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Azurite Mine and Mill Site
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA)
Clean-Up Project

Community Relations Plan

| OVERVIEW

The Azurite Mine Site is located approximately 18 miles west-northwest of Mazama in Mill
Creek drainage, Whatcom County, Washington. An Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment
(APA) and Site Inspection (S1) were completed by the USDA Forest Service (Forest Service) for
the Site in 2004 and 2005, respectively. The SI recommended further investigation, human
health and ecological risk assessments, and an evaluation of cleanup alternatives for the site.

ASARCO LLC (Asarco) and the Forest Service have prepared an Engineering Evaluation/Cost
Analysis (EE/CA) for completing a non-time-critical removal action related to metal
contamination at the Azurite Mine Site. This work is pursuant to a voluntary agreement or
Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) between Asarco and the Forest Service.

Site cleanup will be performed by the Forest Service under the “Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act” (CERCLA) of 1980 cleanup authorities [42 USC
9604(a) and 7 CFR 2.60(m)] and Federal Executive Order 12580. The purpose of the EE/CA is
to evaluate and determine risks to human health and the environment, and to select an alternative
to minimize or eliminate the risks associated with the release of a hazardous substance into the
environment or impact on public health and welfare as outlined in 40 CFR 300.415(b)(2)(i)-
(viii). The EE/CA will be prepared in accordance with the provisions of “National Oil and
Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan,” 40 CFR 300.415(b)(4)(i).

BACKGROUND

Site Location

The Azurite Mine is located near the Cascade Range summit in the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie
National Forest, Whatcom County, Washington 18.5 miles west-northwest of Mazama,
Washington. This portion of the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie is managed by the Okanogan-
Wenatchee National Forest. Most of the site components are on the banks of Mill Creek, a
tributary to Canyon Creek and the Ross Lake reservoir in the Skagit River watershed. U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle Map, Azurite Peak, WASH. (1969), published in the
Washington Atlas (1995), shows the site is located in the north half of Section 18, Township 37
North, Range 17 East of the Willamette Principle Meridian at an elevation of between 4400 to
7700 feet above mean sea level. Travel to the site by means of motorized vehicles is restricted
and requires a permit from the Forest Service.
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The site is accessed by traveling from Mazama, Washington, along FR5400 (Forest Service
Road) to Harts Pass. From Harts Pass, travel by all-terrain vehicle (ATV) on FR 5400-700, and
then on an unimproved, narrow access road to the Site (See Maps, Appendix A).

The mine lies in a remote U-shaped glacial valley on the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest.
The mine openings and ore deposits occur on the west bank of Mill Creek. The mill site and
tailings lie directly east of the mine dump on the opposite bank of the creek.

Site History

Operators of the Azurite Mine included: private individuals (1915-1918), Azurite Copper
Company (1918), Azurite Gold Company (1918-1934), and Asarco (1934-1942). Gold and
minor amounts of silver were produced at the mine from 1918 until 1939, mostly by Asarco.
Combined production receipts totaled $972,000 in gold and silver from 72,700 tons of ore. Ore
was extracted from the underground workings, primarily the Wenatchee and Tinson tunnels, and
milled on site. The mill tailings were deposited in the tailings pile adjacent to the mill
foundation. Stream surface water within the site contains elevated levels of metals (particularly
arsenic). Metals may be mobilized to Mill Creek from the adjacent waste rock piles and
previously dispersed tailings and/or waste rock in the stream bed and bank. The waste rock piles
are currently subject to soil erosion by gravity and run-off to Mill Creek.

Charles H. Ballard, Hazzard Ballard, and Dick McLean located the Azurite deposit in 1916 and
formed the Azurite Copper Co. largely on the basis of abundant chalcopyrite at the discovery
site. As a result of further development, it became apparent that gold was the main commodity,
prompting a name change to Azurite Gold Co. in 1925. Less than 1,200 tons of ore were shipped
until 1934 when Asarco, formerly American Smelting and Refining Company, leased the
property. In 1936, Asarco constructed a 100-ton per-day mill with gravity concentration, cyanide
leach vats, and 700-foot-long aerial tramway to the main haulage adit, theWenatchee tunnel
(CES, 2005). Production ceased in February 1939. Asarco terminated the lease in 1940, but
Azurite Gold Co. continued underground exploration work until 1941 when the War Production
Board issued order L-208 shutting down “non-essential industries.” In 1942, Azurite Gold Co.
dismantled all mine and milling equipment. The mill building was destroyed by fire in 1949.

None of the original group of 42 claims was patented. Azurite Gold Co. maintained corporate
registration with the Secretary of State until the corporation was dissolved in September 1990.
As of 2002, Gray Investments dba Double Dragon Exploration held five unpatented claims on
active status in Sec. 30. Washington Division of Geology and Earth Resources (WDGER)
personnel visited the site on August 18, 2001. Gold values occur in a series of four sulfide
bearing veins that crop out on the steep eastern flanks of Majestic Mountain. Only the Azurite
vein was mined. It ranged from 3 inches to 7 feet in width.
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Site Description

The site consists of five “tunnel” openings (adits), two waste rock piles, a tailings pile, and the
remains of the former mill building foundation. An abandoned office building is located down
slope of the former mill foundation.

