Region 6 Version to be used with all IRTCs…

INTEGRATED RESOURCE TIMBER CONTRACT PROSPECTUS

	Contract Name:
	
	

	National Forest:
	
	
	
	Ranger District:
	
	

	Bidding Method:
	
	Best Value determination
	
	Bid Guarantee:
	
	Not Applicable

	Location to Submit Bid:
	 

	Bids Must be Submitted by:
	Date:
	 
	
	    Time:
	   


1.  INTRODUCTION.  This prospectus furnishes prospective bidders with information not contained in the published advertisement and is designed to enable bidders to decide whether or not to further investigate the contract.  The prospectus is not a legally binding document, but is offered to provide general information about a stewardship contract.  The contract does not include descriptions, estimates, and other data in this prospectus, unless otherwise stated.  In the event that the prospectus contains an error or contradicts the sample contract, the contract governs.  Bidders are urged to examine the contract area and make their own estimates.  Contract Form (FS-2400-13, FS-2400-13T) will be used.  Inspect the contract area and the sample contract before submitting a bid.  Obtain the appraisal, other information on the timber, restoration service projects description(s) and specification(s), and conditions of sale and bidding at Forest Service offices listed above and in the named attached advertisement.

2.  SUBMISSION OF BIDS.  This is a contract will be awarded on a best value basis.  Bidders shall submit proposals in two parts; Technical Proposal, and a Price Proposal.  The price proposal shall be made using the attached Bid for Integrated Resource Contract form.  The form includes instructions for making the Technical Proposal as well as submission of the required certifications.
(Add for Small Business Timber Sale Set-Aside Program contracts.)

This is a small business set-aside contract.  The Forest Service shall readvertise the contract without restriction on the size of bidders if no self-certifying, qualified small business concern makes a valid bid.

(For use when total contract value bidding will be required.)

Total Sale Value Bidding:

Prospective contractors must submit bids in terms of the minimum acceptable total timber value.  The bid form states minimum acceptable bid rates and estimated quantities of timber, together with the minimum acceptable total timber value.  The advertised minimum acceptable total timber value is only for the biddable species, as listed on the bid form in the upper section of block 14.  It does not include any non-biddable, fixed rate species listed in the lower section of block 14 titled “Required Removal at Fixed Rate.  Only the Fixed Rate Applies.”  The bidder should enter the offer on the bid form only in terms of the total timber value.  The Forest Service shall establish bid rates by species in the contract by multiplying each species’ minimum acceptable bid rate by the bid increase percentage.  Such rates will be rounded to the nearest cent.  The bid increase percentage is the bidder’s total timber value bid rate divided by the minimum acceptable total timber value.  The total amount for stumpage is the volume of each biddable species multiplied by its bid rate, plus the volume of each fixed rate species multiplied by its fixed rate.

(For use when weighted average stumpage rate bidding will be required.)

Weighted Average Stumpage Rate Bidding:

Prospective contractors must submit bids in terms of the weighted average stumpage rate.  The bid form states minimum acceptable bid rates and estimated quantities of timber, together with the minimum acceptable weighted average rate.  The advertised minimum acceptable weighted average rate is only for the biddable species, as listed on the bid form in the upper section of block 14.  It does not include any non-biddable, fixed rate species listed in the lower section of block 14 titled “Required Removal at Fixed Rate.  Only the Fixed Rate Applies.”  The bidder should enter the offer on the bid form only in terms of weighted average stumpage.  The Forest Service shall establish bid rates by species in the contract by multiplying each species’ minimum acceptable bid rate by the bid increase percentage.  Such rates will be rounded to the nearest cent.  The bid increase percentage is the bidder’s weighted average bid rate divided by the minimum acceptable weighted average rate.  The total amount for stumpage is the volume of each biddable species multiplied by its bid rate, plus the volume of each fixed rate species multiplied by its fixed rate.

3.  LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF TIMBER.  Refer to the sample contract and contract area map attached to the sample contract for legal location of contract area, location of payment units (Substitute “subdivision” for “payment unit” for scaled contracts.), location of cutting units, the acreage of contract area, and the cutting unit acreage.

THE FOLLOWING GENERAL LOCATION, ROUTES OF ACCESS, ACREAGES, AND OTHER SPECIAL LOCATION DATA DO NOT SUPERSEDE THE CONTRACT AREA MAP OR SAMPLE CONTRACT.

(Enter the general location, routes of access, acreage of contract area, harvest unit acres by method, and other special information.  In addition, enter a brief description of how the timber is designated for harvest and any special logging requirements.  Include a statement about the status of marking; for example, “This is a premarked contract,” or give either the estimated volume or the percentage of total volume that is marked as of the date of advertisement.  Include an estimate of log quality in the percentage of volume by species and any other description as warranted.)
4.  TIMBER QUANTITIES AND RATES.  The quality, size, cut per acre, and product suitability of the timber are estimates based on detailed cruise information on file and available for inspection at the Forest Service offices listed above and in the advertisement.  VOLUME QUANTITIES LISTED HEREIN ARE MADE AVAILABLE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT VALUES SHOWN ARE FOREST SERVICE ESTIMATES AND ARE NOT GUARANTEED.  For these reasons, bidders are urged to examine the timber contract area and make their own estimates.

(Add if there are specified roads to be built.)
Road Construction Costs.  The advertised rate does not include the estimated cost of specified road construction.  The estimated road construction cost has been included in the appraisal as a cost that the contractor will incur.  The contractor will be responsible for the road construction cost and WILL NOT receive credit towards stumpage costs for this expense.  Bidders should consider the cost of road construction when developing their bids.

THE MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE BID RATE IS STATED IN THE ATTACHED BID FORM.  THESE RATES ARE EFFECTIVE AT THE TIME OF ADVERTISEMENT.  (Show volumes as “estimated.”  Also, show the estimated quantities of each product, such as saw, nonsaw, biomass in common units of measure.  If one of the blocks or columns is not applicable, enter N/A.  
(Use for contracts with timber when species rates are determined by weighted average stumpage rate or total sale value bidding.)
Estimated Quantities and Minimum Acceptable Rates per Unit of Measure
	
	Required Deposits

	Species
	Product
	Unit of
Measure
	Estimated
Quantities
	Average
DBH
	Minimum Acceptable
Bid Rates
	Base
Rates
	Slash
Disposal
	Road
Maintenance

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Removal at Fixed Rates

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


(Add for contracts with total sale value bidding.)
The minimum acceptable total contract value bid for advertised timber is $              .  It does not include any non-biddable, fixed rate species listed on the bid form in the lower section of block 14 titled “Only the Fixed Rate Applies.”  The total amount for stumpage is the volume of each biddable species multiplied by its bid rate, plus the volume of each fixed rate species multiplied by its fixed rate.

The bid rate for species and unit of measure are assigned under procedures for average bid premium bidding, as noted in this prospectus.  This rate has been established by appraisal, with a cost allowance for the roads specified by the contract, if any.  Required deposits for slash disposal and road maintenance are in addition to the advertised rates for timber.  (Add if there are specified to be built:  Contractors are responsible for the cost of specified road construction.  

