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I. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Zigzag Ski Club Tract is located southeast of the community of Rhododendron on the north side of the Zigzag River and within the Mt. Hood National Forest, Zigzag Ranger District in Clackamas County, Oregon.  The tract is located in Township 3 South, Range 7 East, section 13, within the Rhododendron, Oregon U.S. Geological Survey Quadrangle.  The lots are accessed from Summer Home Road 27 (Forest Service system road 2627).  

The tract is located on the west slope of the Cascade Mountain Range in the Zigzag River valley between Flag Mountain to the south and Enola Hill to the north.  The tract, as are all the cabin tracts on the Zigzag Ranger District, is managed to maintain a natural forest setting.  Thus the vegetative community reflects, for the most part, the densely forested closed canopy, heavy undergrowth condition common to the west side of the Cascades.    

The Zigzag Ski Club Tract, one of the smaller of ten such tracts on the Zigzag District, consists of 7 individual lots with built improvements on each lot.   

II. HISTORIC CONTEXT

A. Barlow Road

The Barlow Road segment of the Oregon Trail was included in the National Register of Historic Places in 1992 as an historic district (Beckham 1989).  All 7 lots in the Zigzag Ski Club tract have been identified as being within the boundaries of the historic district: The recreation cabins were identified in the Barlow Road nomination as being non-contributing features of the historic district.        
B. Mt Hood Loop Highway

The State of Oregon acquired the Barlow Road in 1919 and construction of a modern roadway, roughly following the alignment of the historic wagon road, began. The Loop Highway’s development and use was important in the planning and development of this and other summer home tracts on the Zigzag Ranger District.  Summer Home Road 27 is not a remnant of the historic Loop Highway.      

C. Mt. Hood Loop Recreation Plan

The improved access to the Forest that the Loop Highway provided was the impetus for the Mt. Hood National Forest to undertake strategic recreation planning.  The Mt. Hood Loop Recreation Unit Plan was one of those planning efforts (Cleator 1923).  Cleator recognized that the soon to be completed Loop Highway would increase the recreation demand on adjacent Forest lands.  There were already a number of summer homes located on Mt. Hood Forest lands by 1923.  Cleator identified that summer homes were a legitimate recreational use of the Forest and classified specific land in the Loop Highway corridor as summer home sites.  He also recognized the recreational value of club sites on the Forest and identified appropriate locations for club development as well.  In locating summer home sites and club sites, Cleator tended to designate higher ground for summer homes and placed potential club sites on lands that were more prone to flooding.  However, he did try to identify a safe building site for any “community buildings” to be used for potential club developments.      

Secretary of Agriculture W.M. Jardine, in 1926, designated lands adjacent to the Loop Highway as the Mt. Hood Recreation Area (Jardine 1926).  The designation noted that the primary value of this land was for recreation purposes, including “club houses”.        

D. Zigzag District Summerhomes

Extensive planning and surveying for summer homes began in earnest in the 1920s.  Issuance of permits and construction of cabins continued until about 1940 when the rate of new construction tapered off, likely due the focus on the war efforts.  After the war there was an increased demand for vacant summer home lots but by then most designated lots had already been built on.  In more recent times, the Forest Service has not generally allowed any new construction.  

Today there are 557 individual recreation cabins in 10 separate tracts on the Zigzag Ranger District.  Initially the cabins were used for week-end retreats during the summer months, thus the term “summer homes”.  However, as the interest in winter sports increased and individuals’ time for recreation became more varied, cabins began to be used year-round, thus the term “recreation cabin” more commonly used today.  

Eight tracts have been evaluated to determine their historic significance and eligibility for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.  The Still Creek Tract was determined to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register as an historic district under criterion (a) for its association with Forest Service recreation planning (Willingham 2000).  The Camp Creek Tract was determined to be not eligible due to irretrievable loss of integrity and lack of distinction (Chapman 2003).  The Cool Creek Tract was determined to be ineligible since it was not 50 years old nor was it associated with the historic development of the summer home tracts on the Zigzag District (Jaqua, 2004).  The Mile Bridge Tract was determined eligible under criteria (a) and (c) for its association with recreation development on the Mt. Hood National Forest and as a distinguishable entity whose elements are not individually distinctive or remarkable (Clauss, 2004).  The Old Oregon Trail Tract was determined not to be eligible due to irretrievable integrity loss and lack of distinction (Jaqua, 2005a).  The Tollgate Tract was determined not to be eligible due to either a loss of integrity or individual cabins that dated to outside the tracts historic period (Joyer, 2005).  The Zigzag Tract and the Vine Maple Tract have been determined tobe not eligible due to irretrievable integrity loss of individual cabins within those tracts (Jaqua, 2005b and Jaqua, 2006).     

