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SECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM
Potential Historic District

Agency/Project:: USDA Forest Service / Vine Maple Recreation Cabin Tract

Address/Location: MHNF, Zigzag Ranger District City, County: near Rhododendron, Clackamas County
USGS Quad Name: Rhododendron District
Township: T3S Range: 7TE  Section: 11, 14 Name: Vine Maple Tract (aka Vine Maple Grove Tract)
Current Use: Recreation cabins Date of Construction: ca. 1920 to present
Period of Significance: 1920 to 1941
Architectural Classification/Resource Type: Alterations & Dates:
rustic, vernacular, A-frame see forms for individual cabins
Approximate acreage: Number of Resources:
85 individual cabins w/ associated improvements
Condition: Integrity:
[JExcellent X Good [JFair [J Poor [JExcellent [ Good [JFair X Poor

cabin in the Vine Maple Tract

Preliminary National Register Findings:
Potentially Eligible

X Not Eligible: [ In current state X Irretrievable integrity loss  [] Lacks Distinction [ Not 50 Years

State Historic Preservation Office Comments:

XConcur [] Do Not Coneur:
[ Etigible [ Not Eligible
Signed /5// Svoh Jalving , Date 3/3/2200 6
Comments: N4 i

Surveyor/Agency: Jeff M. Jaqua, USDA Forest Service, Mt. Hood N.F.
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Agency/Project: USFS,MHNF / Vine Maple Tract City, County: near Rhododendron, Clackamas County

Architect, Builder or Designer (if known): Property Category:
[ Building [ Structure X District [] Site [] Object

Owner:
X Private* [] Local Government. [] State X Federal* [] Other

* All cabins and outbuildings within the tract are privately owned; however, they lie on U.S. Forest Service managed lands
and their use and maintenance are permitted by the Forest Service.

L. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Vine Maple Tract (aka Vine Maple Grove Tract) is located south of the community of Rhododendron along the Zigzag
River and Still Creek within the Mt. Hood National Forest, Zigzag Ranger District in Clackamas County, Oregon. The
tract is located in Township 3 South, Range 7 East, sections 11 and 14, within the Rhododendron, Oregon U.S. Geological
Survey Quadrangle. The lots are accessed from Summer Home Roads 12 and 20 (Forest Service system roads 2612 and
2620).

The tract is located on the west slope of the Cascade Mountain Range in the Zigzag River valley between Hunchback
Mountain to the south and Zigzag Mountain to the north. The tract, as are all the cabin tracts on the Zigzag Ranger District,
is managed to maintain a natural forest setting. Thus the vegetative community reflects, for the most part, the densely
forested closed canopy, heavy undergrowth condition common to the west side of the Cascades.

The Vine Maple Tract, one of the larger of ten such tracts on the Zigzag District, consists of 85 individual lots with built
improvements on each lot.

I1. HISTORIC CONTEXT

11.A. Barlow Road

The Barlow Road segment of the Oregon Trail was included in the National Register of Historic Places in 1992 as an
historic district (Beckham 1989). While a number of individual cabins can be viewed from the historic district, only 7 lots
have been identified as being within the boundaries of the historic district: Road 20 Lot 01, Road 20C Lot 01, Road 20C
Lot 05, Road 20C Lot 07, and Road 20D Lot 3, 20D Lot 11, 20D Lot 13. The recreation cabins were identified in the
Barlow Road nomination as being non-contributing features of the historic district.

I1.B. Mt Hood Loop Highway

The State of Oregon acquired the Barlow Road in 1919 and construction of a modern roadway, roughly following the
alignment of the historic wagon road, began. Though the historic Loop Highway is not directly or physically associated
with the Vine Maple Tract, the road’s development and use was important in the planning and development of this and
other summer home tracts on the Zigzag Ranger District.

