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County: near Rhododendron, Clackamas County
Architects, Builders or Designers (if known): Multiple

General description of Properties (including district boundaries & approximate dates of development), Significance
Statement, and Sources. (Use continuation sheets if necessary):

Summary Statement of Significance

The Camp Creek Summer Home Tract is located south of Highway 26 on the southwest slopes of Mt. Hood between
Rhododendron and Government Camp. The tract contains a concentration of summer homes and cabins that were built
between 1926 and 2005 within the Mt. Hood National Forest (MHNF). A reconnaissance-level survey of the summer home
tract was conducted in August 2003 to determine whether the tract meets National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
eligibility criteria. Due to integrity loss and modem infill, the Camp Creek Summer Home Tract is recommended not
eligible for listing in the NRHP as a historic district. Of the 138 summer homes in the tract (Table 1), 48 cabins are
contributing buildings, and 90 are non-contributing. The 90 non-contributing buildings include 52 historic-period summer
homes that have lost integrity and 38 that are of modern (post-1955) construction. :

Although the summer home tract is associated with the development of a series of United States Forest Service (USFS)
recreation plans in the MHNF during the first half of the twentieth century, the loss of individual integrity in 52 of the 100
historic-period homes, plus the addition of 38 modern homes throughout the tract, has compromised the overall integrity of
the district. For a district to retain integrity as a whole, the majority of the components that make up the district’s historic
character must possess integrity even if they are individually undistinguished (National Register Bulletin 15).

Physical Description

The Camp Creek Summer Home Tract is located in Township 3 South, Range 7 East, Sections 13 and 24; and Range 8
East, Sections 17, 18, 19, and 20. The Camp Creek drainage originates from a series of springs and wetlands above the
Government Camp area and flows through geologic deposits of glacial outwash to join the Zigzag River at the western end
of the Camp Creek Summer Home Tract. The Camp Creek summer homes are located slightly over 2,000 feet in elevation
on aterrace at the base of Flag Mountain. Forest vegetation is a major component of the Camp Creek setting, represented
by moderately dense stands of second-growth Douglas-fir, western hemlock, western redcedar, and a scattering of spruce. |
Understory vegetation primarily consists of rhododendron, red huckleberry, vine maple, sword fern, Oregon grape, salal, ‘
false Solomon’s seal, oxalis, and twinflower. ‘

The Camp Creek Tract consists of 138 summer homes located on individual lots within two sections divided by Camp
Creek Campground. Most of the homes were built in the late 1920s, soon after sections of the tract were platted generally
south of USFS Road 28. A later developmental period occurred after 1948 when a new section was platted north of Road
28. The homes in this northern part of the tract generally date to the 1950s and 1960s.

The individual summer home lots range in size from one-fifth to one-half acre, approximately 100 by 200 feet. The home
lots are set back from the road, following the curve of Camp Creek. The 800- to 2,000-square-foot houses generally have
long, gravel driveways that follow the natural topography. Each lot is within a private setting. Dense understory vegetation
including native groundcovers, shrubs, and tall stands of second-growth trees characterize each lot. A few cabins are
located south of Camp Creek in a lush canyon setting dominated by tall firs (along roads 30B and 30C). The arrangement
and interrelationship of the various features within the development were planned so the built and natural environments
were closely integrated. Lots were sited so that the homes were screened from public view by heavy timber and other
vegetation along the highway. The overall setting of each home and of the tract overall remains intact.
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General description of Properties (continued):
Methodology

The field investigation included a reconnaissance-level photographic and architectural survey. Each summer home over
50 years in age, the associated buildings, and other character-defining features were documented. Character-defining
features are historic-period decorative elements or construction features that define the architectural context and
significance of a cabin, or associated historic-period structures such as mortared-rock barbecue fireplaces that are
associated with a cabin. The field work was accomplished by Elizabeth J. O'Brien, B. of Arch., Historic Architect, and
Judith Chapman, M.A., Architectural Historian, on July 22, 23, and 24, 2003. Sally Donovan, M.S., Historic Preservation
Specialist, assisted in documenting and assessing architectural significance and integrity. Property files were reviewed at
the USFS Zigzag Ranger District office to determine the primary date of construction and original ownership. No
subsequent ownership and documentation of alterations to individual homes were researched. Each home was evaluated
according to its architectural integrity. Local historical research using Portland city directories and census records
provided demographic information on several cabin owners.