E. Zigzag Ski Club Tract 

The Term Occupancy Act of 1915 allowed for private use and development of leased public lands.  A 1921 Mt. Hood Forest map of the Camp Creek Group of Summer Home sites depicts an area on the north side of the Zigzag River set aside for the Zigzag Ski Club (Jackson, 1921).  In Cleator’s 1923 narrative description of the Mt. Hood Loop Recreation Plan, it appears that at least a few cabins had already been built on the tract designated for the club (Cleator, 1923).  The Forest Service permit to the Zigzag Ski Club was terminated in 1965 and individual permits for each cabin were issued.  Since 1965, the seven cabins have been administered as individual summer homes on their own respective lots.  
III. RESEARCH HISTORTY AND METHODS

To determine the historic significance of each individual cabin, recreation cabin permit files were reviewed and each lot/cabin was visited.  Individual lot/cabin assessment involved documenting the landscaping, lot improvements, each building’s construction features, architectural elements, additions/alterations, location, setting, integrity, and condition.  Digital color photographs were taken of each elevation, character defining features, and prominent landscape features.  A not-to-scale site plan of each lot was prepared to record the buildings’ setting on the lot and their relationship to the road and water frontage.  Each cabin was evaluated to determine if it contributed to the qualities of a potentially eligible Zigzag Ski Club Tract historic district.  Concomitantly, the significance, integrity, and condition of the Zigzag Ski Club Tract as a district were evaluated, as well.  

IV. RESEARCH RESULTS AND DETERMINATIONS

A. Statement of Significance

The Zigzag Ski Club Tract is potentially eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under criterion a.  The tract is associated with the Mt Hood Forest’s recreation planning of the 1920s and 1930s.  Not only were these planning efforts in response to a public demand for recreational opportunities on the Forest, they set the tone for subsequent forest management decisions along the Mt. Hood Loop corridor on the Zigzag Ranger District.  Summer homes and club sites were two of a number of opportunities that provided a balanced recreation menu to the Portland metropolitan population that included campgrounds, trails, primitive areas, picnic grounds, scenic drives, and resorts.  

The Zigzag Ski Club Tract may also be eligible under criterion c.  The historic cabins embody the distinctive characteristics of the rustic vernacular architectural style popular for historic summer homes constructed on the Zigzag Ranger District.  In addition, as a potential historic district they represent a distinguishable entity while the individual cabins may lack distinction on their own merits.  Being originally a club site, the individual cabins are clustered in close proximity and relate to each other.  In addition they share a number of architectural elements: wood shingle siding, large exterior mortared stone chimneys, wood sash windows, and are relatively small in size.            

B. Statement of Integrity

Integrity is necessary for a property to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.  Seven aspects of integrity (location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association) must be assessed as to how they convey the property’s significance (NPS 1995).  For the tract to retain integrity as a whole, the majority of the individual cabins must possess integrity and contribute to the historic qualities of the tract.  The tract cannot be eligible as an historic district if it contains so many alterations or new intrusions that it no longer conveys the sense of a historic environment.  

C. Summary of District Eligibility

I have defined the historic period of significance for the Zigzag Ski Club Tract as being 1923 through 1951.  In his 1923 narrative description of the Mt. Hood Loop Recreation Unit, Cleator discloses that at least a few of the cabins had already been constructed.  The earliest uncovered historic documents that deal with the cabins are inspections in 1950 and 1951 that indicate that all seven cabins existed by 1951.    

The potential significance of the Zigzag Ski Club Tract is the tract’s association with the Forest’s recreation planning, the cabins’ rustic vernacular architectural style, and the distinguishable entity of the tract as a group of individual properties.  The Forest’s goal was to site summer home tracts and club sites in a natural forested environment. The permits’ standards and guidelines were created to ensure that the lots were maintained in a natural setting and the cabins were modest in size, aesthetically pleasing, and would reflect a natural rustic sensibility.  Native material was preferred over highly engineered or manufactured elements.  

I have examined the 7 lots within the Zigzag Ski Club Tract and their associated cabins, outbuildings, and landscape features.  The results of my field review are recorded on the documentation forms for each individual lot.  For a lot/cabin to contribute to the historic qualities of the tract, it must have been built during the tract’s period of significance (1923-1951) and retain enough integrity to represent its historic character and condition.     

	ZIGZAG SKI CLUB TRACT CABINS – CONSTRUCTION DATES

	

	Cabin
	Sub

Unit
	1st SUP

Issued
	Cabin

Constructed
	Contrib-

     uting
	Notes

	

	27-18
	1
	ca. 1923
	?
	Yes
	

	27-20
	2
	ca. 1923
	?
	No
	Irretrievable integrity loss

	27-22
	3
	ca. 1923
	?
	Yes
	

	27-24
	4
	ca. 1923
	?
	Yes
	

	27-26
	5
	ca. 1923
	?
	Yes
	

	27-28
	6
	ca. 1923
	?
	Yes
	

	27-30
	7
	ca. 1923
	?
	No
	Irretrievable integrity loss


Recreation cabins that were constructed during the tract’s historic period of 1923-1951

7


Recreation cabins that were constructed outside the tract’s historic period of 1923-1951

0 


Recreation cabins that contribute to the historic qualities of the tract



5

 

Recreation cabins that do not contribute to the historic qualities of the tract


2





V. CONCLUSIONS

The majority of the cabins within the tract retain enough historical and architectural integrity to contribute to the historic qualities of the Zigzag Ski Club Tract.  In addition, the designed clustering of the individual cabins with a centrally located clubhouse to serve club members is still evident.  The Zigzag Ski Club Tract is eligible for inclusion on the National Register under both criteria a and c.     
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