The only remaining standing structure on the property is the office building, a corrugated-steel-
clad wooden building on the east bank of Mill Creek opposite the Wenatchee Adit. All traces of
the mill are gone except the concrete footings, a stripped-down diesel engine, burned timbers,
and scrap iron. An empty 10,000-gallon diesel storage tank, headworks, and buckets from the
aerial tramway and miscellaneous pneumatic drill parts lay near the Wenatchee Adit portal.

Dumps from openings driven prior to the AS&R lease are of minimal size and quantity. The
waste rock dump adjacent to the Wenatchee Adit haulage level covers 1.94 acres and is heavily
iron stained. The volume is estimated to be about 5,000 cubic yards. High water during spring
runoff has eroded the dump high wall leaving an undercut face 30 feet high. Soil samples taken
below the oxidized horizon exhibited widely varying values for arsenic, copper, and lead, all of
which exceeded state soil criteria.

Human health and ecological risk assessments indicate that tailings, waste rock, and
contaminated soil are the primary sources of unacceptable risks at the site. The most significant
risks are to aquatic resources, including threatened bull trout, due to continuing releases and the
threat of catastrophic releases of hazardous substances, from the waste rock pile located partially
in Mill Creek, and from the tailings pile located nearby. Terrestrial ecological biota are also at
risk from metal toxicity. The availability of hazardous substances, particularly arsenic, poses an
unacceptable human health risk to recreational users.

A U.S. Bureau of Mines sponsored study of the tailings by Harding-Lawson Associates (1980)
found an average of 0.071 ounces per ton of gold in samples from five drill hole locations.
Based on their estimate of 41,000 tons of tailings, the dump contains approximately 3,000
ounces of unrecovered gold. A grab sample taken by WDGER from the tailings contained 43
milligrams per kilogram of gold (1.25 ounces per ton), determined by the inductively coupled
plasma method.

| SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES |

While the Azurite Site is located in Whatcom County, primary access to the area, historical
economic development, and public connections therewith have been via the Methow Valley in
Okanogan County.

Washington State’s Methow Valley is connected to western Washington via State Route 20. As
of the 2006 census, the county population was about 40,000. Mazama (population 230) is a
small village in the Methow Valley located approximately 13 miles northwest of Winthrop. The
population of Winthrop was recorded as 349 during the 2006 Census. The main employment
for residents of Winthrop listed as retail trade (38%); arts, entertainment, recreation,
accommodation and food services (34%); and educational, health and social services (22%).
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The largest town in the Methow Valley is Twisp with a population of about 1,000 people. Twisp
is situated about 11 miles south of Winthrop along State Route 20. Twisp and Winthrop are the
nearest full service communities to the site. The Methow Valley is accessible from the east and
west during the summer, but State Route 20 closes from late November through April restricting
any travel from the west.

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY

History of Community Involvement and Project Awareness

Prior to development of this Community Relations Plan, there has been little contact with local
governmental agencies concerning the Azurite Mine Site. This plan identifies actions to involve
local officials and alert the general public, including specific user groups, of the potential
hazardous conditions known to exist at the site and planned clean-up actions.

The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest completed an Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment
(APA) in June 2004. The APA was performed by the Forest Service in accordance with the EPA
“Guidance for Performing Preliminary Assessments Under CERCLA,” EPA “Improving Site
Assessment: Abbreviated Preliminary Assessments” of 1999, the “Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act” (CERCLA) of 1980, the “Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act” (SARA) of 1986, and the “National Contingency Plan”
as outlined in 40 CFR Parts 300.410(c)(1)(i-v). The purpose of the assessment was to determine
whether or not there was potential for release of contaminants to the environment and/or to
humans. A copy of the APA was posted to Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest website at
www.fs.fed.us/r6/oka/projects/azurite-mine/azurite-mine.shtml.

The Forest Service retained Cascade Earth Sciences (CES) to perform a site inspection at the
mine. The inspection was performed in accordance with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) publication, “Guidance for Performing Site Inspections under CERCLA” (EPA,
1992). The purpose of the site inspection is to determine the potential threat to human health
and/or the environment from issues identified during the APA. The work was performed under
an existing five-year Forest Service Contract (#10181-1-D007) and in accordance with the Task
Order #53-05G1-3-0310.

The primary objectives of the site inspections were to:

1) Assess the immediate or potential threat that mining wastes pose to human health and/or the
environment.

2) Collect sufficient information to support a decision regarding the need for further action.
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The information was collected in general accordance with CERCLA protocols and
documentation requirements for assessments involving hazardous substances. Specifically, as
outlined in the EPA CERCLA guidance document (EPA, 1992), “the sampling locations are
strategically planned to identify the substances present, determine if hazardous substances are
being released to the environment, and determine whether or not hazardous substances have
impacted specific targets.” The site investigation field activities included sampling and
analyzing soil, waste rock, plant tissue, surface water, and sediment samples from the site and
vicinity.

