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United States Fovast Paziie 253 §W First Avenne
Deparimeant of Service Northwsst PO Box 3623
Arriccltoee Resizn ) Perfland, OR 57105-36:3

S03-808-2458
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icg President, Gereral Counssl & Secretary
ASARCTO Incersorated CERTIFIED MAIL - RETUEN
2573 2. Camelback Road ' RECEIPT REGUESTED
Plosniz, AZ 33062240 NCMBER:

F000-1670-0807-76%3-7892

Dear Mr. Medliser

The USDA Forast Service ie investgatns the zelease of hazardous substances zssocizted with
thc i:_=ar: e Azurite Mins and Mill Sire (Site) Jocaisd on Nafiona: Forast System ‘znd i nosth-
Wesnngton, The Site is loczed in Whztcom County, section 35, T37N, R17E. Tre
*r:u g3t Cusr'u ceis eoncucting its Frvest s it “er its sufyorties under e Cow prehensive

Eorvizonreria: Response, Compenseion, end Lishility Azt "CERCLA"), 42 US.C. §§ 9601~
%675, The Washington Depasmer: of Ecolozy (DOZ) Aas emﬂ‘ﬂs 2d cencemn abott condidons
at the Site and will likely be an ective participant in any response actons resded 2t the Site.

In August 2002, the Washizgton Deparimernt of Natural Rescurces prepared an open Ale report
summT anzing krown condiziors at the Site *m,lac.:g sampling data. A copy of the repott is
enciosed. Site fzztores include tailings deposited on 2 steep hiliside edjzcert o Mill Creck anc
waste rock that is eroding irzo WAL Cresle. MY Cresk cortaizs Fab3at for B!l Tront, a listed
sp°c1°= sder-the Endangered Species Ao Soil sappling results indicate arserdc conesatrations
un i 3,800 parts per mullier. (ppnx) and copper concentrations tp o 1,220 ppra. These
concentrzsiors far sxcesd sry gpoicable standard. A Forest Sarvice confrecior hasre cexly
sormpleted & mMOTe CCmprelensive sampling program 1o ster chamdterize the nature end exient
of hazaréous substances avthe Sitz. We il share thai dasa with voz when i becomes available.
I-T CwWeveT, i 15 clesr “nzt 1 L,ERCI 4 12500032 action 13 nesdzd at the Sitz. Upon comgpledan of
“ne I}E.,dl:'ls Site [mzoection 2 -\epu.‘ S b, 12 w1l be necessary 1o prepars 1 Engineering
Eveluzion/Cost Anclysis (EECAY o idin .fu rd evaluate CERCLa responss aitematives.

aS ARCO lezzsed en f‘. :}}"‘ri‘ﬁ—ﬂ the Azomitz Mine and MEL Site from 18234-1940, Drurire thes
me, ASARCO created e 3% fearires, -Trud" naw require e CERCLA respornss. Onerations
gutside the period of :‘LS_»E_?J’:O 5 lezse wers re.fively mminor. These facts lead os ¢

at ASARCC is aliable pasy under C R..,m L Tor oo release and Treztenad releass of
bazerdeas scbstanses Tom e waste rozk znd mli railings 2 e Zite,

The Frooest Servise reguesss 2t ASARKCD conduct the ZE/CA “eeaed ic sglect a0 Approprate
rzzporse at e Site. Thls can 2a ascompished thyough an Admirisrerive Order on Consemt
A0S0 -'E'Jf.:n: ASARIO s corfipmaiion Thal it is irterested in corduetns the ZE/CA . we will

pravace en ACC for o consideration.
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Lo mave a:' cuesions or woud like tomes ‘0 diszass this Site, please comeatihe Tares
Service Ur-Seene Coordinator, Chervi Wooda 1 Your counsel may eomtact James Alsxaner,
the USDA atornay assigned so the matter, Contzct infoonaticn for Ms, Woodzl and e,
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Welock forward o vour response ‘o iais l2fter and ‘o working with you cothe Azwite Mize ang
A0 Sire clzanup. Thenk weou for vour cooperation in tys maner.

Sincerely,
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