitat Associations:  The above-mentioned host plant has a narrow distribution along the Pacific Coast of North America, from British Columbia to Baja California. It grows only on sand dunes near the beach, usually just back of the foremost dune (Applegarth 1995).
Threats:  The host species may be threatened by encroachment of exotic vegetation.
Conservation Considerations:  None addressed.
Other pertinent information (includes references to Survey Protocols, etc):  A sweep net can be used to collect this species. The appropriate survey time appears to be summer, from May to August (Applegarth 1995).
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