
SPECIES FACT SHEET

Common Name:  Foliaceous Lace Bug
Scientific Name:  Derephysia foliacea
Phylum: Mandibulata
Class: Insecta

Order: Heteroptera
Family: Tingidae

Technical Description:  There are no keys to the species level. This species was originally described from Sweden. There are 30 to 35 species of lace bugs in Oregon. Identification of all specimens should be done by experts (Applegarth 1995).
Life History:  The collection dates range from mid-July to early October with the majority of specimens having been found during August. Lace bugs complete one or more cycles in each growing season. Immatures and adults are sedentary, may become locally numerous, and may cause damage or death to the host plant. The local food plant is not known for this particular species. It seems to be somehow associated with ants (Applegarth 1995).
Range, Distribution, and Abundance:  A palearctic species widely distributed in Eurasia and North Africa. In North America it is known only from the Oregon records. It has been recorded from the Coast Range in Polk and Benton counties and most specimens come from the summit meadows on Grass Mountain and Marys Peak. In the Cascades it is known from Marion and Lane counties and most of those records are from the H. J. Andrews Experimental Forest (Applegarth 1995).
Documented occurrences are known from the Siuslaw and Willamette National Forests.  
Habitat Associations:  The host plant for this species in Oregon is not known but is likely a plant that occurs in forest meadows. Most examples from Oregon were found in high and relatively dry ridge-top or mountaintop meadows surrounded by minimally disturbed coniferous forest. Most specimens were found from approximately 4000 to 5000 feet elevation (Applegarth 1995).
Threats:  No specific information available.
Conservation Considerations:  None addressed.
Other pertinent information (includes references to Survey Protocols, etc):  This species has been found in Oregon mostly during the dry part of the summer. It can be collected by sweeping through grass with a heavy duty net (Applegarth 1995).
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