I1.C. Mt. Hood Loop Recreation Plan

The improved access to the Forest that the Loop Highway provided was the impetus for the Mt. Hood National Forest to
undertake strategic recreation planning. The Mt. Hood Loop Recreation Unit Plan was one of those planning efforts
(Cleator 1923). Cleator recognized that the soon to be completed Loop Highway would increase the recreation demand on
adjacent Forest lands. The Term Occupancy Act of 1915 allowed for private use and development of leased public lands
and there were already a number of summer homes located on Mt. Hood Forest lands by 1923. Cleator identified that
summer homes were a legitimate recreational use of the Forest and classified specific land in the Loop Highway corridor as
summer home sites. Secretary of Agriculture W.M. Jardine, in 1926, designated lands adjacent to the Loop Highway as the
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purposes, including summer homes.

IL.D. Zigzag District Summerhomes

Extensive planning and surveying for summer homes began in earnest in the 1920s. Issuance of permits and construction
of cabins continued until about 1940 when the rate of new construction tapered off, likely due the focus on the war efforts.
After the war there was an increased demand for vacant summer home lots but by then most designated lots had already
been built on. In more recent times, the Forest Service has not generally allowed any new construction.

Today there are 557 individual recreation cabins in 10 separate tracts on the Zigzag Ranger District. Initially the cabins
were used for week-end retreats during the summer months, thus the term “summer homes”. However, as the interest in
winter sports increased and individuals® time for recreation became more varied, cabins began to be used year-round, thus
the term “recreation cabin” more commonly used today.

Six tracts have been evaluated to determine their historic significance and eligibility for inclusion on the National Register
of Historic Places. The Still Creek Tract (56 cabins) was determined to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register as
an historic district under criterion (a) for its association with Forest Service recreation planning (Willingham 2000). The
Camp Creek Tract was determined to be not eligible due to irretrievable loss of integrity and lack of distinction (Chapman
2003). The Cool Creek Tract was determined to be ineligible since it was not 50 years old nor was it associated with the
historic development of the summer home tracts on the Zigzag District (Jaqua, 2004). The Mile Bridge Tract was
determined eligible under criteria (a) and (c) for its association with recreation development on the Mt. Hood National
Forest and as a distinguishable entity whose elements are not individually distinctive or remarkable (Clauss, 2004). The
Old Oregon Trail Tract was determined not to be eligible due to irretrievable integrity loss and lack of distinction (Jaqua,
2005). The Tollgate Tract was determined not to be eligible due to either a loss of integrity or individual cabins that dated
to outside the tracts historic period (Joyer, 2005)

ILE. Vine Maple Tract

The tract was first surveyed by W.M.H. Woodward between 1916 and 1920 as the “Vine Maple Grove Summer Home
Sites”. Thirty-four lots were located on the east side of Still Creek and thirteen on the west side. More lots were surveyed
and added to the tract in 1921, 1924, 1928, and 1935. Though records are not complete, the oldest cabins appear to have
been constructed in the early 1920s. At least twelve cabins have either been razed, destroyed by fire or flood, and new
cabins constructed, or are under construction. .

ITL. RESEARCH HISTORY AND METHODS

To determine the historic significance of each individual cabin, recreation cabin permit files were reviewed and each
lot/cabin was visited. Individual lot/cabin assessment involved documenting the landscaping, lot improvements, each
building’s construction features, architectural elements, additions/alterations, location, setting, integrity, and condition.
Digital color photographs were taken of each elevation, character defining features, and prominent landscape features. A
not-to-scale site plan of each lot was prepared to record the buildings’ setting on the lot and their relationship to the road
and water frontage. Each cabin was evaluated to determine if it contributed to the qualities of a potentially eligible Vine
Maple Tract historic district. Concomitantly, the significance, integrity, and condition of the Vine Maple Tract as a district
were evaluated, as well. Cabins and associated outbuildings may individually qualify for National Register eligibility as
outstanding embodiments of the significance of the Vine Maple Recreation Cabin Tract. To qualify individually, the cabin
must have minimal modifications, retain much of the original fabric, and embody the rustic vernacular architectural style
characteristic of recreation residences built on federally administered lands in the Pacific Northwest between ca. 1920 and
1960.

