	[image: image1.png]



	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Pacific

Northwest

Region
	333 SW First Avenue (97204)

PO Box 3623

Portland, OR  97208-3623

503-808-2468


Forest Supervisors
2

	File Code:
	2670
	Date:
	January 31, 2008

	Route To:
	(1950)
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	To:
	Forest Supervisors   

	
	

	 


This letter officially updates the Regional Forester’s Sensitive Species (RFSS) list, which includes federally listed, federally proposed, sensitive species (Enclosure 1), and finalizes the new Strategic Species list (Enclosure 2).  Collectively, these species will now be referred to as “Special Status Species.”  The updated lists reflect comments received from Forest Supervisors in response to the May 3, 2007, (2670/1950) letter requesting review of the draft, Sensitive and Strategic lists based on application of the new interagency criteria.  

Strategic, is a new category of species established in the May 3, 2007, (2670/1950) letter.  Strategic Species are not considered “sensitive” species under Forest Service Manual (FSM) 2670.  They include species that have information gaps (i.e. distribution, habitat, threats) resulting in status or taxonomic uncertainties.  Interagency Special Status/Sensitive Species Program (ISSSSP) staff in the Regional Office (RO) will coordinate with field offices to compile information to remove these uncertainties.  The management requirement for this group of species is to record survey and location information in the agency’s corporate databases Natural Resource Information System (NRIS TES Plants for vascular plants, non-vascular plants and fungi; NRIS Fauna for vertebrates and invertebrates; and NRIS Water for aquatic invertebrates and fish).  Management of known sites located during surveys is not required for any Strategic species.  However, management for sites found for species that are Strategic only because they were suspected on FS or BLM land is recommended since they will be listed as Sensitive in the next list update due to their newly documented status on federal land.  Enclosure 2 identifies those Strategic Species that are Strategic only because they are suspected on FS or BLM lands.  

The RFSS lists will be posted on the ISSSSP internet website at, http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw/issssp/agency-policy.  You will be notified whenever changes are made to these lists (for example, if a species becomes proposed or listed as threatened or endangered).  Each Forest is responsible for tracking any changes in documented or suspected occurrences and reporting those to RO staff.

The ISSSSP and development of the Special Status Species lists are proactive approaches for meeting our obligations under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the National Forest Management Act, and our National policy direction as stated in the 2670 section of the FSM and the U.S. Department of Agriculture Regulation 9500-4.  The primary objectives of the Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive Species Program are to recover federally listed and proposed species and, for Sensitive species, to ensure that actions do not contribute to a loss of viability, or cause a significant trend toward listing under the ESA.  
The effects of any action authorized, funded, or carried out by the FS on a Federal listed, Federal Proposed, or Sensitive species will be analyzed in a Biological Evaluation.

The updated RFSS list included in Enclosure 1 will apply to all projects initiated on or after the date of this letter.  Projects initiated prior to the date of this letter may use the updated RFSS list transmitted in this letter or the RFSS list that was in effect when the project was initiated.  For the purpose of this letter, “initiated” means that a signed, dated document such as a project initiation letter, scoping letter, or Federal Register Notice for the project exists.

Field units are required to utilize the process established for identification and vouchering of bryophytes, lichens, fungi, and mollusks.  The current process for vouchering, particularly, specific information on how to package, label, and provide paperwork, and where to mail these species is provided on the ISSSSP website, http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw/issssp/inventories/identification.shtml.  

If you have specific questions concerning information on the enclosed lists, please contact the following RO staff:


Russ Holmes 503-808-2150 (vascular and nonvascular plants, fungi)


Carol Hughes 503-808-2661 (updated information in spreadsheets, invertebrates)


Sarah Madsen 503-808-2673 (birds)


Elaine Rybak 503-808-2663 (mammals, reptiles)


Scott Woltering 503-808-2669 (fish, amphibians)

For general questions about the R6 Sensitive Species Program, please contact Sarah Madsen, Russ Holmes, or Carol Hughes.  For National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) questions about the RFSS list, please contact Jill Dufour at 503-808-2276.

	

	/s/ Liz Agpaoa (for):

	LINDA GOODMAN

	Regional Forester


Enclosures:  2

cc:  Jose Linares, Jon Raby, Margaret Kain, Lisa Freedman, Jill Dufour, Phil Mattson, Sarah Madsen, Russell Holmes, Carol Hughes, Elaine Rybak, Scott Woltering, Darci Pankratz, pdl r6 forest mailrooms, pdl r6 nr forest-district wildlife bios, dl r6 nr forest fish bios, pdl r6 nr forest botanists, Joseph Furnish, Marc Bosch, Micheal Haske, George Buckner, Al Doelker, Barbara Hill, Jeannie Hoxer, Rob Huff, Joe Lint, Joe Moreau, Adrienne Pilmanis, Joan Seevers, Kelli VanNorman, Janis VanWyhe, Nancy Duncan   
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