SPECIES FACT SHEET

Species Common Name:  Southern tightcoil
Species Scientific Name:  Ogaridiscus subrupicola, (Dall 1877).
Phylum:  Mollusca

Class:  Gastropoda

Order  Stylommatophora
Family: Zonitidae
Type Locality:  “Clinton’s Cave, east of Lake Point Station, Tooele Co., Utah.” (Frest and Johannes 1995).  

OR/WA BLM and FS Region 6 Units where Suspected or Documented:
Suspected in Wallowa-Whitman and Umatilla National Forests.
Technical Description:
Now recognized as a unique species, this taxon was originally described within a subgenus (Ogaridiscus) of the Genus Pristiloma, and is very similar in general size and appearance to other Pristiloma species.  
Shell is very small and strongly depressed, the largest specimen in the type lot having 5 ½ whorls in a diameter of 3.5 mm, height 1.5 mm. (note: type author states that this may be incorrect number of whorls, with the actual number being 4 ½).  Shell is transparent, nearly smooth, but on the latter half of the last whorl there are usually some unevenly spaced, impressed grooves, and very weak spiral striae on base.  The periphery of the shell is rounded and the round aperture is very slightly deflected downward. The umbilicus is very tiny (perforate) or closed by expansion of the columella.  Animal is without pigment, with sole of foot narrowly rounded, almost pointed posteriorly.  
Life History:
Semelparous – lives 1-2 years, breeds and dies.  Population turn over is probably greater than 90%.   
Feed by scraping algae, yeast, bacteria and diatoms from rock and woody surfaces.  May occasionally feed on other plant surfaces.  Present all year, but probably not active under snow in winter.  Individuals are entirely terrestrial, but seek refugia sites where the humidity level is relatively high and temperature is constant, such as deep within rock talus.  
Range, Distribution (Current and Historic), and Abundance:
Reported from three widely separate locations, the type location in Tooele Co. and East fork of Willow Creek in Shoshone Co., Utah; and from Pine Creek Valley, above Weston, in Umatilla Co., OR.  No specimens have been reported in recent years.  No specific information on abundance found.  

Habitat Associations:  

Since this species is so rarely found, habitat associations given here are general.  Site in Oregon is a short, rather dry, North-facing basalt cliff face and shallow talus in open Ponderosa pine and Douglas fir forest, elevation 2000’.  Associated mollusk species, including Megomphix lutarius, are mesophiles, indicating more than usual moisture levels at the site.   

Threats:

The one known site in Oregon has been heavily grazed, and most of the surrounding area has been logged.  No recent collections have been made at the site.  Disturbance to refugia sites and/or moisture regime as a result of grazing and overstory removal may cause population declines at local sites.
Conservation Considerations:
(1) Known sites should be managed to maintain the current vegetative cover and hydrologic regime. 
(2) Grazing should be monitored at known sites to determine impacts to talus habitat and effect to hydrologic patterns.
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