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The Interagency Special Status/Sensitive Species Program (ISSSSP) staff have requested proposals as part of the FY2005 inventory and conservation planning efforts (Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Information Bulletin No. OR‑2005-054 and Forest Service (FS) memorandum dated December 20, 2004, File Code 2670‑1950).  Eighty-two proposals were received requesting $1.4 million.  All proposals were reviewed and approved by local line managers prior to submission.  

Forty-one proposals are being funded for a total of $428K (Attachment 1).  Of these, 12 FS field units will be receiving $310K for 30 projects.  Five westside BLM districts will be receiving $110K for ten projects.  Eastside BLM districts will not be receiving funding this fiscal year as all of the BLM funds are from the O&C 6334 account.  Alternative funding opportunities for eastside BLM units are being explored for potential implementation in FY2006.  One project is a collaboration between the FS and BLM so funding will go to both agencies.  Several other projects also benefit both agencies.  One proposal from an Oregon State University graduate student (with endorsement from a field unit) is being funded for $8K.  Some selected proposals contain modifications suggested by the review team.  These modifications are being made with field unit involvement.  

Additional funding will be provided to field units through other ISSSSP sources.  Working groups will be formed for two federal candidate species, the Mardon Skipper and Oregon Spotted Frog.  BLM field units will also be receiving assistance with entering legacy data into the Special Status Species database, Geographic Biotic Observations Geodatabase (GeoBOB).  Forest Service field units may receive similar assistance in FY2006 depending on the readiness of Natural Resource Information System (NRIS) Fauna and Threatened Endangered Species (TES) Plants databases.

Proposals were evaluated based on the criteria outlined in the proposal request by an interagency evaluation group including field representation from the botany and wildlife biology programs for both FS and BLM.  Highly rated proposals:

· had clear objectives, timelines, and products,

· addressed species with a high level of threat, 

· clearly showed how the project and its results would be relevant to filling information gaps and to the overall conservation of the species, and 

· had budgets under $20K which allowed for more widespread distribution of funds.

Proposals for pre-project survey work were not considered for funding.  Feedback will be provided to project leads on proposals that were not selected.

Leads for selected projects need to fill out and return the Accountability Form (Attachment 2) by April 11.  This form is meant to clarify in writing the expected project products and timeline:

· For inventories, final products include data entry from survey area(s) and any species occurrences into the appropriate agency database (i.e., NRIS Fauna, NRIS TES Plants, or GeoBOB), including surveys of areas where no target species were found.  

· Targeted Special Status/Sensitive species of mollusks, lichens, and bryophytes require specimen collection and submission for identification verification following the regional guidelines (see www.or.blm.gov/isssp/Agency_Direction.htm). 

· For projects with habitat assessments, final products include the habitat maps and documentation of the criteria used for mapping habitat.

· For both agencies, the appropriate units of accomplishment, such as acres surveyed, will be part of the final products.  

· An electronic signature from the project lead and line officer is required on the Accountability Form.  

The Accountability Form is to be completed by the field unit project lead unless there are proposed project modifications; in which case, the form will be partially filled out by the Inventory and Conservation Planning Coordinators.  The form will then be sent to the field unit project lead for completion.  Completed forms should be returned to the Regional Office/State Office Contact identified for each project in Attachment 1 (see below for contact information).  The Accountability Form was developed in direct response to feedback from the field concerning past activities under the former Survey and Manage Program.

Funds will be sent to the field units during the next round of agency budget changes after the Accountability Forms (Attachment 2) have been received at the State Office/Regional Office. 

In order to better align with standard budget development processes, we anticipate the call for FY2006 project proposals to occur this August, with a due date in October.  Project proposals that were submitted during this round but were actually requesting FY2006 funding may be resubmitted at that time.  Projects being funded in FY2005 that require FY2006 monies may, depending on the availability of funds, receive continued support in FY2006. 

For more information, contact Kelli Van Norman, Interagency Inventory Coordinator, at 503‑808-6606 (kelli_vannorman@or.blm.gov) or Rob Huff, Interagency Conservation Planning Coordinator, at 503-808-6479 (rob_huff@or.blm.gov).

	/s/ Michael S. Mottice
MICHAEL S. MOTTICE
Deputy State Director for Resource Planning, Use and Protection
Bureau of Land Management Oregon/Washington
	 /s/ Alan G. Christensen
CALVIN JOYNER

Director of Natural Resources
Forest Service
Region 6
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2 -  Interagency Special Status/Sensitive Species Program Accountability Form (5pp)
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