IV. RESEARCH RESULTS AND DETERMINATIONS

IV.A. Statement of Significance

The Vine Maple Tract is potentially eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under criterion a. The
tract is associated with the Mt Hood Forest’s recreation planning of the 1920s and 1930s. Not only were these planning
efforts in response to a public demand for recreational opportunities on the Forest, they set the tone for subsequent forest
management decisions along the Mt. Hood Loop corridor on the Zigzag Ranger District. Summer homes were one of a
number of opportunities that provided a balanced recreation menu to the Portland metropolitan population that included
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home tracts in national forests throughout the country represented a dramatic shift in Forest Service recreation policy. The
expansion of road systems and increasing popularity of automobile travel contributed to the demand for vacation homes.
The Term Permit Act in 1915 made it possible for private individuals to lease summer home lots within the national forests
and in 1918 the Washington Office of the Forest Service issued directions for the development of tracts (Atwood, et al.
2005:79). An estimated 15,200 recreation residences exist nation-wide, with 557 individual cabins in ten designated tracts
within Mt. Hood National Forest. By association with this national trend, recreation residences may qualify for eligibility
to the National Register individually or as part of a historic district under criterion a.

The Vine Maple Tract may also be eligible under criterion c¢. The historic cabins embody the distinctive characteristics of
the rustic vernacular architectural style popular for historic summer homes constructed on the Zigzag District. In addition,
as a potential historic district they represent a distinguishable entity while the individual cabins may lack distinction on
their own merits.

IV.B. Statement of Integrity

Integrity is necessary for a property to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. Seven aspects
of integrity (location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association) must be assessed as to how they
convey the property’s significance (NPS 1995). For the tract to retain integrity as a whole, the majority of the individual
cabins must possess integrity and contribute to the historic qualities of the tract. The tract cannot be eligible as an historic
district if it contains so many alterations or new intrusions that it no longer conveys the sense of a historic environment.

IV.C. Summary of District Eligibility

I have defined the historic period of significance for the Vine Maple Tract as being 1920 through 1941. The first special-
use permit for a cabin was issued in 1920 and 54 of the 85 cabins in the tract were likely constructed in the historic period.
After World War II, the state of the economy and the improvements to roads seemed to shift the demographics of those
interested in owning a recreation retreat in the Forest. The design of summer homes on the Zigzag Ranger District
constructed after the war tend to be more of an extension of styles commonly found in the city rather than the rustic
romanticized design popular before the war. Composition shingle roofing and aluminum windows were preferred over
cedar shakes and wood sash, divided light windows. Multiple bedrooms and indoor toilets were preferred over a simple 3-
room cabin and an outhouse. Brick and cinder block chimneys were preferred over random coursed native rock. Permit
holders seemed to be more interested in taking advantage of new technology, and modern architectural ideas and materials,
than continuing with rustic design features.

The potential significance of the Vine Maple Tract is the tract’s association with the Forest’s recreation planning, the
cabins’ rustic vernacular architectural style, and the distinguishable entity of the tract as a group of individual properties.
The Forest’s goal was to site the tracts in a natural forested environment. The permits’ standards and guidelines were
created to ensure that the lots were maintained in a natural setting and the cabins were modest in size, aesthetically
pleasing, and would reflect a natural rustic sensibility. Native material was preferred over highly engineered or
manufactured elements.

