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City, Coumy' near Fu'mdodendmn Clackamas County

USGS Quad Name: Rhododendron District

Township: 3S Range: 7E Sections: 13, 14, 24 Name: Cool Creek Summrhome Tract
Current Use: Recreation cabins Dates of Construction: 1957-1978
Architectural Classification/Resource Type: Alterations & Dates:

rustic, vernacular see evaluation sheets for individual cabins

Outbuildings and Landscape Features: woodsheds, storage Approximate acreage / Number of individual resources:
sheds, outhouses, walking paths, driveways

approx. 37 acres / 25 recreation cabins w/ associated lot

improvements
Condition: Integrity:
[ Excellent X Good [JFair [J] Poor [JExcellent xGood [IFair [J Poor

Road 12, Lot 117

Preliminary National Register Findings:

[ National Register listed Potentially Efigible: [] Individually [[] As part of District
X Not Eligible: []In current state [] Irretrievable integrity loss [] Lacks Distinction X Not 50 Years

State Historic Preservation Office Comments:
ECumuv [ bo Not Concur:
[ Potentially Eligible Individually DPmMEWePsmndDMﬂe\ [ Not Eligible:

Signed /S/ Lirk E._Fanzeti m,_giﬁmg_gq
COmrnenu

Surveyor/Agency: Jeff M. Jaqua, Zigzag District Archaeologist, USDA Mt. Hood National Forest June, 2004
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Agency/Project: : USDA Forest Service, MHNF : (_}ity, County: near Rhododendron, Clackamas County.
Architect, Builder or Designer (if known): Property Category:
[ Building [ Structure X District [ Site [] Object

Owner:
X Private [] Local Government. [] State X Federal [] Other

Structures are on USFS managed lands under permit and are privately owned.

Summary Statement of Significance

The Cool Creek Summerhome Tract is located along Still Creek on the Zigzag Ranger District of the Mt. Hood National
Forest (MHNF), southeast of the community of Rhododendron. This tract was established in 1955 by the MHNF. Twenty-
five individual residences were constructed between 1957 and 1978. The residences and other improvements on the lots are
privately owned and occupy United States Forest Service (USFS) managed lands under special use permits. A survey of
the Cool Creek Tract was conducted in May / June, 2004 to determine whether the tract meets National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP) eligibility criteria. Due to the fact that neither the tract nor any of the individual cabins are 50 years old, or
older, it has been concluded that the tract is not eligible for inclusion on the NRHP. . <

In addition, the development of the Cool Creek Summerhome Tract does not seem to be associated with the MHNF
recreation planning of the 1920s that contributed to the significance of the historic summerhome tracts on the Zigzag
Ranger District. The design of the individual residences is widely varied and there are few defining elements that define
the Cool Creek Tract. Though the eligibility question may be addressed in the future, after the property(s) reaches 50 years
old, it is doubtful that the tract will ever meet the National Register criteria.

Physical Description

The Cool Creek Tract is located in sections 13, 14, and 24 of Township 3S, Range 7E. The tract is named for Cool Creek
that flows into Still Creek just upstream from the tract. The tract consists of 25 recreation cabins located on individual lots,
most being constructed in the 1960s. All of the cabins are located between Forest Service road 2612 and Still Creek. Other
than clearing for the building site and the driveways, the lots remain in their natural forested condition. Extensive
landscaping is prohibited by the terms of the permit. The built and natural environments are integrated and, for the most
part, the cabins are screened from view from the road and each other by natural vegetation. Many of the cabins are located
in the floodplain of Still Creek and some have suffered damage from high water events.

Methodology

The field investigation included a reconnaissance level photographic and architectural survey. Each cabin and any
associated improvements were documented. Permit files were reviewed to determine the date of construction, ownership,
and any significant alterations. Each cabin is described on individual documentation forms that are attached.

Historic Context

The establishment of the Cool Creek Tract (1955) and the construction of the majority of the cabins in the tract (1960s) are
outside the historic periods of the historically significant summerhome tracts on the Zigzag Ranger District (1915-1945).
The Term Occupancy Act of 1915 allowed private use and development of public Forest lands. With the completion of the
Mt. Hood Loop Highway in the 1920s, the Mount Hood National Forest responded to the demand of recreational
opportunities on the Forest by developing extensive recreation plans and establishing tracts for privately owned
summerhomes, The cabins constructed between 1915 and 1945 commonly reflect the objectives of these plans and the
values of the cabin owners pursuing this recreational opportunity. The end of World War II in 1945 brought with it a new
economic base and new different recreational demands. Cabins constructed after 1945 seem to reflect that. Designs often
tend to be reflections of simply constructed vernacular homes found in the cities or suburbs rather than rustic native
material cabins constructed before WWIIL. The Cool Creek Tract is the last summerhome tract established on the Zigzag
Ranger District and is the only tract set up after the 1940s. It seems to have been a limited response to demand for
buildable lots. By 1960 there was a moratorium on any further leasing of summerhome lots on the Zigzag Ranger District.
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V' The Cool Creek Summerhome Tract consists of 25 cabins with associated outbuildings and features. Nene are 50 years old
or older and none seem to meet the criteria for National Register eligibility as individual properties. The Cool Creek Tract
is not associated with the historic summerhome tracts on the Zigzag District and is not eligible for inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places as a district.