(Add for contracts with weighted average bidding.)
The minimum acceptable weighted average bid rate is $               per   (Unit of Measure)   for the biddable species.  It does not include any non-biddable, fixed rate species listed on the bid form in the lower section of block 14 titled “Only the Fixed Rate Applies.”  The total amount for stumpage is the volume of each biddable species multiplied by its bid rate, plus the volume of each fixed rate species multiplied by its fixed rate.

This rate has been established by appraisal, with a cost allowance for the roads specified by the contract, if any.  Required deposits for slash disposal and road maintenance are in addition to the advertised rates for timber.  (Add if there are specified roads to be built:  Contractors are responsible for the cost of specified road construction.  Specified road construction costs ARE NOT available to use as credit for the payment of stumpage.)
(Add for contracts with escalation provisions.)
This contract contains contract provisions for stumpage rate escalation.  Tentative bid rates for timber, except    (Species and Product)   , apply, subject to quarterly adjustment during the contract period.

(Add for contracts with timber subject to agreement.)

Timber Subject to Agreement
	Species
	Product
	Units of
Measure
	Fixed Rates
	Slash Disposal
Deposits
	Road Maintenance Deposits

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


(Add for contracts that will have a scheduled rate redetermination.)
The Forest Service will redetermine rates as of             (Date)            .  The volume that the contractor must (Include for scaled contracts:  cut and have scaled,) (Include for premeasured 
contracts:  pay for and have released for cutting,) as shown on the integrated resource account before rates developed from a scheduled rate redetermination can become effective is   (Volume) (Unit of Measure).

(Include the following for contracts where Knutson-Vandenberg deposits for Essential Reforestation are to be collected.)
Estimated Knutson-Vandenberg deposit for contract area improvement work in a total amount of 

$                is included in total timber value.

5.  PERIOD OF CONTRACT.  The normal operating season covers the period between               and               .)  (If the normal operating season has two periods, include the following phrase: and between ______________________ and ______________________.)

The contract termination date is                                      .  Extensions of this contract may be granted only when the contractor has met specified conditions.
6.  PAYMENT.  Payment for timber and any required deposits for slash disposal or road maintenance are required in advance of cutting.  The Contractor is to provide an acceptable payment guarantee prior to cutting.  Payment for required deposits must be a cash payment.  The contractor shall make advance deposits in accordance with provision E(T)2.1.2 - Advance Deposits.   
(Add the following two paragraphs when the estimated road construction cost is $50,000 or more.)

If a qualified bidder elects to have the Forest Service construct specified roads, the contract shall provide for collection of not less than the full estimated cost of the roads stated in this prospectus, in addition to the current contract rate value and required deposits.  (For scaled contracts, use the following sentence:  Contract Form FS-2400-13 provides for collecting the estimated public works road construction cost as timber is scaled, at a rate accelerated on 80 percent of the estimated volume.)  (For premeasured contracts, use the following sentence:  Contract Form FS-2400-13T provides for collecting the estimated public works road construction cost as each payment unit is released for cutting, at a rate accelerated on 80 percent of the estimated volume.)
If bidder elects the road option, payment for right-of-way timber will be made in advance of cutting.  The timber will be decked by the road contractor and will be made available to the contractor when notified by Forest Service of location and availability.  If contractor and road contractor agree, contractor may cut and remove right-of-way timber as part of the specified road construction.

(Add the following two paragraphs when the Forest Service intends to supplement specified road construction cost to a standard higher than that needed for the contract.)
As authorized by Public Law 88-657, section 4, 16 U.S.C. 535, the contract requires construction of some or all segments of road number(s)                                                to a design standard higher than that needed to log this contract.  The contractor may elect Forest Service road construction of these road segments.  If a bidder elects to have the Forest Service construct these road segments, the contract shall provide for collection of (Enter the contractor’s share of the estimated road construction cost.) $               , which is the contractor’s share of the road construction cost, in addition to the current contract rate value and required deposits.  The contract will provide for collecting the contractor’s share of the estimated road construction cost as timber is paid for, at a rate accelerated on 80 percent of the estimated volume.  See provision K(T)-E(T).1.2 Amount Payable for Timber in the sample contract for additional information.

If bidder elects the road option, payment for right-of-way timber will be made in advance of cutting.  The timber will be decked by the road contractor and will be made available to the contractor when notified by Forest Service of location and availability.  If contractor and road contractor agree, contractor may cut and remove right-of-way timber as part of the specified road construction.

7.  PERFORMANCE BOND.  (Use the following when a performance bond is required, otherwise section is “Not Applicable.”)  A performance bond is required.  The penal sum of the bond will be 10 percent of the total bid value of the contract, rounded up to the nearest $100 when the total bid value is $10,000 or less; and rounded up to the nearest $1,000 when the total bid value exceeds $10,000 or $                1/ whichever is greater.  If an irrevocable letter of credit is used to secure the performance bond, the termination of the letter of credit must be at least 6 months past the contract termination date.

1/ 
TIM defaults to 10 percent of the advertised contract value, rounded as stated.  The value may be overridden within Gate 4, Prospectus and Bid Information screen.  Determine the minimum penal sum of the performance bond based on the standards contained in FSM 2456.14 or FSH 2409.18, section 54.1.

8.  SPECIFIED ROADS.  (Use if there are specified roads to be built, otherwise this section is “Not Applicable.”)  The Forest Service has determined that the following National Forest System roads shall be constructed or paid for, in whole or in part, by the contractor.  Sufficient information to permit a prospective bidder to calculate the likely cost to be incurred for road construction is available at the Forest Supervisor’s Office.  See the sample contract for verification of specific details and information concerning construction specifications.  CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN, TOGETHER WITH RELATED SPECIFICATIONS, ARE NOT GUARANTEED.  The following roads are those that Forest Service considers necessary to remove the timber from this contract.

	Road Number
	Road Name
	Traffic Service Level
	Approximate
Miles
	Estimated Road Construction Cost
	Type of Work *

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


(Enter all roads, or portions, planned for reconstruction as separate segments, followed by the designation “R” or “C” for reconstruction or construction.)
* C = Construction

   R = Reconstruction

(Add the following paragraph if the estimated road construction cost is $50,000 or more, the Forest Service intends to supplement the specified road construction cost to a standard higher than that needed for the contract, or the road must be completed by a specific date to meet Forest Service needs.)
The required specified road completion date for all roads is                                .  If provision K(T)-F(T).1.3# - Road Completion Date has different dates for projects, this is the final road completion date.
Total estimated road construction cost allowed in appraisal is (If the Forest Service intends to supplement specified road construction costs to a standard higher than that needed for the contract, enter only the contractor’s share of the road construction cost.) $               .

