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File Code: 5100 Date: September 4, 2002 
  

  
Subject: Unauthorized Radio and Frequency Use 

  
To: Pacific Northwest Interagency Engine/Tender and Crew Contractors 

 

Attached are two letters concerning radio frequency misuse and the use of unauthorized radios 
on Federal incidents.   

The use of unassigned/unauthorized frequencies creates a direct hazard to all personnel. 
Contractors on federal incidents will only utilize frequencies authorized by the Incident 
Communication Leader, National Telecommunication Information Administration, Federal 
Communications Commission, Federal Aviation Administration, or those listed in the Incident 
Communication Plan.  

The use of Family Radio Service (FRS) is governed by Part 95.191 of the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) Rules and Regulations.  Family Radio Service units 
operate on an unauthorized frequency (166.666 MHZ) that is within the range reserved for 
Federal and State frequencies (150 – 174 MHZ).    

While on Federal incidents, frequency abuse, and use of Family Radio Service units and home 
unit frequencies are not authorized in any case.  Those units identified using 
unauthorized/unassigned frequencies are subject to administrative action. 

 

/s/TERRY A. BROWN 
Fire and Aviation Management 
Fire Equipment Specialist 
 

CC: Jerry Williams, SORO FAM 
       Joe Stutler, SORO FAM 
       Shelby Gales, SORO FAM 
       Monty Bell, R-6 PPM 
       Kathleen Blood, R-6 PPM 
       Robert Heaton, ORSO BLM 
       Jim Coyle, ODF 
       Patricia Morgan, ODF 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To:  GACCs, MACs, ACs, ICs     Date:  August 11, 2000 
 
Subject:  Frequency Misuse 
                 
 
Firefighter safety is being compromised and the Fire and Aviation Directors for the Department of the Interior and 
USDA, Forest Service will not tolerate any such actions.  Crews, engines, firefighting and aircraft personnel are not 
adhering to assigned frequencies for use on division tactical, command, and air operations.  Many are using 
unassigned frequencies not authorized by the Communications Unit Leaders, National Telecommunication 
Information Administration (NTIA), Federal Communications Commission (FCC), Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) and operating outside of the Incident Communication Plan (ICS-205).   
 
As an example, on August 9, 2000 a strike team of engines was operating on an unassigned frequency and the 
Division Group Supervisor was unable to alert them to a potential emergency fire situation that was about to overrun 
them.  The Communications Unit Leader alerted them via the unauthorized frequency and they were able to retreat 
to a safe area.  If they had not been notified, they might have been injured or a possible loss of life may have 
occurred. 
 
The use of unassigned/unauthorized frequencies creates a direct hazard to all personnel.  By placing them off of the 
assigned net and not following the ICS-205 Communications Plan there is no way of notifying these units in the 
event there is  emergency traffic much less normal incident traffic.  
 
Frequency abuse, and use of Family Radio Service units, the “Satan channel” 166.666 MHz., and home unit 
frequencies are not authorized in any case.  Those units identified using unauthorized/unassigned frequencies are 
subject to administrative action.   
 
/s/Dennis W. Pendleton     /s/Ron Dunton 
DENNIS W. PENDLETON    RON DUNTON 
Asst. Director, Wildland Fire Operations   Fire Program Manager 
USDA, Forest Service, NIFC    USDI, Bureau of Land Management, NIFC 
 
 
  

/s/Jim Stires      /s/Roger D. Erb 
JIM STIRES      ROGER ERB 
Fire Director      Chief, Fire Management Branch 
USDI, Bureau of Indian Affairs, NIFC   USDI, Fish and Wildlife Service, NIFC 
 
 
  

/s/Sue Vap      /s/Bill Baden 
SUE VAP      BILL BADEN 
Fire Director      National Association of State Foresters 
National Park Service, NIFC    Representative, NIFC 