Each cabin over 50 years in age was recorded on a field form and photographed. Each historic-period cabin was then
individually described and evaluated on a Section 106 Documentation Form continuation sheet that was modified slightly
for this project. These 100 forms are at the end of this document. As part of the evaluation, each individual cabin was
evaluated and ranked as historic contributing (H-C), historic non-contributing (H-NC), or non-historic non-contributing (NH-
NC). Cabins and outbuildings that retain architectural integrity were ranked historic-contributing if they retained and
exhibited sufficient integrity to convey the initial period of development. Homes that are considered non-contributing are
those that no longer convey architectural integrity and have a number of exterior surface modifications, for example, vinyl
window sashes, non-compatible replacement siding, and/or major additions that alter the original plan and massing of the
building. A majority (65%) sample of the modern (post-1954) non-historic/non-contributing cabins were also visited and
photographed by Richard McClure, USFS, in April 2005 to assess compatibility with historic tract architecture. Descriptive
data are included at the end of this document.

The project area is indicated on the project location map and the individual lots are noted on the six attached Camp Creek
Summer Home Tract maps. A composite of the six maps precedes them to help orient their location. Table 1 is keyed to
| the maps according to individual Forest Service road and lot numbers. The numbers are hand-written below the original

| lot numbers on the maps, and are included in the individual forms.

:

Findings

The Camp Creek Summer Home Tract consists of 138 cabins with associated outbuildings and features that were
evaluated for the project. In addition, two lots are vacant (Road 28, Lots 22 and 26) and not included in the total because
the original homes have burned, and several lots were never built upon (see accompanying map). The Camp Creek

; Summer Home Tract is recommended not eligible for listing in the NRHP as a district. The classification or ranking system
| described above and presented below was used as a tool for determining whether a cabin was contributing or non-
contributing. The data provide information on the number of cabins that are relatively intact and the number that have been
altered and would not qualify for eligibility on an individual basis. Color-coded maps, which follow, show distribution.

Of the total 138 summer homes, 48 are ranked H-C, 52 are ranked H-NC, and 38 are ranked NH-NC. Almost all of the H-
C cabins were built in the late 1920s and 1930s. Because more homes were found to be H-NC than H-C and there is a
relatively large number of modern infill homes in the tract, the potential district of the Camp Creek Summer Home Tract
does not meet NRHP qualifications as it is unable to convey the level of integrity required for significance. An analysis of
the distribution of the H-C homes shows that the cabins are scattered throughout the tract and are not concentrated in
particular areas. The evaluation has found that none of the 48 H-C cabins are individually eligible for listing in the NRHP.
Although five of the 48 HC cabins retain a higher level of integrity than the others, these buildings either lack architectural
distinction (28A-21, 32-4, 32-10) or, in the case of two cabins (30C-14 and 34-48), they are recommended not eligible for
listing in the NRHP in their current state. If historical elements of these two cabins were restored, they may qualify
individually for NRHP listing. Both of these cabins have intact wooded settings and associated historical features.

Resources may shift from one evaluation category to another over time. For example, cabins found to be H-NC could
‘ become contributing if they are restored to their original appearance. NH-NC homes will reach 50 years in age in time and
could become significant if their integrity is maintained.
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General description of Properties (continued):

An overall assessment of the character of the Camp Creek Summer Home Tract has found that the cabins are modest
examples of recreational buildings that generally lack architectural distinction. Historical research on the individual cabin
owners has recovered demographic information showing class and occupational distinctions (R. L. Polk & Co. 1923, 1924,
1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1938, 1939, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1956). Most of the
cabin owners were from Portland, with the majority living on the east side of the city. Although several owners were
professionals, the majority of these cabin owners were from middle-class working families. Of interest is the fact that
several homes were built for women (e.g., schoolteachers, a social worker, wives, single women, and widows).

Property Types

The Camp Creek Summer Homes are generally woodland cabins that are classified as Rustic, Vernacular, or Craftsman
in design. Minimal decorative elements are usually confined to porches, window trim, and eave boards. Rustic
architecture is a unique twentieth-century style that developed in the Depression era. The design concept persisted but in
a more simplistic form into the 1940s (Throop 1979). Camp Creek cabins are generally plain, but almost all have rustic
stone chimneys and other rockwork features. The types of features that defined stylistic variation and integrity are noted
as character-defining features in the individual forms. The property types associated with the Camp Creek Summer Home
development include cabins; associated outbuildings such as garages, woodsheds, storage sheds, and privies; and
landscape features.