(Use the following two paragraphs when the estimated road construction cost is $50,000 or more.)
A bidder qualifying as a small business concern may elect to have the Forest Service construct the specified roads listed above.  Completion dates for construction apply whether construction is performed by the contractor or by the Forest Service.  If the bidder elects Forest Service construction, it is the Forest Service’s intent to perform construction through (FORCE ACCOUNT) (CONTRACT).  The Forest Service shall not award the contract unless either it receives a satisfactory road construction bid or, if it fails to receive such a bid 

within        days of opening bids, the bidder agrees to perform road construction.

If contractor elects Forest Service construction, the total estimated public works construction cost that would be paid in addition to current contract rates is $               .  See provision K(T)-E(T).1.2# – Amount Payable for Timber in the sample contract for additional information.

(Use the following three paragraphs when the Forest Service intends to supplement specified road construction costs to a standard higher than that needed for the contract.)
The contractor may elect Forest Service road construction of some or all segments of road number(s)                                 .  Completion dates for construction apply whether construction is performed by the contractor or the Forest Service.  If the bidder elects Forest Service construction, it is the Forest Service’s intent to perform construction through (FORCE ACCOUNT) (CONTRACT).  The Forest Service shall not award the contract unless either it receives a satisfactory road construction bid or, if it fails to receive such a bid within        days of opening bids, the bidder agrees to perform road construction. 
If contractor elects Forest Service construction, the contractor’s share of the road construction cost that would be paid in addition to current contract rates is (Enter the contractor’s share of the estimated road construction cost.) $               .

See provision K(T)-E(T).1.2# - Amount Payable for Timber in the sample contract for additional information.  If the contractor elects to construct high standard road segments for road number(s) 

             , the Forest Service shall pay the contractor $                in cash and/or materials.
(Include the following paragraphs if the contractor will be required to make deposits for reconstruction engineering services (DRES).)
The estimated road construction cost includes the cost of road reconstruction engineering services, pursuant to Public Law 88-657, 78 Stat. 1089, 16 U.S.C. 532-537.  Refer to provision K(T)-F(T).2.1.3# - Deposit for Reconstruction Engineering Services in the sample contract for additional information.

Contractor shall make a cash deposit in the amount $                for engineering services completed by Forest Service in preparation of this contract.  The Forest Service shall complete reconstruction related engineering services on the following schedule:

	Road or Facility No.
	Termini

From - To (MP or Sta.)
	Engineering Services

Completion Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(Include the following paragraphs if the contractor will be required to make deposits for actual reconstruction (DAR) costs.)
The estimated public works construction cost includes the cost of road reconstruction work to be completed by the Forest Service, pursuant to Public Law 88-657, 78 Stat. 1089, 16 U.S.C. 532-537.  Refer to provision K(T)-F(T).2.1.4# - Deposit for Actual Reconstruction in the sample contract for additional information.

Contractor shall make a cash deposit in the amount of $                for reconstruction work to be completed by Forest Service following award.  The Forest Service shall complete reconstruction work on the following schedule:
	Road or Facility No.
	Termini

From - To (MP or Sta.)
	Reconstruction

Completion Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


9.  ROAD MAINTENANCE.  Contractor shall perform or pay for road maintenance work, commensurate with contractor’s use, on roads controlled by Forest Service, and used by contractor in connection with this contract.  Road maintenance requirements are based on the predicted haul route.  Any change in the contractor’s actual haul route may necessitate a change in the roads to be maintained and/or in the amount of required deposit for road maintenance.  Required deposits for road maintenance are listed in Section 4 and in the sample contract.  Maintenance specifications are in the sample contract.

10.  INAPPLICABLE STANDARD PROVISIONS.  See the attached sample contract. 

11.  SPECIAL PROVISIONS.  See the attached sample contract.

12.  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.  (Include if contract contains specified road work, otherwise enter “Not Applicable”:  The Small Business Administration (SBA) may be able to assist small business concerns in financing construction of specified roads listed in the sample contract.  Such SBA assistance, if available, may be in the form of guaranteed bank loans or direct participation SBA loans.  Applicants must meet SBA size and eligibility requirements.  APPLICANTS ALSO MUST MEET CREDIT REQUIREMENTS OF SBA AND/OR A LOCAL BANK.  APPROVAL OF LOAN ASSISTANCE RESTS WITH SBA AND IS CONTINGENT ON AVAILABILITY OF LOCAL FUNDS OR SBA FUNDS.  FAILURE TO BE ELIGIBLE OR TO OBTAIN A LOAN IN NO WAY AFFECTS REQUIREMENTS OF BID FOR INTEGRATED RESOURCE CONTRACT OR THE INTEGRATED RESOURCE TIMBER CONTRACT.  If requested by the contractor, the contract can provide repayment of direct SBA loans through the Forest Service as the timber is cut.)

13.  SET-ASIDE CONTRACTS.  (Enter “Not Applicable” if this contract does not have preferential award to small business.  Include the following statement for SBA Timber Contract Set-Aside Program contracts.)  Preferential award of this contract to a self-certifying, qualified small business concern is authorized by section 15 of the Small Business Act of 1958.  All bidders shall designate their small business status as specified on the bid form.  The bidder, by signing the bid for advertised timber, certifies its small business status and agrees to the provisions of the sample contract including disposal and record keeping.  In the absence of any bids from a self-certifying qualified small business concern, the Integrated Resource Timber Contract will be readvertised without restriction on the size of bidders under 36 CFR 223.103.

(Include the following paragraphs for all contracts with preferential award to small businesses.)

The high bidder’s size status is subject to verification by the Small Business Administration (SBA).  A small business that does not qualify for the program must obtain a recertification of size from SBA before self-certifying again for small business set-aside contracts.

(Include the following statement for SBA Timber Sale Set-Aside Program contracts.)

The bidder, by signing the bid form, agrees not to sell more than thirty (30) percent of the advertised sawtimber quantities included in this contract to firms not qualifying as small businesses under section 15 of the Small Business Act.  Volume distribution requirements do not apply if the contract is readvertised under 36 CFR 223.103 and is awarded without restrictions to bidder size.

14.  LOG EXPORT AND SUBSTITUTION RESTRICTIONS.  The contract requires domestic processing of included timber except for species declared to be surplus, and prohibits the use of such included timber in substitution for unprocessed private timber exported.  The bidder, by signing the bid for advertised timber, certifies compliance with the applicable prohibitions against export and substitution prescribed in the Forest Resources Conservation and Shortage Relief Act of 1990, as amended (16 U.S.C. 620, et seq.) with each bid.

15.  EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMPLIANCE REVIEW.  If the total bid value plus required deposits for this contract exceeds $10 million, before award, the Forest Service shall request an equal employment opportunity compliance review of the high bidder to determine compliance with the provisions of Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, as amended by Executive Order 11375 of October 13, 1967 and Executive Order No. 12086 of October 5, 1978.

16.  AWARD.  The Contracting Officer is required to make a determination of bidder responsibility as stated in Title 36, Section 223.101, of the Code of Federal Regulations.