A copy of the Sl report was posted to Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest website at
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/oka/projects/geology.shtml.

Key Community Concerns

The general public is not cognizant of the fact that this historic mining site may contribute to a
potential public health hazard (See Interview Responses, Appendix B). The bulk of the mining
activity occurred before most of the current population was born, and there are no known reports
of people having suffered adverse health conditions tied to the Site.

As the Community Relations Plan is implemented, the public will become informed of site
contamination and efforts to do clean-up. As a result, there may be individuals and organizations
that will become more interested and involved as they learn more about the situation. As
cleanup efforts are implemented at the site, additional concerns may surface as a result of the
impact those actions may have on the environment.

The popularity of abandoned mine sites for recreational exploration is common in the area.
Many people enjoy exploring these sites and reflecting on the way the pioneers of this area lived.
Others have found opportunity to camp and picnic at some of these sites because they offer open,
relatively flat areas away from crowded recreation facilities. Some mine sites are very popular
riding areas for Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) enthusiasts. As cleanup activities occur the site
may experience increased interest from curious local residents.

TACTICS

The community relations program for Azurite Mine is intended to allow Forest users and
adjacent communities the opportunity learn about and give feedback to the cleanup effort,
without unduly alarming people about present potential hazards. To be effective, the community
relations program must present the project in the light of “a real need to take action” for the
benefit of the environment and Forest users, recognizing the impacts it might impose on certain
recreational and historic values.
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The community relations program provides the following approaches:

1.

Enlist the support and participation of local officials in coordinating community relations
activities. Appropriate officials to involve in the community relations program include the
Whatcom and Okanogan County Commissioners and County Health District officials and
Mayors and City Councils of Twisp and Winthrop. To enlist the support of these officials, an
orientation meeting(s) will be requested by the Forest Service with the county governments
and health district. Regular updates of community reaction and progress with the project will
follow. (See Interview Responses, Appendix B)

Contact Federal and State Elected Officials. Send letters to provide information and offer to
meet with representatives at both the Federal and State levels, as needed. The letters need to
reach these officials at the same time County and Local officials are notified. This will be
done prior to providing information to the general public. (See Contact Letters/Responses,
Appendix C).

Contact the Sauk-Suiattle and Upper Skagit Tribal Councils and the Swinomish Tribal
Community Send a letter to provide information and offer to meet with representatives as
needed. This letter needs to reach the Tribe at the same time County and Local officials are
notified. This will also be done prior to providing information to the general public. (See
Contact Letters/Responses, Appendix C)

Advise the general public of the project. News releases will present factual information
about the existing conditions at Azurite Mine and the timeframe in which cleanup actions
will occur. These releases will be designed to inform the public and identify ways in which
the public can provide input to the project (See News Releases/Updates, Appendix D). News
updates will be forwarded to entities requesting updates via email (See Email Notification
List, Appendix F).

Contact Special Interest Organizations. Send letters outlining the project to organized groups
that have shown interest in Forest Service actions or requested they be informed of new
projects or proposals. Provide them with the opportunity to comment on the project or
otherwise become engaged. (See Contact Letters/Responses, Appendix C).

Public Comments. Public comments will be collected and analyzed throughout the project.
The comments and agency responses will be recorded in the administrative record.

Official Notices. The official paper of record will be identified and all legal notices will be
posted in a timely fashion (See Legal Notices, Appendix F).
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8. Information Repositories. Fact sheets, technical summaries, site reports (including the
Community Relations Plan), and other key documents for this CERCLA project will be
placed in the information repositories.

Paper copies of the key documents will be located at the Methow Valley Ranger District Office;
the Forest Supervisor’s office in Wenatchee; the Okanogan Valley Office; the Methow Valley
Ranger District; and the public libraries in Twisp and Concrete libraries. These sites will also
serve as collections sites and boxes will be provided for the public to provide written comments
on the project.

The complete Administrative Record File for the project is available on forest website at
www.fs.fed.us/r6/oka/projects/azurite-mine/azurite-mine.shtml.

Monitoring Public Response. Through the course of the project, the determination for additional
contact, either by the Forest Service or by other local officials, will be made. The Forest Service
will not be overly aggressive in trying to generate interest in this project, but will provide the
public the opportunity to get involved and respond according to their level of interest.

Providing Updates. The project will be monitored, and officials will be provided with regular
updates and progress reports. Keep the lines of communication open to all who desire to be
informed of the project and specifically with County officials. (Ongoing)

ACTION PLAN

Task & Who Contacts Who Is Responsible When
Develops or Sets Up for Delivery
Letters to Federal, Use Contact List Don Phillips July 2008
State, County, and Minerals
Local Elected Administrator

Officials — Project
Manager with
assistance from PA

Letters to Tribal Sauk-Suiattle and Don Phillips August 2008
Contacts — Project Upper Skagit Tribal Minerals

Manager with Councils and the Administrator

assistance from Swinomish Tribal

Shannon & Powys Community

Gadd
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Tasks & Who Contact Who Is Responsible When
Develops or Sets Up for Delivery
Interview Meetings Okanogan County John Newcom August 2008

with County Officials
(set up by District
Rangers)

Letters to Notify
Special Interests; Use
District Mailing List —

Don Phillips with
assistance from
Shannon.