Cabins: Most cabins are oriented towards Camp Creek and have decks overlooking the creek. The cabins are generally
one- to one-and-a-half stories in height with a front-facing or side-facing gable roof, often with intersecting gable or shed
dormers and/or gable ell additions. Most cabins have board-and-batten siding although wood shingle/shake and horizontal
board are also common. There are very few log cabins. Common roofing material includes asphalt-composition shingles
or seamed-metal roofing. Foundations are slightly elevated, covered with some type of board skirting, and usually consist
of post-and-beam construction with stone or concrete footings. Porches on the fagades are usually partial length with gable
or shed roofs, though a few have full-length front porches. Both types are supported by peeled-log or square porch posts;
often these porches are more recent additions or have been repaired. Gable-end rubble-stone chimneys or ridgeline brick
chimneys are present on nearly every historic-period cabin. Windows are generally multi-light casement or double-hung
windows, usually in groups or pairs.

Many of the cabins have new siding and roofing, rear additions, and deck additions. Very few homes retain the original
screened porches and most have modern rear decks facing Camp Creek. Decorative elements such as jigsaw or log trim
are rare. Although interiors were not studied, some cabins have original knotty pine paneling, jigsawn moulding and
cabinet trim, timber-style stair railings, and old-growth fir floors.

Associated Outbuildings: Almost all of the summer homes have woodsheds and/or wood-frame storage outbuildings.
Woodsheds are necessary for storing firewood for winter use, when cabins are used for winter recreational outings. They
are usually freestanding structures although a few are attached to the main cabins. The woodsheds are generally small,
square or rectangular, and usually of slat-style or timber-frame construction with gable or shed roofs that promote air
circulation. Wood-frame garages and privies usually replicate the associated cabin in style and paint color. Privies are
small, square buildings, usually with gable roofs and sometimes shed roofs. Historic-period garages are rare.

Associated Landscape Features: Landscape features made of dressed stone include fireplace/barbecues, steps,
benches, and low walls. Most of these features were built during the historic period and contribute to the historic setting of

the property. Walkways and driveways are generally lined with placed stones, features that date to the development of
the lot.

The bridge over Camp Creek on Road 30B was built in 1967 and is considered a non-historic, non-contributing resource.
The bridge has wooden side rails and a concrete deck with concrete wing-wall abutments.
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General description of Properties (continued):
Historic Context

The Camp Creek Summer Home Tract dates from the historic development period of summer home recreation on Mt.
Hood. The assemblage of homes is an integral part of a larger system of private cabins, public campsites, roads, trails,
and special-use lodges that were built in the forest for the enjoyment of the public during the historic period. The USFS
recognized the recreation potential of the Mt. Hood area early on and sought to develop summer home colonies as an
important element of federal management of timber resources within the MHNF. Summer homes had existed in the Mt.
Hood region as early as 1913 or 1914 (Cecil 1917). The official policy of the USFS was to develop additional summer
home sites as long as the general public could not use the sites for other recreation purposes (Williamson 1930).

The early Mt. Hood Loop Recreation plans developed in the 1920s classified lands adjacent to the Mt. Hood Loop
Highway and along the streams of the lower Zigzag River valley as summer home lots and made them available to the
public for lease. The earliest documentation of summer home lots along Camp Creek is a map surveyed by H. G.
Jackson in 1921, showing Lots 1 through 56 (Jackson 1921). A Mt. Hood Recreation Plan map by Fred W. Cleator dated
July 1922 shows the lots on the north side of Camp Creek, starting from its confluence with the Zigzag River and
continuing east (Cleator and Hodgson 1922). Several lots including Lots 1 through 6 and lots accessed by Road 34 were
classified as available land for clubs or organizations. A 1926 map surveyed by Francis E. Williamson, Jr., shows the
addition of Lots 57 through 100 (Williamson 1926a). Another 1926 map depicts the addition of Lots 101 through 130 (Lee
1926), and a third 1926 map shows Lots 151 through 173 as platted (Williamson 1926b). A 1928 map shows the Camp

Creek Tract in this completed configuration. A 1948 map depicts the addition of Lots 200 through 236 on Roads 28 and
30 (Langdon 1948).