To determine a contractor to be responsible, a Contracting Officer must find that:

a.  The contractor has adequate financial resources to perform the contract or the ability to obtain them;

b.  The contractor is able to perform the contract within the contract term taking into consideration all existing contracts and Governmental business commitments;

c.  The contractor has a satisfactory performance record on integrated resource timber contracts.  A prospective contractor that is or recently has been seriously deficient in contract performance shall be presumed not to be responsible, unless the Contracting Officer determines that the circumstances were beyond the contractor’s control and were not created through improper actions by the contractor or affiliate, or that the contractor has taken appropriate corrective action.  Past failure to apply sufficient tenacity and perseverance to perform acceptably under a contract is strong evidence that a contractor is not a responsible contractor.  The Contracting Officer shall consider the number of contracts involved and extent of deficiency of each in making this evaluation;

d.  The contractor has a satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics;

e.  The contractor has or is able to obtain equipment and supplies suitable for logging the timber and for meeting the resource protection provisions of the contract;

f.  The contractor is otherwise qualified and eligible to receive an award under applicable laws and regulations.

17.  FALSE STATEMENTS ACT.  Bidders, by signing the bid form, certify that they are aware that bidder is subject to the penalties prescribed in 18 U.S.C. 1001, Chapter 47, Fraud and False Statements (P.L. 104-45).  The Act states “whoever, in any matter within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States knowingly and willfully falsifies, conceals or covers up by any trick, scheme, or device a material fact, or makes any false, fictitious or fraudulent statements or representations, or makes or uses any false writing or document knowing the same to contain any false, fictitious or fraudulent statement or entry, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both.”

18.  DAMAGES.  This contract shall be terminated for breach pursuant to paragraph 16, 19, and/or 21 of the bid form and the terms of the sample contract if:  1) bidder fails to execute a integrated resource contract (add “, or furnish a satisfactory performance bond” if a performance bond is required) within 30 days of the award letter’s date; or 2) bidder is found to have violated the False Statements Act in making any statement or certification on the bid form including not meeting contractor responsibility requirements, and bidder has made a false statement. 
19.  SUSPENSION AND DEBARMENT CERTIFICATION.  Non-procurement debarments and suspensions are governed by the Government-wide common rules (7 CFR 3017).

These rules require each contractor, to submit a certification for itself, its principals, and its affiliates when bidding on contracts.  The bidder must designate its status regarding debarment, suspension, and other matters as specified on the bid form.  The bidder, by signing the bid form, certifies this status.  An explanation for not submitting a certification may be submitted.  The Contracting Officer will determine whether the explanation provides sufficient reason for permitting participation in the bidding.  Also, as a contractor enters into transactions with subcontractors, these subcontractors must certify their eligibility.  The certification titled “Subcontractor Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion” must be provided to subcontractors, but completed certifications are not required to be submitted with bid forms.  Contractor must keep these subcontractor certification forms on file for review by the Forest Service, if requested.

The certification forms and instructions for subcontractors transactions are provided as an addendum to the bid form.

20.  OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION (OSHA) LOGGING REGULATIONS.  Conduct of operations on this contract is subject to inspection for compliance with the logging operations regulations at 29 CFR 1910.266 by OSHA.  This standard is applicable to the entire logging industry wherever logging operations occur.  Information is available to assist contractors to ensure compliance with the logging operations regulations during conduct of this integrated resource contract from the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration, (Insert local address and telephone number of OSHA.).

21.  GENERAL.  (Add other information, such as scaling instructions, show-me trips, requirements for erosion control, slash disposal, protection of reserve trees, streamcourse protection, protection of habitat of threatened and endangered and sensitive species, protection of heritage resources, right-of-way easements, other information specific to the contract offering, and discussion of contract changes or procedures.  Regional Foresters may issue additional instructions.)
 (Add the following for contracts with an estimated road construction cost of $50,000 or more.)
A. The following changes will be made to the sample contract when the Forest Service constructs specified roads;
A(T).3 - Timber Designations:  “Specified Road Clearing” will be changed to “Construction Clearing” (K(T)-C(T).3.2.3).

A(T).7 - Change the title to “Permanent Roads To Be Constructed by Forest Service.”

A(T).8 - Delete and replace with new pages.  Add “None” as appropriate.

A.22 (AT.19) - Make the following changes in A.22 (AT.19):

Add  K(T)-C(T).3.2.3 - Construction Clearing

Add  K(T)-E(T).1.2# - Amount Payable for Timber

Add  K(T)-I(T).4.1 - Limitation of Performance by Other Than Contractor

(If applicable, add the following for a contract urgently requiring harvesting, FSH 2409.18, 

sec. 55.21.)
B. This contract is in urgent need of harvesting, a contract term adjustment may be granted on other Forest Service contract(s) to the contractor of this integrated resource contract.

1. The specific geographic tributary area that would apply for the granting of adjustments on existing contracts is  (List geographic area:  other National Forests can be used upon written agreement by the Forest Supervisor(s)).

2. The contractor must show how logging this contract would impact operations on existing contracts.

3. Specific classes of contracts that would not receive consideration for an adjustment are  (List, such as salvage or insect damage contracts).

4. The calculation of the number of days of contract term adjustment a contractor would receive would depend upon a case-by-case review and reflect the time lost by logging the contract urgently requiring harvesting.

(Add the following to all Integrated Resource Timber Contracts as shown in the R6 Stewardship Contracting User Guide.)

C. Enter the following statement into the General section of the prospectus; 
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:  THE FOLLOWING  ITEMS IN THE GENERAL SECTION OF THE PROSPECTUS ARE TO BE DISREGARDED BY PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS; INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF TECHNICAL AND PRICE PROPOSALS; EVALUATION, NEGOTIATION AND AWARD PROCESS; EVALUATION CRITERIA; POST AWARD DEBRIEFING OF OFFERORS.  PLEASE REFER TO THE “REGION 6 VERSION OF INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDER” AT THE END OF BID FORM FOR THE LATEST DIRECTION IN COMPLETING TECHNICAL AND PRICE PROPOSALS FOR BEST VALUE BIDDING.
D. The Government may, when in its interest, reject any or all offers or waive any informality in bids received.  A written award mailed, or otherwise furnished to the successful Bidder, shall be deemed to result in a binding contract without further action by either party.
E. All IRTCs are to include a unit volume summary at the end of the General section of the prospectus.  The unit volume summary will have at least the Payment Units and Cutting Units for a FS-2400-13T contract, or Subdivisions and Cutting Units in a FS-2400-13 contract, volume by species and products by Payment Units, or Subdivisions, and Cutting Units, total of volume to be removed by cutting unit, species and products.   The unit volume summary can be combined into one table with the “LOGGING SYSTEMS SUMMARY” shown in E below.
F. Insert the following table into the General section of the prospectus;

“LOGGING SYSTEMS SUMMARY - < > STEWARDSHIP CONTRACT

	Payment Unit #

or

Subdivision #

(use either PUs or Subdivions)
	Cutting 

Unit #
	Acres
	Logging System
	Remarks

	< >
	< >
	< >
	< >
	< >


The above listed yarding systems are in no way required by the contract, but serve as the basis for calculating the stump-to-truck cost in the appraisal which was used to develop the advertised rate.  The contractor is to include yarding methods as part of their technical proposal.”  
The “LOGGING SYSTEMS SUMMARY” can be combined into one table with the unit volume summary. 
F.  Enter the following statement into the General section of the prospectus;

“Award of the contract will be made to the Bidder, (a) whose proposal is technically acceptable, and (b) whose technical/price relationship is the most advantageous to the Government.  All technical factors when combined, are   1/ .    The critical factor in making any technical/price trade-off is not the spread between the technical ratings, but rather the significance of that difference. The significance of the spread in ratings will be determined on the basis of what that difference might mean in terms of performance and what it would cost the Government to take advantage of it.  Where technical proposals are determined to be substantially equal, any price advantage to the Government may control award.”