Commissioners

Whatcom County
Health District

National Park Service
North Cascades NP

District Reviews
Mailing List and
Makes Determination;
Emphasize this is not
a NEPA Project.

Methow Valley DR

Rod Lentz, OSC

Rod Lentz, OSC

Don Phillips
Project Manager

Website — Shannon
works with John &
Don.

Okanogan-Wenatchee
Internet Website.

Rod Lentz, works
with Kristy & Dan to
get info posted.

News Release —
Shannon O’Brien
works with John &
Don.

See attached media
list.

Shannon O’Brien

Official Notices in
Paper of Record —

Paper(s) of record;
consult Jan Flatten.

Rod Lentz
On-Scene Coord.

Rod Lentz
Information Okanogan-Wenatchee | Rod Lentz
Repositories - Rod Supervisor’s Office;
Methow Valley RD;
Okanogan Valley
Office; Mt. Baker RD;
libraries in Twisp &
Sedro Woolley.
Monitoring of Public | Ongoing Process All

Response - All

January 2009
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RESPONSE

Additional information about this project can be obtained from the following Forest Service
sources. Public response to the project is welcomed.

o Arlo Vander Woude
Methow Valley Ranger District
24 West Chewuch Road
Winthrop, WA 98862
Phone 509-996-4083
Email: avanderwoude@fs.fed.us

0 Rod Lentz, On-Scene Coordinator (Technical Contact)
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest
1240 South Second Ave.
Okanogan, WA 98840
Phone 509-826-3274
Email: rlentz@fs.fed.us
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%fm United States Forest Pacilic Northwest Region 24 West Chewueh Road

Iy ‘;:.jf- Department of Serviee Okanozan-Wenatchee Nationual Winthrop, WA 98862

%%ﬁ;ﬁ Agriculture Forest Phone (509} 096-4003
WL Methow Valley Ranger District FAX (509) 996-2208

File Code: 2800
Date: QOctober 22, 2008

Washington Department of Ecology
15 West Yakima Ave, Suite 200
Yakima, WA 98902-3452

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter and the enclosed Executive Summary are intended to provide information
regarding a developing project on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest involving a
clean-up project under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA) at the Azurite Mine and Millsite located northwest of
Mazama, Washington on the Methow Valley Ranger District.

Forest Service personnel are available to meet with you or your representative(s) to
answer questions regarding this project. Comments are requested, as well as how you
would like to be kept informed on this matter. You are among a number of Federal,
State, and local officials and applicable agencies and organizations receiving this
request.

If you have guestions and/or would like to meet please contact Don Phillips, District
Minerals Administrator at the Winthrop office, phone (509) 996-4083, or by e-mail at
dsphillips@fs,fed.us.

Sincerely,

A, ¢

~JOHN E. NEWCOM
District Ranger

Enclosure: Executive Summary, Azurite Mine and Millsite

\/ Ce: Rodney T. Lentz, On-Scene Coordinator

Caring for the Land and Serving People Frnicd on Arcydsd Papsr
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‘,‘;;‘ﬁ":}";::\ United States Forest Pacific Northwest Region 24 West Chewueh Rouad

I sfj; Depurtment of Service Okanogan-Wenatchee National Winthrop, WA 98562
'%' =) Agriculture Forest Phone (509} 906-4003
ST Methow Valley Ranger District FAX (509) 996-2208

File Code: 2800
Date: October 22, 2008

Washington Department of Ecology
3180 - 160th Ave. SE
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter and the enclosed Executive Summary are intended to provide information
regarding a developing project on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forast involving a
clean-up project under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA) at the Azurite Mine and Millsite located northwest of
Mazama, Washington on the Methow Valley Ranger District.

Forest Service personnel are available to meet with you or your representative(s) to
answer questions regarding this project. Comments are requested, as well as how you
would like to be kept informed on this matter. You are among a number of Federal,
State, and local officials and applicable agencies and organizations receiving this
reguest.

If you have questions and/or would like to meet please contact Don Phillips, District
Minerals Administrator at the Winthrop office, phone (509) 996-4083, or by e-mail at
dsphillips@fs,fed.us.

Sincerely,

Z

JOHN E. NEWCOM
District Ranger

Enclosure: Executive Summary, Azurite Mine and Millsite

g Ce: Rodney T, Lentz, On-Scense Coordinator
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‘\ United States Forest Pacific Northwest Region 24 West Chewuch Roud

Department of Service Okanogan-Wenatchee National Winthrop, WA 08862
1 Agriculture Forest Phone (309) 996-4003
Methow Valley Ranger District FAX (509) 996-2208

File Code: 2800
Date: October 22, 2008

Morth Cascades National Park
810 State Route 20
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter and the enclosed Executive Summary are intended to provide information
regarding a developing project on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest involving a
clean-up project under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA) at the Azurite Mine and Millsite located northwest of
Mazama, Washington on the Methow Valley Ranger District.

