SPECIES FACT SHEET

Common Name: Olympic brachydontium moss 

Scientific Name: Brachydontium olympicum
Recent synonyms: Grimmia olympica, Brachydontium polycarpum
Division: Bryophyta

Class: Bryopsida

Order: Seligeriales
Family: Seligeriaceae

Taxonomic Note: McIntosh and Spence (1986) transferred this taxon from Grimmia (Grimmiaceae) to Brachydontium (Seligeriaceae). Iwatsuki et al. (2004) reported that Brachydontium polycarpum from Japan is identical to B. olympicum from the Pacific Northwest. The name Brachydontium olympicum has priority over B. polycarpum and replaces the latter.

Technical Description: Plants tiny, 2-6 mm tall, green to brownish, sometimes branched. Leaves 1-2.5 mm long, erect-spreading, more or less curved in the same direction (secund) when moist to slightly contorted when dry, lanceolate or subulate, concave, the tips blunt, basal cells rectangular and thin-walled, distal cells mostly rounded-quadrate and 1:1 or occasionally 2:1 and thick-walled, usually bistratose in upper half, walls between the cells bulging (mamillose) in cross-section, the entire margins sometime incurved near the tips, costa strong. Seta 0.5-2 mm long, twisted counterclockwise and curved when dry. Capsules brown, immersed in the leaves to shortly exserted, sphaerical or shortly ovate, 0.4-1 mm long, ribbed or wrinkled when dry, operculum with a beak, peristome absent. Distinctive characters: (1) tiny brownish-green moss on rocks at timberline with (2) subulate, blunt-tipped leaves with incurved margins and bistratose isodiametric cells in the upper half, and (3) globose ribbed capsules with no peristome. Similar species: Brachydontium trichodes (1) is only to 1.2 mm tall, (2) has distal leaf cells short-rectangular to rhombic, and (3) a peristome of 16 short teeth. Species of Seligeria and Blindia have smooth capsules and all but Seligeria donniana have a peristome. Other descriptions and illustrations: Frye 1910 (as Grimmia olympica); Jones 1933: 26 (as Grimmia olympica); Lawton 1971: 130 (as Grimmia olympica); Noguchi 1988: 333 (as Grimmia olympica); McIntosh and Spence 1986: 200; Vitt and Spence 2007: 328.

Life History: Details for Brachydontium olympicum are not documented. The protonema is inconspicuous, forming buds and shoots in usual fashion of moss growth and development.
Range, Distribution, and Abundance: Alaska, British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, Japan. In the Pacific Northwest, restricted to the North Shore Mountains and Cascade Range from British Columbia to Oregon. Brachydontium olympicum is one of a suite of species with a North Pacific distribution (Schofield 1984). 

National Forests: documented from the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie and Mt. Hood forests (Mt. Hood—Robinson and Hermann 1964; Mt. Baker—McIntosh and Spence 1986) and formerly present on the Gifford Pinchot NF (Mt. St. Helens—Lawton 1971); suspected on all forests in and west of the Cascade Range in Washington, and on the Deschutes NF in Oregon. Documented from Mount Rainier National Park (Lawton and Hermann 1964) and Olympic National Park (Hutten 2005). BLM Districts: none documented or suspected.  
Rare throughout its range, probably undercollected.
Habitat Associations: Forming loose mats on exposed acidic boulders or soil in rock crevices. In boulder fields, moraines, and ledges of cliffs, often in areas of late snowmelt. Subalpine to alpine elevations between 5,000 and 6,000 feet. On Oregon's Mt. Hood Brachydontium occurs above timberline at about 6,000 ft where the plant association is probably Phyllodoce empetriformis and Cassiope mertensiana heath. Elsewhere in the Pacific Northwest Brachydontium probably also occurs in Pinus albicaulis, Tsuga mertensiana, Abies lasiocarpa, and Abies amabilis associations.

Threats: Habitats in the Pacific Northwest are usually remote and visited by few people. Rock climbing, trail construction, trail maintenance, and hiking may impact Brachydontium locally but not over large areas of subalpine and alpine habitat. However, air pollution and climate change are serious long-term threats. Species growing on peaks and ridgetops are subject to accumulation of harmful aerosols from cloud interception. Long-term air quality monitoring could identify possible threats and impacts. Brachydontium is one of a suite of bryophytes restricted to alpine and subalpine habitats in the Pacific Northwest, and populations south of the Canadian border may be at risk because of rising temperatures and loss of alpine habitat.

Conservation Considerations: Revisit known localities and monitor the status of the populations. Search for new populations on federal lands. Protection of known sites from recreational activities, particularly alpine hiking and rock climbing, will minimize risk to populations.
Conservation rankings: Global: G2G3; National: NNR; British Columbia: S1S3; Oregon: S1, List 2; Washington: S1, Working List.
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