1/ Enter one of the following; significantly more important than cost or price, approximately equal to cost or price, significantly less important than cost or price.  This statement must be the same as listed in #5 in the Instruction to Bidders in the bid form.

G.  Include the following statement in the prospectus of the IRTC to provide notice to

           contractors related to debriefing;
“Bidders will be debriefed per requirements stated in FAR 15.505 and FAR 15.506.  An bidder, upon written request received by the Contracting Officer within 3 days after the date on which the bidder has received notification of contract award, shall be debriefed and furnished the basis for the selection decision and contract award.  Debriefings may be done orally, in writing, or by any other method acceptable to the Contracting Officer.”

H.  Include a list of mandatory and optional restorative service type work activities in the
    General section of the prospectus in the following format.  Below is a sample completed 
    able;
See A.4.3 or AT.4.4, and K(T)-G(T).9 in the sample contract for more information  (font is Courier New, size 10)
	 Project#
	Mandatory 

or Optional 

(M or O)
	          Description  1/  
	Unit of Measure
	Quantity

	001
	M
	Replace culvert on Road 3400 to allow for fish passage
	Each
	1

	002
	M
	Precommercial thin and pile slash
	Acres
	300

	003
	M
	Construct barrier to close Road 3540250 to reduce disturbance to wildlife
	Each
	1

	
	O
	Cut and leave in place trees for down woody debris
	Acres
	33


1/  insert same text as in K(T)-G(T).9) for mandatory projects
I.  Construct a timeline, similar to the following, indicating the periods of restricted 
     operations, and include in the General section of the prospectus;  
	Table of Restricted Operating Periods Applicable to Timber Removal

(table font is Courier New, size 10)


	Restriction

  1/
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Bald Eagle
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Ospreys
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wet Soils
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X


1/ Refer to contract provisions K(T)-G(T).2.4# and K(T)-G(T).3.1.5# in the sample contract for specific dates and restrictions. 
(add or delete provisions as necessary to include all provisions which restrict Contractor’s operations.)

J.   Enter the following statement into the General section of the prospectus;

“SUBMISSION OF BIDS: Bids must be submitted to the Contracting Officer, designated by the solicitation as the receiving officer, at or prior to the time for receipt of bids. Such bids, and required copies, must be enclosed in a sealed envelope addressed to the designated receiving officer. The envelope should show on the outside (a) that it is a "Best Value Bid," and (b) the contract name or number, and the date and time of bid closing, as shown by the bid form. Bids received after the time specified on the bid form are late bids.”
K.  Complete the following table and insert into the General section of the prospectus.  Include those Items in the table needed for your particular contract;
Contractors are to submit as part of their proposal package the number of copies indicated below;  (font is Courier New, size 10)
	Item description 
	# of Copies

	Offer Form FS-2400-14BV signed by Contractor
	1

	Technical Proposal                                            1/
	5

	Price Proposal
	1

	Proposed progress schedule showing starting and completion dates of various phases of the work                           2/
	2

	List of proposed subcontractors and their intended work.  Subcontractors must have Contracting Officer’s Written approval prior to starting work on the project.  Submit on Standard Form 1413.
	2

	Soil Erosion and Water Pollution Control Plan, as applicable
	2

	Designation of Contractor personnel describing responsibilities and authorities.
	2


1/  the number of copies to be submitted is to approximate the number of members on the evaluation team. 
2/  one copy for the field folder, and the other with the original signatures for the “official” file.
SAMPLE    SAMPLE    SAMPLE    SAMPLE    SAMPLE
Region 6 Version to be used with all IRTCs…

INTEGRATED RESOURCE TIMBER CONTRACT PROSPECTUS

	Contract Name:
	
	North Beaver Creek STWD

	National Forest:
	
	Siuslaw
	
	Ranger District:
	
	Central Coast

	Bidding Method:
	
	Best Value determination
	
	Bid Guarantee:
	
	Not Applicable

	Location to Submit Bid:
	Siuslaw National Forest

P.O. Box 1148

4077 SW Research Way 

Corvallis, OR  97339

	Bids Must be Submitted by:
	Date:
	 June 12, 2008
	
	    Time:
	   10:00 AM


1.  INTRODUCTION.  This prospectus furnishes prospective bidders with information not contained in the published advertisement and is designed to enable bidders to decide whether or not to further investigate the contract.  The prospectus is not a legally binding document, but is offered to provide general information about a stewardship contract.  The contract does not include descriptions, estimates, and other data in this prospectus, unless otherwise stated.  In the event that the prospectus contains an error or contradicts the sample contract, the contract governs.  Bidders are urged to examine the contract area and make their own estimates.  Contract Form FS-2400-13 will be used.  Inspect the contract area and the sample contract before submitting a bid.  Obtain the appraisal, other information on the timber, restoration service projects description(s) and specification(s), and conditions of sale and bidding at Forest Service offices listed above and in the named attached advertisement.

2.  SUBMISSION OF BIDS.  This is a contract will be awarded on a best value basis.  Bidders shall submit proposals in two parts; Technical Proposal, and a Price Proposal.  The price proposal shall be made using the attached Bid for Integrated Resource Contract form.  The form includes instructions for making the Technical Proposal as well as submission of the required certifications.
Weighted Average Stumpage Rate Bidding:

Prospective contractors must submit bids in terms of the weighted average stumpage rate.  The bid form states minimum acceptable bid rates and estimated quantities of timber, together with the minimum acceptable weighted average rate.  The advertised minimum acceptable weighted average rate is only for the biddable species, as listed on the bid form in the upper section of block 14.  It does not include any non-biddable, fixed rate species listed in the lower section of block 14 titled “Required Removal at Fixed Rate.  Only the Fixed Rate Applies.”  The bidder should enter the offer on the bid form only in terms of weighted average stumpage.  The Forest Service shall establish bid rates by species in the contract by multiplying each species’ minimum acceptable bid rate by the bid increase percentage.  Such rates will be rounded to the nearest cent.  The bid increase percentage is the bidder’s weighted average bid rate divided by the minimum acceptable weighted average rate.  The total amount for stumpage is the volume of each biddable species multiplied by its bid rate, plus the volume of each fixed rate species multiplied by its fixed rate.