The USFS placed restrictions on the types of homes and landscaping that a lessee could build, and made restrictions on
how much time could lapse between the issuance of a Special Use Permit for the lot and when construction of a cabin
commenced. Architectural plans and the physical placement of the cabin, outbuildings, and infrastructure on the lot were
approved by the USFS before building began. Certain Forest Service building styles were encouraged, such as rustic
architecture and simple forms, but no “glaring” paint colors. Homes were generally wood frame rather than log due to the
higher cost of log construction. Builders were required to construct in a “workmanlike” manner with substantial roofs,
floors, doors, windows, and brick or masonry chimneys. Outbuildings were required to be placed out of view, if possible.
Garbage pits and fly-proof privies had to be at least 100 feet away from the drinking-water supply. Homeowners were
encouraged to confine the landscaping to native shrubs and groundcovers (Cleator 1932).

The setback of the residence from the roads and the general ensemble of buildings were often in harmony to the
surrounding environment and neighboring cabins. Lots were designed not merely as square units but were made to fit the
streams, slopes, curving roads, and other natural features. When setting up the lots, the forest surveyors used stakes,
rocks, or trees for corner posts. The lots were surveyed using period landscaping principles that took advantage of scenic
vistas. The surveyors marked the best building location upon a lot while keeping safety (not too close to the edge of the
canyon) in mind. Lots were ultimately designed to give seclusion and a taste of the wilderness (Cleator 1932).

Including Camp Creek, at least fourteen summer home tracts were platted within the Mt. Hood vicinity between the 1910s
and 1940s. The other tracts are Cool Creek, Flag Mountain, Eagle Creek Flat, Meadow Creek, Mile Bridge, Old Oregon
Trail, Pebble Ford, Sherwood, Still Creek, Tollgate, Vine Maple, Vine Maple Grove, and Zig Zag. In all, approximately 541
summer homes within these tracts, collectively, contain approximately 270 acres of developed parcels (Donovan and
Willingham 2000). To date, two tracts, including Mile Bridge (158 cabins) and Still Creek (57 cabins) have been
determined NRHP-eligible as Historic Districts.

Overview History

The Cascade Range Forest Reserve, extending from the Columbia River to the California border, was established in
1893. It was divided into several National Forests in 1908, at which time the northern portion was merged with the Bull Run
Reserve and named the Oregon National Forest (Donovan and Willingham 2000). The name was changed to Mt. Hood
National Forest in 1924.
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General description of Properties (continued):

In general, recreation within national forests and parks was insignificant until about 1912, at which time automobile travel
increased and roads were planned to accommodate this new form of transportation. National ferests addressed public
demand for summer camps, cottages, and auto camps through passage of the Term Occupancy Act of 1915, which
allowed for private use and development of public USFS lands through leases for building recreational residences,
stores, hotels, or resorts. When Eagle Creek Campground was built on the Columbia River Highway in 1916, it was one
of the first modern outdoor facilities in the nation (Tweed 1980:6).

Frank A. Waugh was hired in 1917 to prepare a national study of recreation uses on national forests as the first
comprehensive guide on this subject. In his 1918 report, Recreation Uses on the National Forests, he found that
national forests generally supplied auto camps and picnic grounds, but that the private sector built fraternal camps,
sanitoria, and commercial summer resorts in addition to colonies of individually-owned summer cabins (Waugh 1918).
Although the USFS was supportive of the need for professional planning and design, only a slow progression of
change occurred between 1919 and 1932. Recreation engineer and landscape architect Arthur Carhart was hired by

the USFS in 1919, but soon resigned due to what he felt was a lack of support for recreation in the forests (Tweed
1980:12).

The USFS first requested funds for developing recreation in the forests in 1920, but not until 1925 were funds allocated
specifically for campground development and summer home lots. The modest gains made in forest recreation up to 1932
changed when Franklin Delano Roosevelt became president of the United States and the USFS received large amounts
of funding under the New Deal program. The forest recreation plan of 1933 outlined work needed to develop, rehabilitate,
or restore natural resources and to develop and enhance recreation resources through recreation land classifications.
USFS Chief Ferdinand A. Silcox directed the forests to implement emergency work-relief programs and to pay more
attention to the social function of the forests. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was a work-relief group that brought
permanent recreation improvements in the form of campground structures, picnic shelters, and other amenities. Much of
the design work was done by professionally-trained architects and landscape architects. The Depression-era works by
the CCC and the Works Progress Administration (W PA) within the forests came to a close in the early 1940s (Throop
2008). Principles and elements of Rustic design often employed by the CCC and the WPA were applied to summer home
development.