Forest Service personnel are available to meet with you or your representative(s) to
answer questions regarding this project. Comments are requested, as well as how you
would like to be kept informed on this matter. You are among a number of Federal,
State, and local officials and applicable agencies and organizations receiving this
request.

If you have questions and/or would like to meet please contact Don Phillips, District
Minerals Administrator at the Winthrop office, phone (509) 996-4083, or by e-mail at
dsphillips@fs,fed.us.

Sincerely,

JOHN E. NEWCOM

~District Ranger

Enclosure: Executive Summary, Azurite Mine and Millsite

\/ Cc: Rodney T, Lentz, On-Scene Coordinator
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switie,  United States Forest Pacific Northwest Region

e % : =

; ;‘ Department of Service Okanogan-YWenatchee Nation:l
'&' ¥2!  Agriculture Forest
Eei=l Methow Valley Ranzer District

24 West Chewueh Road
Winthrop, WA 98862
Phoue (309) 996-4003
FAX (309) 996-2208

File Code:

Date:

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Sarvice
Wenatchee Office

215 Melody Lane
Wenatchee, WA 885801

Dear Sir or Madam:

2800
October 22, 2008

This letter and the enclosed Executive Summary are intended to provide information
regarding a developing project on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest involving a
clean-up project under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation.,
and Liability Act (CERCLA) at the Azurite Mine and Millsite located northwest of

Mazama, Washington on the Methow Valley Ranger District.

Forest Service personnel are available to meet with you or your representative(s) to
answer questions regarding this project. Comments are requested, as well as how you
would like to be kept informed on this matter. You are among a number of Federal,
State, and local officials and applicable agencies and organizations receiving this

request.

If you have questions and/or would like to meet please contact Don Phillips, District
Minerals Administrator at the Winthrop office, phone (509) 996-4083, or by e-mail at

dsphillips@fs,fed.us.
Sincerely,

.

pB Lt ,g"
\ég N E. NEWCOM
istrict Ranger
\/ Enclosure: Executive Summary, Azurite Mine and Millsite

Ceor Rodney T. Lentz, On-Scene Coordinator
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United States Forest Olanogan-Yenatchee 24 West Chewuch Road
Department of Service National Forest Winthrop, WA 98862
Agriculture Methow Valley Ranger District (509} 996-4003

FAX 509996 2208

File Code: 2360-1/5570-1

Date: August 25, 2008

Sauk-Suiattle Tribal Council

James Roberts, Chair CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN
5318 Chief Brown Lane RECEIPT REQUESTED
Darrington, Washington 98241-9420 NUMBER: 7099 3220 0006 5994 6649

Dear Mr. Roberts:

As part of our ongoing responsibility to coordinate with the Sauk-Suiattle Tribal Council
concerning activities on ceded lands, this letter is to notify you of a proposed project on a portion
of the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest that is administered by the Okanogan-Wenatchee
National Forest.

The Forest Service is proposing to initiate hazardous materials clean-up at the Azurite Mine Site
which is located in Whatcom County in the Mill Creek drainage approximately 18.5 miles west-
northwest of Mazama, Washington (approximately 35 miles via roadways from Mazama) (see
enclosed map).

The Forest Service has been conducting a CERCLA (Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act) investigation at the Azurite Mine since 2005. Cascade Earth
Sciences (CES) performed a Site Inspection (SI) at the Azurite Mine to assess the immediate or
potential threat that (mining) wastes pose to human health and/or the environment and to collect
sufficient information to support a decision regarding the need for further action. The results
indicated that a number of contaminants (metals) exceeded the Model Toxics Control Act
(MTCA) values for surface water, sediment, waste rock, tailings, and soils.

The Forest Service identified ASARCO LLC (Asarco) as the primary site operator. Asarco
leased, developed, and operated the Azurite Mine Site from 1934-1940. Under an administrative
order on consent, Asarco (contractor MFG, Ine.) and the Forest Service prepared an Engineering
Evaluation and Cost Analysis (EE/CA) for site clean up. Copies of the site inspection and
EE/CA are available for review.

The proposed action is a Federal undertaking that has the potential to cause effects to historic
properties. As such, pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4({a)(4), the Forest Service is initiating consultation
with you. The area of potential effect (APE) is approximately 7 acres at the Azurite Mine.
Cultural resource survey of the APE is underway. The only documented site within the APE 1s

the Azurite Mine itself.
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[ recognize that the Sauk-SuiattleTribal Council may have special interests or knowledge of
traditional cultural uses or properties within the project area. If you have any information or
concerns regarding cultural properties for this proposal please contact Powys Gadd, Heritage
Program Manager for the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest at (509) 664-9394, [ am aware
that much of this information can be sensitive and must be treated confidentially. The provisions
and conditions for disseminating and sharing culturally sensitive information relative to this
project can be discussed between appropriate tribal leaders and Forest Service representatives.