3.  LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF TIMBER.  Refer to the sample contract and contract area map attached to the sample contract for legal location of contract area, location of subdivisions, location of cutting units, the acreage of contract area, and the cutting unit acreage.

THE FOLLOWING GENERAL LOCATION, ROUTES OF ACCESS, ACREAGES, AND OTHER SPECIAL LOCATION DATA DO NOT SUPERSEDE THE CONTRACT AREA MAP OR SAMPLE CONTRACT.

Contractor will implement a designated by prescription to reach desired end results.  The contract area consists of 11 commercial thinning units (approximately 226 acres).  It is about 5 miles south of Mapleton via Hwy 126, county road 5036, Forest Service Roads 4800831 and 4800844 and its tributaries, and is in the Lower Siuslaw watershed.  
4.  TIMBER QUANTITIES AND RATES.  The quality, size, cut per acre, and product suitability of the timber are estimates based on detailed cruise information on file and available for inspection at the Forest Service offices listed above and in the advertisement.  VOLUME QUANTITIES LISTED HEREIN ARE MADE AVAILABLE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT VALUES SHOWN ARE FOREST SERVICE ESTIMATES AND ARE NOT GUARANTEED.  For these reasons, bidders are urged to examine the contract area and make their own estimates.

THE MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE BID RATE IS STATED IN THE ATTACHED BID FORM.  THESE RATES ARE EFFECTIVE AT THE TIME OF ADVERTISEMENT

Estimated Quantities and Minimum Acceptable Rates per Unit of Measure
	
	Required Deposits

	Species
	Product
	Unit of
Measure
	Estimated
Quantities
	Average
DBH
	Minimum Acceptable
Bid Rates
	Base
Rates
	Slash
Disposal
	Road
Maintenance

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Douglas-fir and Other Coniferous Species
	Sawtimber
	Ton
	22,720
	12.1
	$5.51
	$2.78
	$1.35
	$0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Removal at Fixed Rates

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	N/A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	22,720
	
	
	
	$30,6720
	$0.00


The minimum acceptable weighted average bid rate is $5.51 per TON for the biddable species.  It does not include any non-biddable, fixed rate species listed on the bid form in the lower section of block 14 titled “Required Removal at Fixed Rate.  Only the Fixed Rate Applies.”  The total amount for stumpage is the volume of each biddable species multiplied by its bid rate, plus the volume of each fixed rate species multiplied by its fixed rate.

This rate has been established by appraisal, with a cost allowance for the roads specified by the contract, if any.  Required deposits for slash disposal and road maintenance are in addition to the advertised rates for timber. 
Timber Subject to Agreement
	Species
	Product
	Units of
Measure
	Fixed Rates
	Slash Disposal
Deposits
	Road Maintenance Deposits

	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Softwoods and 

All Hardwoods
	Non-Saw
	Ton
	$0.25
	$0.00
	$0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	


Estimated Knutson-Vandenberg deposit for contract area improvement work in a total amount of 

$88,100.00 is included in total timber value.

5.  PERIOD OF CONTRACT.  The normal operating season covers the period and between August 6 and February 28.
The contract termination date is June 30, 2012.  Extensions of this contract may be granted only when the contractor has met specified conditions.
6.  PAYMENT.  Payment for timber and any required deposits for slash disposal or road maintenance are required in advance of cutting.  The Contractor is to provide an acceptable payment guarantee prior to cutting.  Payment for required deposits must be a cash payment.  The contractor shall make advance deposits in accordance with provision E(T)2.1.2 - Advance Deposits.   
If a qualified bidder elects to have the Forest Service construct specified roads, the contract shall provide for collection of not less than the full estimated cost of the roads stated in this prospectus, in addition to the current contract rate value and required deposits.  Contract Form FS-2400-13 provides for collecting the estimated public works road construction cost as timber is scaled, at a rate accelerated on 80 percent of the estimated volume.

If bidder elects the road option, payment for right-of-way timber will be made in advance of cutting.  The timber will be decked by the road contractor and will be made available to the contractor when notified by Forest Service of location and availability.  If contractor and road contractor agree, contractor may cut and remove right-of-way timber as part of the specified road construction.
7.  PERFORMANCE BOND.  A performance bond is required.  The penal sum of the bond will be 10 percent of the total bid value of the contract, rounded up to the nearest $100 when the total bid value is $10,000 or less; and rounded up to the nearest $1,000 when the total bid value exceeds $10,000.  If an irrevocable letter of credit is used to secure the performance bond, the termination of the letter of credit must be at least 6 months past the contract termination date.

8.  SPECIFIED ROADS.  The Forest Service has determined that the following National Forest System roads shall be constructed or paid for, in whole or in part, by the contractor.  Sufficient information to permit a prospective bidder to calculate the likely cost to be incurred for road construction is available at the Forest Supervisor’s Office.  See the sample contract for verification of specific details and information concerning construction specifications.  CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN, TOGETHER WITH RELATED SPECIFICATIONS, ARE NOT GUARANTEED.  The following roads are those that Forest Service considers necessary to remove the timber from this contract.

	Road Number
	Road Name
	Termini
	Traffic Service Level
	Approximate Kilometers
	Approximate Miles
	Estimated Cost
	Type of Work *

	
	
	From
	To
	
	
	
	
	

	4800831N
	North segment
	0
	9.73
	D
	9.73
	6.03
	$131,836.04
	R

	4800831S
	South segment
	0
	2.27
	D
	2.27
	1.41
	$19,526.79
	R

	4800844
	4800844
	0
	3.48
	D
	3.48
	2.16
	$18,065.12
	R


* C = Construction

   R = Reconstruction

The required specified road completion date for all roads is June 19, 2010.  If provision K(T)-F(T).1.3# - Road Completion Date has different dates for projects, this is the final road completion date.
Total estimated road construction cost allowed in appraisal is $186,287.95.
A bidder qualifying as a small business concern may elect to have the Forest Service construct the specified roads listed above.  Completion dates for construction apply whether construction is performed by the contractor or by the Forest Service.  If the bidder elects Forest Service construction, it is the Forest Service’s intent to perform construction through contract.  The Forest Service shall not award the contract unless either it receives a satisfactory road construction bid or, if it fails to receive such a bid within 120 days of opening bids, the bidder agrees to perform road construction.

If contractor elects Forest Service construction, the total estimated public works construction cost that would be paid in addition to current contract rates is $186,287.95.  See provision K(T)-E(T).1.2# - Amount Payable for Timber in the sample contract for additional information.

The estimated road construction cost includes the cost of road reconstruction engineering services, pursuant to Public Law 88-657, 78 Stat. 1089, 16 U.S.C. 532-537.  Refer to provision K(T)-F(T).2.1.3# - Deposit for Reconstruction Engineering Services in the sample contract for additional information.