I have examined the 85 lots within the Vine Maple Tract and their associated cabins, outbuildings, and landscape features.
The results of my field review are recorded on the documentation forms for each individual lot. For a lot/cabin to
contribute to the historic qualities of the tract, it must have been built during the tract’s period of significance (1920-1941)
and retain enough integrity to represent its historic character and condition.
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Cabin Sub 1* SUP Cabin Contrib- Notes
Unit Issued Constructed uting
12-03 076 1961 1982 No Original cabin destroyed by fire
12-05 077 1936 ca. 1938 Yes
12-07 078 ? prior to 1938 Yes
12-09 079 1957 1957-1974 No
12-11 080 1962 ca. 1968 No
12-13 081 1963 ca. 1970 No
12-21 085 1958 ca. 1965 No
12-23 086 1949 1950-1971 No
12-25 087 1949 1950-1962 No
12-27 088 1936 1937-1940 No
12-29 089 1946 ca. 1948 No
12-35 092 1958 1959-1964 No
12-37 093 1946 ca. 1946 No Individually eligible — Steiner built cabin
12-39 094 1962 ca. 1964 No
12-41 095 1946 ca. 1947 No
12-43 096 1961 ca. 1963 No
12-45 097 1945 ca. 1948 No
12-47 098 1935 by 1946 No
12-49 099 1937 ca. 1939 Yes
12-51 100 1936 by 1944 Yes
12-53 101 1935 by 1943 No 1" permittee was Linn Forrest, USFS architect
12-55 102 1933 1934 No Original cabin built in 1934. Larger cabin
ca. 1952 built starting in 1949. Original then used as
guest house.
12-57 103 1928 by 1937 No
21-59 104 1927 ca. 1927 Yes
12-61 105 1925 1978 No Original cabin torn down to build new cabin.
12-63 106 1960 1964-1972 No
12-69 045 (109) | 1921 ca. 1925 Yes Sub-unit lot number changed to #109 in 1935
12-71 110 % prior to 1937 No
12-73 111 1933 by 1942 No
12-75 112 1924 1925 Yes
12-77 113 1922 No Original cabin burned down in 2004
12-79 114 ? prior to 1937 Yes
12-81 115 1929 ca. 1986 No Original cabin razed in 1986
12-83 116 1925 ca. 1927 No
12-85 117 1925 ca. 1925 Yes Individually eligible — Strom cabin
12-87 118 1929 ca. 1929 No
20-01 000 1938 prior to 1930 Yes Individually eligible - Williamson cabin
20-03 040 ? prior to 1934 Yes
20-04 035 1921 by 1925 Yes
20-05 039/041 1924 by 1932 Yes
20-06 034 1921 1924-1937 Yes
20-07 038 1924 by 1938 Yes Individually eligible — Hood cabin
20-08 033 ? by 1936 No
20-09 037 1924 by 1928 Yes
20-10 032 1921 by 1935 No
20-11 036 ? by 1938 Yes
20-12 031 ? 1969 No Original cabin burned in 1961
20-14 030 1921 7 Yes
20-16 029 2 by 1933 Yes
20-18 028 1923 ca. 1923 Yes
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20-22 026 1924 1981 No Original cabin razed in 1978
20-24 025 1924 by 1939 No

20-26 024 1921 by 1926 Yes

20-28 023 ? 2002 No Original cabin razed in 2001
20-30 022 ? by 1937 Yes

20-32 021 ? ca. 1969 No Original cabin razed in 1967
20-34 020 ? prior to 1937 Yes

20-36 019 1933 by 1944 No

20-38 018 1926 1968 No Disposition of original cabin is unknown
20-40 017 1923 ca. 1926 No

20-42 016 1925 ca. 1988 No Original cabin razed ca. 1988
20-44 015 1922 1925(2) No

20-46 014 ? by 1938 Yes

20-50 012 1921 by 1925 No

20-52 011 1921 ca. 1968 No Original cabin razed in 1968
20-54 010 % 1924 ca. 1927 No

20-56 010 1921 ca, 1926 Yes

20-58 009 1921 by 1926 Yes Individually eligible — Seberg cabin
20-60 008 7 by 1937 Yes

20-62 107 1925 2 Yes

20-63 002/003 1924 0 No

20-65 004/005 1920 ca. 1920 Yes

20-67 108 ? by 1933 No

20C-01 043 1924 9 No

20C-05 045 1931 1933- 1940 Yes Individually eligible - Steiner built cabin
20C-07 046 ? ca. 1970 No

20D-03 048/049 ? prior to 1935 Yes

20D-05 050 1928 ca. 1966 No Original cabin lost in 1964 flood.
20D-07 051 1928 ? Yes

20D-09 052 ? prior to 1935 Yes

20D-11 053 92 prior to 1937 Yes

20D-13 054 2 prior to 1930 No

20D-15 055 1924 1998 No Original cabin burned in 1997
20D-17 056 1928 ca. 1929 No