If you would like to meet with me or other Forest Service personnel, please contact me at (509)
996-4003. If you want to respond to this proposal in writing, comments should be sent to the
Methow Valley Ranger District, 24 West Chewuch Road, Winthrop, Washington, 98862, While
your comments are always welcome, it would be best if' comments are received no later than
September 26, 2008.

Sincerely,

£

HN E. NEWCOM
District Ranger

Enclosure: project location map

Cec:  Richard Wolten
Powys Gadd, Archaeologist, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest
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2y United States Forest Okanogan-Wenatchee 24 West Chewuch Road

Giaedsl  Depuartment of Service Mational Forest Winthrop, WA 08862
Apriculture Methow Valley Ranger District (509) 996-4003
FAX 509 996 2208

File Code: 2360-1/5570-1

Date: August 25, 2008

Upper Skagit Tribal Council

Marilyn Scott, C_hajr CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN
25944 Community Plaza RECEIPT REQUESTED

Sedro Woolley, Washington 98284-9721 NUMBER: 7099 3220 D006 5994 6625
Dear Ms. Scott:

As part of our ongoing responsibility to coordinate with the Upper Skagit Tribal Council
concerming activities on ceded lands, this letter is to notify you of a proposed project on a portion
of the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest that is administered by the Okanogan-Wenatchee
National Forest.

The Forest Service is proposing to initiate hazardous materials clean-up at the Azurite Mine Site
which is located in Whatcom County in the Mill Creek drainage approximately 18.5 miles west-
northwest of Mazama, Washington (approximately 35 miles via roadways from Mazama) (see
enclosed map).

The Forest Service has been conducting a CERCLA (Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act) investigation at the Azurite Mine since 2005. Cascade Earth
Sciences (CES) performed a Site Inspection (SI) at the Azurite Mine to assess the immediate or
potential threat that (mining) wastes pose to human health and/or the environment and to collect
sufficient information to support a decision regarding the need for further action. The results
indicated that a number of contaminants (metals) exceeded the Model Toxics Control Act
(MTCA) values for surface water, sediment, waste rock, tailings, and soils.

The Forest Service identified ASARCO LLC (Asarco) as the primary site operator. Asarco
leased, developed, and operated the Azurite Mine Site from 1934-1940, Under an administrative
order on consent, Asarco (contractor MFG, Inc.) and the Forest Service prepared an Engineering
Evaluation and Cost Analysis (EE/CA) for site clean up. Copies of the site inspection and
EE/CA are available for review.

The proposed action is a Federal undertaking that has the potential to cause effects to historic
properties. As such, pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(a)(4), the Forest Service 1s initiating consultation
with you. The area of potential effect (APE) is approximately 7 acres at the Azurite Mine.
Cultural resource survey of the APE is underway. The only documented site within the APE is
the Azurite Mine itself.
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I recognize that the Upper Skagit Tribal Council may have special interests or knowledge of
traditional cultural uses or properties within the project area. If you have any information or
concerns regarding cultural properties for this proposal please contact Powys Gadd, Heritage
Program Manager for the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest at (309) 664-9394, 1 am aware
that much of this information can be sensitive and must be treated confidentially. The provisions
and conditions for disseminating and sharing culturally sensitive information relative to this
project can be discussed between appropriate tribal leaders and Forest Service representatives.

If you would like to meet with me or other Forest Service personnel, please contact me at (509)
996-4003. If you want to respond to this proposal in writing, comments should be sent to the
Methow Valley Ranger District, 24 West Chewuch Road, Winthrop, Washington, 98862. While
your comments are always welcome, it would be best if comments are received no later than
September 26, 2008.

Sincerely,

ot

HN E. NEWCOM
District Ranger

Enclosure: project location map

Ce: Doreen Maloney, Acting General Manager
Powys Gadd, Archaeologist, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest
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2 5 Department of Service Natonal Forest Winthrop, WA 98862
Agriculture Methow Valley Ranger District (509) 996-4003

FAX 509 996 2208

File Code: 23a60-1/5570-1

Date: August 25, 2008

Swinomish Tribal Community

Brian Cladoosby, Chair CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN
P.O. Box 817 RECEIPT REQUESTED
LaConner, Washington 98257-0817 NUMBER: 7099 3220 0006 5994 6632

Dear Mr. Cladoosby:

As part of our ongoing responsibility to coordinate with the Swinomish Tribal Community
concerning activities on ceded lands, this letter is to notify you of a proposed project on a portion
of the Mt. Baker-Snogualmie National Forest that is administered by the Okanogan-Wenatchee
Mational Forest.

The Forest Service is proposing to initiate hazardous materials clean-up at the Azurite Mine Site
which is located in Whatcom County in the Mill Creek drainage approximately 18.5 miles west-
northwest of Mazama, Washington (approximately 35 miles via roadways from Mazama) (see
enclosed map).