Mt. Hood Loop Recreation Plans

Frank A. Waugh had influence on formulating the first Mount Hood Loop Recreation Plan when he was hired by the MHNF
and wrote Recreation Uses in the Mt. Hood Area in 1920. Waugh wrote the article for the recreation office of the North
Pacific District USFS, Portland, which was under the direction of Fred W. Cleator (Waugh 1920). From this work, Mount
Hood Loop recreation plan maps were created each year starting in 1923. The plan maps accommodated summer home
lots and identified the development of campgrounds, clubhouses, health camps, access roads, and trails. The plans also
identified the need to maintain a natural wooded setting and to preserve the scenic value of the area (Donovan and
Willingham 2000).

Two prominent landscape architects and planners who worked with Waugh were Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., and John C.
Merriam. After studying the potential effects of the development of roads, trails, cable tramways, water storage facilities,
and other plans that may or may not be compatible with forest values, they issued a report in 1929 titled Study of Mount
Hood Forest (United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service [USDA FS] 1929) and another in 1930 on Public
Values of the Mount Hood Area (United States Congressional Record 1930). The authors recognized the social importance
of public management of forest land within the MHNF and stated their views on the principles which should govern the
Forest’s future use and development. The documents guided future administration issues concerning recreation in the Mt.
Hood area.
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General description of Properties (continued):

Mt. Hood Loop Highway

The recreation plans were designed to entice Portlanders to visit the Mount Hood region and enjoy its recreational
opportunities while fully experiencing the rugged beauty of the journey along the scenic Mt. Hood Loop Highway, built
between 1920 and 1924. Road development began in 1917 when the USFS North Pacific District office requested input for
a report on federal highway aid for a forest road between Zigzag and Government Camp. It would be the first highway aid
project in Oregon after passage of the Federal Highway Aid Act in 1916. The Forest Supervisor submitted an
administrative report in 1918 for a proposed road that would incorporate and improve the existing Barlow Toll Road, an
emigrant route on the Oregon Trail that would become part of an eventual highway system from Portland to Hood River
(Oregon State Highway Commission 1914, 1918; Sherrard 1918).

Frank A. Waugh probably had influence on the curvilinear placement and scenic aspects of the highway design (Steiner
1989:101). When funds were acquired, grading the forest route began in 1920, with work primarily done by hand and with
horse teams pulling scrapers. The entire 106-mile Mt. Hood Loop Highway was essentially completed in 1924, the year
the name of the Oregon National Forest was changed to Mount Hood National Forest (Oregon State Highway
Commission 1920, 1922, 1924). A land classification order issued in 1926 designated the Mount Hood Recreation Area
as land surrounding Mt. Hood that was adjacent to the Loop Highway (Jardine 1926).

The 1930 Mt. Hood Recreation Plan stipulated that the USFS was to preserve a scenic setting for the traveler on the Mt.
Hood Loop Highway. This meant cabins, hotels, summer homes, or camp areas could not be closer than 125 feet to the
highway, and no brush or timber could be cut that screened the highway. Only long, curvy roads and trails were allowed

as approaches into the forest camps and summer homes from the highway. This was another effort to preserve scenery
and views along the highway.

Camp Creek Campground, which bisects the Camp Creek Summer Home Tract, was initially identified as a public
campground during recreation planning for the Mt. Hood Loop Highway. As early as 1922, there was a small clearing used
by the public as an informal camp area. Initial develop occurred in the late 1920s, as part of the Mt. Hood Loop Recreation
Area. More extensive development occurred in 1936 as a work project of the Civilian Conservation Corps (Throop 1984).
Access to the eastern portion of the Camp Creek Summer Home Tract was initially through the campground. In 1968, a
new access road was constructed to bypass the campground.
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A cultural resource inventory has identified the cultural resources described in the accompanying
materials. These resources have been evaluated according to the criteria in 36CFR 60.4 as
documented in the Oregon Inventory of Historic Places Section 106 Documentation Form for the

identified resources.
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