RECREATION RESIDENCE SEPTIC INSPECTION INFORMATION

When do I need my septic system inspected?
1) PERMIT REISSUANCE – all Summerhome Special-Use permits expire at the end of 2008.  In order to renew your permit we must have a copy of a septic inspection done on or after December 31, 2002.  We need to receive a copy of the inspection by September 30, 2006 in order to facilitate the re-issuance of your permit by the time of permit expiration in 2008.
2) CABIN SALE – Your system must have been inspected within the five years prior to the sale of your cabin, as a condition for transferring the permit to a new owner.

What documentation do I need to provide to the Forest Service?  

A reputable inspector must describe the capacity, condition, material and location of the system.  The location of the system needs to be shown on a map.
Below is a list of inspectors who commonly work in this area.  However, you are not restricted to this list.  It is advisable to seek bids before proceeding with the inspection.

K and W Excavation and Septic Services – 503-622-3844

Always Excavation – 503-704-1348

Speedy Septic Service – 503-663-2807

Cascade Septic Tank Service – 503-630-6659

SEPCO – 503-663-1923

Goodman Sanitation  - 503-668-2280

SEPTIC SYSTEM REPLACEMENT (What if my system fails the inspection?)
Any ground-disturbing activity, including septic system replacement or perk test pit excavation, must receive written approval from the forest service prior to excavation.  This handout does not serve as approval.

Approval Timeline:  Projects are reviewed once a month.  Please submit your request before the second Thursday of the month.  A field review by the District Hydrologist, Botanist, Wildlife and Fisheries Biologist and Archaeologist will take place during the fourth week of the month.  Project approvals will be mailed out approximately six weeks after the field review.
Approval Process:  Provide this office with a proposed plan by the second Thursday of the month.  Include a project map – show the old and the new system in relation to any buildings on your lot.  Show the distance to any water lines, escarpments, streams, creeks or wet areas.  Describe the work to be done (ie, dig test pit, replace tank, etc).  Describe the type of machinery to be used, and the access to the site.  (For example:  The tank location is located 10 feet off the driveway.  A Kabota Mini-Excavator will be used.  Machinery will cross an area vegetated with salal).  Describe any trees 6” or greater in diameter that may be affected by the project.  Include your contact information so we can contact you if we need clarification.  Stake the site on the ground and flag potentially affected trees.