Contractor shall make a cash deposit in the amount $16,860.00 for engineering services completed by Forest Service in preparation of this contract.  The Forest Service shall complete reconstruction related engineering services on the following schedule:

	Road or Facility No.
	Termini

From - To (MP or Sta.)
	Engineering Services

Completion Date

	
	
	

	Not applicable
	
	


9.  ROAD MAINTENANCE.  Contractor shall perform or pay for road maintenance work, commensurate with contractor’s use, on roads controlled by Forest Service, and used by contractor in connection with this contract.  Road maintenance requirements are based on the predicted haul route.  Any change in the contractor’s actual haul route may necessitate a change in the roads to be maintained and/or in the amount of required deposit for road maintenance.  Required deposits for road maintenance are listed in Section 4 and in the sample contract.  Maintenance specifications are in the sample contract.

10.  INAPPLICABLE STANDARD PROVISIONS.  See the attached sample contract. 

11.  SPECIAL PROVISIONS.  See the attached sample contract.

12.  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.  The Small Business Administration (SBA) may be able to assist small business concerns in financing construction of specified roads listed in the sample contract.  Such SBA assistance, if available, may be in the form of guaranteed bank loans or direct participation SBA loans.  Applicants must meet SBA size and eligibility requirements.  APPLICANTS ALSO MUST MEET CREDIT REQUIREMENTS OF SBA AND/OR A LOCAL BANK.  APPROVAL OF LOAN ASSISTANCE RESTS WITH SBA AND IS CONTINGENT ON AVAILABILITY OF LOCAL FUNDS OR SBA FUNDS.  FAILURE TO BE ELIGIBLE OR TO OBTAIN A LOAN IN NO WAY AFFECTS REQUIREMENTS OF BID FOR INTEGRATED RESOURCE CONTRACT OR THE INTEGRATED RESOURCE TIMBER CONTRACT.  If requested by the contractor, the contract can provide repayment of direct SBA loans through the Forest Service as the timber is cut.
13.  SET-ASIDE SALES.  Not Applicable.
14.  LOG EXPORT AND SUBSTITUTION RESTRICTIONS.  The contract requires domestic processing of included timber except for species declared to be surplus, and prohibits the use of such included timber in substitution for unprocessed private timber exported.  The bidder, by signing the bid for advertised timber, certifies compliance with the applicable prohibitions against export and substitution prescribed in the Forest Resources Conservation and Shortage Relief Act of 1990, as amended (16 U.S.C. 620, et seq.) with each bid.

15.  EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMPLIANCE REVIEW.  If the total bid value plus required deposits for this contract exceeds $10 million, before award, the Forest Service shall request an equal employment opportunity compliance review of the high bidder to determine compliance with the provisions of Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, as amended by Executive Order 11375 of October 13, 1967 and Executive Order No. 12086 of October 5, 1978.

16.  AWARD.  The Contracting Officer is required to make a determination of bidder responsibility as stated in Title 36, Section 223.101, of the Code of Federal Regulations.

To determine a contractor to be responsible, a Contracting Officer must find that:

a.  The contractor has adequate financial resources to perform the contract or the ability to obtain them;

b.  The contractor is able to perform the contract within the contract term taking into consideration all existing contracts and Governmental business commitments;

c.  The contractor has a satisfactory performance record on integrated resource contracts.  A prospective contractor that is or recently has been seriously deficient in contract performance shall be presumed not to be responsible, unless the Contracting Officer determines that the circumstances were beyond the contractor’s control and were not created through improper actions by the contractor or affiliate, or that the contractor has taken appropriate corrective action.  Past failure to apply sufficient tenacity and perseverance to perform acceptably under a contract is strong evidence that a contractor is not a responsible contractor.  The Contracting Officer shall consider the number of contracts involved and extent of deficiency of each in making this evaluation;

d.  The contractor has a satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics;

e.  The contractor has or is able to obtain equipment and supplies suitable for logging the timber and for meeting the resource protection provisions of the contract;

f.  The contractor is otherwise qualified and eligible to receive an award under applicable laws and regulations.

17.  FALSE STATEMENTS ACT.  Bidders, by signing the bid form, certify that they are aware that bidder is subject to the penalties prescribed in 18 U.S.C. 1001, Chapter 47, Fraud and False Statements (P.L. 104-45).  The Act states “whoever, in any matter within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States knowingly and willfully falsifies, conceals or covers up by any trick, scheme, or device a material fact, or makes any false, fictitious or fraudulent statements or representations, or makes or uses any false writing or document knowing the same to contain any false, fictitious or fraudulent statement or entry, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both.”

18.  DAMAGES.  This contract shall be terminated for breach pursuant to paragraph 16, 19, and/or 21 of the for Bid for Integrated Resource Contract form and the terms of the sample contract if: 1) bidder fails to execute a integrated resource contract, or furnish a satisfactory performance bond within 30 days of the award letter’s date; or 2) bidder is found to have violated the False Statements Act in making any statement or certification on the bid form including not meeting contractor responsibility requirements, and bidder has made a false statement. 

19.  SUSPENSION AND DEBARMENT CERTIFICATION.  Non-procurement debarments and suspensions are governed by the Government-wide common rules (7 CFR 3017).

These rules require each contractor, to submit a certification for itself, its principals, and its affiliates when bidding on contracts.  The bidder must designate its status regarding debarment, suspension, and other matters as specified on the bid form.  The bidder, by signing the bid form, certifies this status.  An explanation for not submitting a certification may be submitted.  The Contracting Officer will determine whether the explanation provides sufficient reason for permitting participation in the bidding.  Also, as a contractor enters into transactions with subcontractors, these subcontractors must certify their eligibility.  The certification titled “Subcontractor Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion” must be provided to subcontractors, but completed certifications are not required to be submitted with bid forms.  Contractor must keep these subcontractor certification forms on file for review by the Forest Service, if requested.

The certification forms and instructions for subcontractors transactions are provided as an addendum to the bid form.

20.  OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION (OSHA) LOGGING REGULATIONS.  Conduct of operations on this contract is subject to inspection for compliance with the logging operations regulations at 29 CFR 1910.266 by OSHA.  This standard is applicable to the entire logging industry wherever logging operations occur.  Information is available to assist contractors to ensure compliance with the logging operations regulations during conduct of this integrated resource contract from the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration, 1220 SW 3rd, Room 640, Portland, OR 97204, (503) 326-2251.

21.  GENERAL.  

A.  The Government may, when in its interest, reject any or all offers or waive any informality in bids received.  A written award mailed, or otherwise furnished to the successful Bidder, shall be deemed to result in a binding contract without further action by either party.
B. The following changes will be made to the sample contract when the Forest Service constructs specified roads:

1. A(T).3 - Timber Designations:  “Specified Road Clearing” will be changed to “Construction Clearing” (K(T)-C(T).3.2.3).