The Forest Service has been conducting a CERCLA (Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act) investigation at the Azurite Mine since 2005. Cascade Earth
Sciences (CES) performed a Site Inspection (SI) at the Azurite Mine to assess the immediate or
potential threat that (mining) wastes pose to human health and/or the environment and to collect
sufficient information to support a decision regarding the need for further action. The results
indicated that a number of contaminants (metals) exceeded the Model Toxics Control Act
(MTCA) values for surface water, sediment, waste rock, tailings, and soils.

The Forest Service identified ASARCO LLC (Asarco) as the primary site operator. Asarco
leased, developed, and operated the Azurite Mine Site from 1934-1940. Under an administrative
order on consent, Asarco (contractor MFG, Inc.) and the Forest Service prepared an Engineering
Evaluation and Cost Analysis (EE/CA) for site clean up. Copies of the site inspection and
EE/CA are available for review.

The proposed action is a Federal undertaking that has the potential to cause effects to historic
properties. As such, pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(a)(4), the Forest Service is initiating consultation
with you. The area of potential effect (APE) is approximately 7 acres at the Azurite Mine.
Cultural resource survey of the APE is underway. The only documented site within the APE is
the Azurite Mine itself.
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I recognize that the SwinomishTribal Community may have special interests or knowledge of
traditional cultural uses or properties within the project area. If you have any information or
concerns regarding cultural properties for this proposal please contact Powys Gadd, Heritage
Program Manager for the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest at (309) 664-9394. | am aware
that much of this information can be sensitive and must be treated confidentially. The provisions
and conditions for disseminating and sharing culturally sensitive information relative to this
project can be discussed between appropriate tribal leaders and Forest Service representatives.

If you would like to meet with me or other Forest Service personnel, please contact me at (509)
996-4003. If you want to respond to this proposal in writing, comments should be sent to the
Methow Valley Ranger District, 24 West Chewuch Road, Winthrop, Washington, 98862. While
your comnments are always welcome, it would be best if comments are received no later than
September 26, 2008.

Sincerely,

AiA

HN E. NEWCOM
Distnict Ranger

Enclosure: project location map

Ce: Charles O’Hara, Cultural Chairman
Powys Gadd, Archaeologist, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest
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—<=——=#> Swinomish Indian Tribal Community

A Federally Recoenteed ndian Tobe Orzaneed Pursuant w25 U5, C 5476

' “ u ? Cultural Resource Protection Office
1 = Sacial Services Building
. P, O Box 388 7 17337 Reservation Road
. s La Conner. WA 98257
St N2y Phone: 360 466.7352
{S:_ . Fax: 3604661632
?‘ﬁ A\ A ’ll-@'_ Larry Campbell, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
oy Micale Lockrem, Administrative Assistant
gl Theresa Trebon, Records Manager - Archivist

Subject: Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NF Azurite Mine Site Clean Up, Whateom County
Dear John E. Newecom:

T'he Swinomish Cultural Resource Oftice (CRO) received the above-referenced project proposal
on September 3, 2008. Based upon the proposed project location, we have determined that the
project is LDLHtLd outside our current geographical arca of interest: therctore, we decline review
of this proposal. Should the proposed project location change, the CRO requests review of the
revised proposal to determine if the changes place the project within our current geographical
area of interest.

Inadvertent discoveries may occur during project activities, and the following inadvertent
discovery procedures should be followed at all times. Should human/ancestral remains be
discovered during project activities. work in the arca of the discovery should be stopped
immediately. the area secured, and the coroner and local law enforcement notified as per State
law. Should cultural resources (e.g. artifacts made of stone, bone, antler, or shell; archaeological
deposits such as shell midden: archaeologmeal features such as hearths or post holes) be
discovered during project activities, work in the area of the discovery should be stopped
immediately, the area secured, and the Department of Archacology and Historic Preservation
(DAHP) notified (360.586.3065).

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed project. We look forward to working with
you in the future to plan for the protection of cultural resources.

sincerely,
Nie Ic/{ ockrem for

e A

Larry W Campbell, Sr.
Swinomish Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Ce: Larry Camphbell



December 31, 2008

Sierra Club

Cascade Chapter
PO Box 1124
Duvall, WA, 98019

Rebecca Lockett Heath,

Forest Supervisor

Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest,

215 Melody Lane

Wenatchee, WA 98801.
comments-pacificnorthwest-okanogan-methowvalley@fs.fed.us

Re: Azurite Mine Cleanup
Ms. Heath:

I would like to commend the Forest Service for their addressing of the clean up of the
Azurite mine complex on the Okanogan National Forest. Of the 5 alternatives the Sierra
Club accepts that alternative 2B should be the preferred alternative. However, we have
several concerns which need to be addressed. Our primary concern is the project will
impact an inventoried roadless area, and impact its wilderness qualities. The mining and
clean up activity in this area, along with the long access road, may affect the Forest
Service’s review or recommendation of the mining area and road corridor for potential
inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System. The Sierra Club and others
have long advocated that this area be designated wilderness. In order to mitigate the
impact on this potential Wilderness, the following measures should be included in the
final clean up proposal:

1. Due to the toxic nature of metals in the soils and streams, and to insure “minimization
of direct contact,” access to the site should be limited. Mitigation should include gating
the road (5400-700) at a place and with a method that eliminates access by ATV and/or
ORV. Access could be allowed for monitoring and maintenance at the site allowing road
use only by permit. Foot access would still be allowed but the road should be posted “no
usage from motorized vehicles including snowmobiles”.