Recreation cabins that were likely constructed during the tract’s historic period of 1920-1941 54
Recreation cabins that were likely constructed outside the tract’s historic period of 1920-1941 31

Recreation cabins that contribute to the historic qualities of the Vine Maple Tract 34
Recreation cabins that do not contribute to the historic qualities of the Vine Maple Tract 51

V. CONCLUSIONS

The majority of the cabins in the Vine Maple Tract have either suffered a loss of integrity or were not constructed during
the tract’s historic period. Common cabin alterations that contribute to a loss of integrity include large additions that
change the structure’s massing, plan, and roofline; installation of modern metal roofing; and replacement of wood sash true
divided light windows with either aluminum or vinyl windows. The Vine Maple Tract is found not to be eligible for
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places as an historic district.

Two log cabins built by the locally renowned craftsman Henry Steiner are within the Vine Maple Tract. Both qualify for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places as individual properties under criterion c, as representative works of a
master craftsman. A German immigrant, Henry Steiner was a skilled craftsman employed by the WPA in the construction
of Timberline Lodge, a National Historic Landmark. Between 1927 and 1946 Steiner built five log cabins in the Zigzag




[image: image7.jpg]District summer home tracts in addition to a Catholic church and numerous other residences on private property in the Mt.
Hood area. The Steiner cabin on lot 37, Road 12 was constructed outside the historic period for the Vine Maple Tract so
thus does not contribute to the historic qualities of the tract. The Steiner cabin on lot 5, Road 20C was constructed within
the historic period and does contribute.

The cabin on lot 1, Road 20 may also be eligible individually for its association with the life and work of Francis W.
“Scotty” Williamson, important in the history of the Zigzag Ranger District and northwest Oregon. Williamson was a
recreation planner for the Mt. Hood National Forest from 1924-1938 and prepared many Forest recreation plans that set the
course of the agency’s management of the Mt. Hood area. Among many of his significant accomplishments, he designed
the Zigzag Ranger Station compound, surveyed and located the route of the Timberline Road, and sited what would become
Timberline Lodge. He also surveyed, planned and administered the then new summer home program on the Zigzag Ranger
District. The cabin and outbuilding on this lot served as his personal residence and office. When transferred to the
Snoqualmie National Forest in 1938 he recommended that he be issued a special use permit and the cabin be administered
under the summer home program. A Special Use Permit was issued to Williamson in 1938 and it appears that he sold the
cabin ca. 1941.

Three other recreation cabins within the Vine Maple Tract are eligible to the National Register as individual historic
properties under criteria a and c¢. These include the P.G. Strom Cabin, Road 12, Lot 85, the C.A. Hood Cabin, Road 20, Lot
7, and the Godfrey Seberg Cabin, Road 20, Lot 58. The three cabins were built between 1925 and 1930, and embody the
distinctive characteristics of rustic vernacular summer home architecture during the initial period of tract development
within national forests in the Pacific Northwest. Each is an outstanding and well-preserved example, with little to no
modifications and much of its original fabric. Along with the Steiner-built cabin on Road 12, Lot 37, these properties have
the highest integrity ratings within the Vine Maple Tract.
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Attachment B (10/78, revised 6/04)
USFS/SHPO Memorandum of Agreement

Date: Feb. 10, 2006

A cultural resource inventory has identified the cultural resources described in the accompanying
materials. These resources have been evaluated according to the criteria in 36CFR 60.4 as
documented in the Evaluation Report for each identified resource.

Please indicate your opinion of these findings by marking the appropriate line(s) below. Return this
form to us within 30 working days of receipt of the request. The enclosed documents are copies for
your permanent files.

Enclosures: Responsible Official:

.- Inventory Report Name: Rick McClure

X Site Report Forest: Mt. Hood National Forest
e Evaluation Report Mailing Address: Heritage Program
__ Other Gifford Pinchot-Mt. Hood NF

2455 Highway 141, Trout Lake, WA 98650

For further information, contact: Rick McClure Phone (509) 395-3399
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