2. A(T).7 - Change the title to “Permanent Roads To Be Constructed by Forest Service.”

3. A(T).8 - Delete and replace with new pages.  Add “None” as appropriate.

4. A.22 (AT.19) - Make the following changes in A.22 (AT.19):

5. Add K(T)-C(T).3.2.3 - Construction Clearing.
6. Add K(T)-E(T).1.2# - Amount Payable for Timber.
7. Add K(T)-I(T).4.1 - Limitation of Performance by Other Than Contractor.
C.  Enter the following statement into the General section of the prospectus; 
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:  THE FOLLOWING  ITEMS IN THE GENERAL SECTION OF THE PROSPECTUS ARE TO BE DISREGARDED BY PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS; INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF TECHNICAL AND PRICE PROPOSALS; EVALUATION, NEGOTIATION AND AWARD PROCESS; EVALUATION CRITERIA; POST AWARD DEBRIEFING OF OFFERORS.  PLEASE REFER TO THE “REGION 6 VERSION OF INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDER” AT THE END OF BID FORM FOR THE LATEST DIRECTION IN COMPLETING TECHNICAL AND PRICE PROPOSALS FOR BEST VALUE BIDDING.
D.  All unit volume summary having volume by species and products by Subdivisions and Cutting Units, total of volume to be removed by cutting unit, species and products.  
E.  Award of the contract will be made to the Bidder, (a) whose proposal is technically acceptable, and (b) whose technical/price relationship is the most advantageous to the Government.  All technical factors when combined, are approximately equal to cost or price, The critical factor in making any technical/price trade-off is not the spread between the technical ratings, but rather the significance of that difference. The significance of the spread in ratings will be determined on the basis of what that difference might mean in terms of performance and what it would cost the Government to take advantage of it.  Where technical proposals are determined to be substantially equal, any price advantage to the Government may control award.

F.  Logging Systems Summary - North Beaver Creek Stew Contract;
	Subdivision
	Cutting Unit
	Acres
	Logging System
	Remarks

	1
	1
	17
	Skyline
	Intermediate supports may be needed to achieve one-end suspension.

	2
	2
	31
	Skyline
	Intermediate supports may be needed to achieve one-end suspension.

	3
	3
	8
	Skyline
	Intermediate supports may be needed to achieve one-end suspension.

	4
	4
	21
	Skyline
	

	5
	5
	31
	Skyline
	Intermediate supports may be needed to achieve one-end suspension.

	6
	6
	27
	Skyline
	Intermediate supports may be needed to achieve one-end suspension.

	7
	7
	6
	Skyline
	

	8
	8
	12
	Skyline
	Some downhill yarding may be necessary.

	9
	9
	19
	Skyline
	Some downhill yarding may be necessary.

	10
	10
	28
	Skyline
	

	11
	11
	26
	Skyline
	Intermediate supports may be needed to achieve one-end suspension.


This contract was appraised for 100% skyline yarding.  Elevated tailholds and intermediate supports may be needed in some units to meet yarding objectives.  Direction felling is required.  Some downhill yarding may be necessary.  Full suspension across streamcourses and buffers identified on the Contract Area Map is required.

The above listed yarding systems are in no way required by the contract, but serve as the basis for calculating the stump-to-truck cost in the appraisal which was used to develop the advertised rate.  The contractor is to include yarding methods as part of their technical proposal. 

G.  Bidders will be debriefed per requirements stated in FAR 15.505 and FAR 15.506.  An bidder, upon written request received by the Contracting Officer within 3 days after the date on which the bidder has received notification of contract award, shall be debriefed and furnished the basis for the selection decision and contract award.  Debriefings may be done orally, in writing, or by any other method acceptable to the Contracting Officer.
H. Table of Restricted Operating Periods Applicable to Timber Removal.
	

	Restriction   1/
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Bald Eagle
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Ospreys
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wet Soils
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X


1/ Refer to contract provisions K(T)-G(T).2.4# and K(T)-G(T).3.1.5# in the sample contract for specific dates and restrictions. 

I. Table of mandatory and Optional Stewardship Projects.

	Project

Number
	Mandatory or Optional 

(M or O)
	Project Description
	Unit of Measure
	Quantity

	1
	M
	Down Wood Creation
	Tree
	433

	2
	M
	Small Tree Topping
	Tree
	276

	3
	M
	Upland Site Prep, Hole Planting and Tubing
	Acre
	9.5

	4
	M
	Upland Site Prep, Underplanting and Tubing
	Acre
	40

	5
	M
	Mature Tree Topping
	Tree
	20

	6
	M
	Noxious Weed Treatment 
	Mile
	14


 See A.4.3 or AT.4.4, and K(T)-G(T).9 in the sample contract for more information.

J.  Contractor is to submit the number of copies indicated below;

	Item Description 
	Number

of Copies

	Bid Form FS-2400-14BV signed by Contractor
	1

	Technical Proposal                                          
	5


K.  Standard Provision G.3.5 (GT.3.5) Equipment Cleaning is included in the contract.  Contractor is required to clean all off-road equipment, as defined by the provision, to be free of noxious weeds of concern prior to bringing the equipment onto the contract area. 

L.  Unit boundaries are flagged with yellow ribbon and tagged with blue boundary cards.  Boundary trees are marked with orange tracer paint.  All units are designated by prescription.  One-half acre “gaps” will be created in units 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 and 11.  These gaps will be created by falling all designated trees within approximately 83 feet of a leave tree.  Leave trees in the gaps are marked with orange paint at DBH and below stump height.  Designated trees in the gap are those trees that meet the specified prescription and trees that are marked with blue paint at DBH and below stump height.

M.  This contract will be scaled by load count and converted to Tons for payment.  Payment will be based on 26.2 Tons per load for a standard log truck rated a maximum of 80,000 GVWR.

N.  Scaling shall be done by a third party Scaling organization approved by Forest Service.  Scaling shall be done in accordance with A.9 and Contractor shall bear costs for Scaling services.  

O.  Stumps marks are required per Special Provision K-G.4.1.7.

P.  Contractor shall machine pile all landing slash.

Q.  There are operating restrictions for murrelets, owls, and fish.  See sample contract for specific restrictions.
R.  For Specified Road Reconstruction, the Forest Service has appraised local material source from Mapleton Rock Products.  Forest Service has not obtained any commitment for price, quantity, or when, or if, such material would be available.  Bidders must make their own determination of price, availability, quantity, and time material will be available.  Rock obtained from commercial sources will be “weed free”.  The Contracting Officer may request written confirmation of methods utilized to insure weed free status.

S.  Contractor will be required to seed and fertilize landings and Temporary Roads.  A coop deposit of $0.05/Ton will be required for the cost of the seed which will be provided by the Forest Service.  

T.  Contractor will be responsible for prehaul, routine, seasonal, and post haul maintenance on system roads.  An estimate of 870 cubic yards of spot rock will be required on Forest Service Roads and approximately 330 cubic yards of rock will be required on Temporary Roads and landings.  Forest Service rock sources are not available.  Rock must be obtained from commercial sources and will be “weed free”.  The Contracting Officer may request written confirmation of methods utilized to insure weed free status.