2. The length of the road, the time frame (up to 30 years for future monitoring and
maintenance), the aesthetic scar of the road, potential invasion of exotic species, and the
intrusion the road makes into a potential wilderness area dictates significant mitigation.
We believe that an amount of money equal to that spent rebuilding this road, together
with the estimated 30 year maintenance money for keeping the road in operational status
should be allocated to the decommissioning of other roads in the vicinity. Furthermore,
after monitoring and maintenance is concluded, this road should be decommissioned or
reconstructed as a trail. The cost of decommissioning other roads and the reconstruction


mailto:comments-pacificnorthwest-okanogan-methowvalley@fs.fed.us

or decommissioning of Road 5400-700 should be added to the estimated cost of the
whole project. Accordingly, the forest plan and final EIS should address these concerns.

3. We also want insurance that the mineral rights from both the Azurite and Gold Hill
prospects (same ore body) be withdrawn so that mining does not occur in the future. The
Forest Service should be taking all measures to prevent this type of toxic waste dump and
associated roads and facilities in the future.

Thank you for addressing this issue and we look forward to our concerns being
addressed.

Sincerely,

Mike Town
Sierra Club Cascade Chapter Board Member
Mtown0Ol@msn.com
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Post Office Box 95950, University Station
Seattle, Washington 958145-1980

Rebecca Lockett Heath January 2,
2009

Forest Supervisor

Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest,

215 Melody Lane

Wenatchee, WA 98801.
comments-pacificnorthwest-okanogan-methowvalley @fs.fed.us

Re: Azurite Mine Cleanup

Dear Supervisor Heath:

The North Cascades Conservation Council (NCCC) is pleased that the US Forest Service
has proposed a cleanup at the Azurite mine. Future land and water contamination from
the Azurite mine tailings are unacceptable. The Azurite mine sits in the headwaters of
the Skagit River and impacts many important resources throughout the region, from local
fish and wildlife habitat to the overall health of Puget Sound.

The challenges posed by mine cleanup are significant. NCCC concurs that alternative 2B
should be the preferred alternative. However, we have several major concerns that
should be addressed before moving forward.

NCCC has long sought to designate the Azurite mine area as wilderness. Reconstruction
of Road 5400-700 will have a major impact on future wilderness status. We believe that
steps need to be taken to assure that the road will be decommissioned in a timely manner.
We also believe that substantial mitigation for the impact of Azurite mine cleanup is

warranted, especially as it pertains to road reconstruction and maintenance. Specifically:

e The US Forest Service needs to set aside adequate money at the beginning of the
project to assure that funds will be available for effective road maintenance during its
use and decommissioning when the road is no longer needed for monitoring the Azurite
mine.

® The proposed road reconstruction makes a major infrastructure investment in a
potential wilderness area, thus requiring significant mitigation. An amount of money
equal to that needed to reconstruct the road, together with the estimated 30 year cost of
maintaining the road should be allocated to the decommissioning of other roads in the
vicinity.

¢ Serious consideration should be given to shortening the length of time for monitoring
the mine via road. Monitoring of the mine can continue for three decades or more, but
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the road is likely needed only for the first decade after the cleanup project reaches
substantial completion. Beyond the first decade, monitoring can be done via helicopter,
horseback, and other less expensive means than maintaining a very long road in
difficult terrain.

¢ Due to the toxic nature of metals in the tailings, adjacent soils, and local waters, and to
insure “minimization of direct contact,” access to the site should be extremely limited.
Mitigation should include gating Road 5400-700 at a place and with a method that
eliminates all access by unauthorized ATVs and/or ORVs. Vehicular access should be
allowed only for monitoring at the site. Road use should be by permit only. The road
should be clearly posted “no usage by motorized vehicles, including snowmobiles.”

e After road access for monitoring the mine is no longer needed, Road 5400-700 should
be decommissioned and reconstructed as a trail. The cost of the road to trail
reconstruction should be added to the estimated cost of the whole project. Accordingly,
the forest plan and final EIS should address these issues.

® Mineral rights from both the Azurite and Gold Hill prospects (same ore body) should
be fully withdrawn so that mining does not occur in the area in the future. The US
Forest Service should be taking all measures possible to prevent this type of toxic waste
dump and associated roads and facilities in the future.

Thank you for working on this important cleanup project and for the opportunity to
comment on making the project most cost-effective for taxpayers and habitat alike.

Sincerely,

Marc Bardsley

President, North Cascades Conservation Council
P.O. Box 95980

University Station

Seattle, WA. 98145-2980
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