              Wilderness

                      Volunteers 2006 

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



Mia Pringle and Terry Otto

Zigzag Ranger District 

Mt. Hood National Forest

2005







Introduction

On August 21st - August 25th of 2006, twelve Wilderness Volunteers worked in conjunction with the Zigzag Ranger District of the Mt. Hood National Forest (USFS) to maintain stream restoration projects and wetland restoration projects throughout the Mt Hood National Forest.  Based in Flagstaff, Arizona the Wilderness Volunteers are a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization created in 1997 with the mission to ‘promote volunteer service to America’s wild lands.’  They take an active part of stewardship of public lands through volunteerism and restoration.  This year the group came from all over the U.S., including:  Oregon, California, Connecticut, Illinois, and Montana. They contributed 36 hours over 4 days for a total of 432 volunteer hours for the preservation of the Mt Hood Forest! 

The USFS has partnered with the Wilderness Volunteers organization for the past five years with many outstanding accomplishments.  The hard work of the volunteers coupled with the knowledge and expertise of the fisheries crew creates a mutually beneficial relationship of service and learning.

Accomplishments  

The Resort at the Mountain 
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In collaboration with The USDA Forest Service, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Wolftree Inc., Ch2M Hill, Wilderness Volunteers, and Mazamas the Resort at the Mountain has worked on re-establishment of Salmonid habitat on the golf coarse and the Wee Burn Creek, a tributary of the Salmon River by removing fish barriers, creating wetlands, Coho rearing ponds, re establishment of riparian plants and placement of large woody debris. On August 24th the Wilderness Volunteers met with Superintendent Tony Lesher who gave a presentation on the restoration projects. After the presentation volunteers spent the morning removing noxious and invasive plants such as   Policeman’s Helmet (Impatiens gladulifera) and planting conifers along Wee Burn Creek. 

Upper Salmon River Side Channel Project 
The volunteers’ workweek coincided with the maintenance of the Upper Salmon River Side Channel restoration project.  Volunteers waded across the Salmon River to access a side channel that had 200 feet of sediment recently excavated to allow stream flow, providing habitat for juvenile Salmonids the sediment plug in the head of the side channel and re-water it as well as the placement of project boulders and large woody material.  They were also able to be a part of the restoration project by planting approximately 250 willow cuttings. Additionally, the group pulled and scattered cut brush, branches and other organic material onto bare soil surfaces to help reduce local erosion

Clear Creek Campground
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The Clear Creek Restoration Project that happened in 2004 removed an old day use area developed in the 1960’s. This project has restored the natural conditions of the wetland as part of a juvenile Salmonid enhancement and watershed improvement project.  On August 23rd the volunteers planted about 300 willow cuttings in the lower wetland area and along the banks of the channel. The group also planted 60, young

Douglas-Fir and Western Red Cedars along the outlet of the channel that connects Clear Creek to the wetland.  The willows and conifers will provide shade, fish habitat, bank stabilization and future large woody material for the newly restored wetland habitat. They also cleared sediment from the intake channel to improve water flow.  In 2004 Wilderness Volunteers removed noxious weed, dispersed mulch for erosion control and planted conifers and shrubs in the newly created wetland. Their constant motivation contributes to the continual enhancement of the wetland. 

Bull Run 1027 Road Decommissioning

In 2004 Road 1027 located in the Bull Run Management Unit was decommissioned by the USFS. The project decommissioned 15 miles of road removing culverts from major tributaries of Bull Run River and breaking up asphalt to allow vegetation to grow. The removal of the culverts will improve water quality, restore natural subsurface water flows and fish habitat. The wilderness volunteers hiked a total of three miles to plant 200 alder cuttings along Blazed Alder Creek The volunteers also constructed two upstream U shape features. These features will establish grade control, reduce bank erosion and improve stream habitat for native fish.

Education

The volunteers’ week of service involved many opportunities for fisheries personnel to set a contextual basis for the work they accomplished, including the background, purpose, and future plans of specific projects, and current conservation issues in the Upper Sandy River Basin.  The group visited project sites that included the Resort at the Mountain, the Clear Creek Wetland, and the Upper Salmon River Side Channel restoration projects.  All of the tours highlighted the partnerships between the USFS, other federal, state and county agencies and community groups and the Sandy River Basin Watershed Council.  Discussion topics included recreational issues on public land, salmon ecology, wetland ecology, and invasive species.

Budget

Two Forest Service fisheries department staff coordinated and led the volunteers for three partial workdays.  Funding for department staff was through each of the funded projects the Volunteers worked on, thus no direct funding for this partnership was used.  However, when calculating the value of the USFS time it equates to approximately 8 hours GS-09, 20 hours of GS-05 and 15 hours of a GS-04 level work, if you consider each volunteer to be equivalent to a GS-04 that would be 12 people each with 36 hours of work time.

20 hours   GS-05




$  274

15 hours   GS-04




$  190

12 volunteers @ 36 hours   GS-04


$5443
8 hours   GS-09                                                           $  208



TOTAL:  





$6115

The volunteers contributed $5443 worth of labor to Forest Service fisheries work.  

Future Plans

The USDA Forest Service at the Zigzag Ranger district plans to continue this important and rewarding partnership with the Wilderness Volunteers as they strive to continue vital stewardship hours to aquatic restoration and conservation education within the Sandy River basin.  Every year valuable education is shared, rewarding labor for the maintenance of restoration projects is completed, and great new friends are made.

Volunteer Susan Prindle from Portland, Oregon planting conifers.





Photo 2:  Volunteers planting willow cuttings and conifers at the Clear Creek Campground.





Photo 3: U Shape features built at the Blazed Alder Creek.





Photo 4: David Saiget talking about road decommissioning in the Bull Run Watershed.





Wilderness Volunteer Anita Sands crossing the Salmon River with a bucket of Willow cuttings.  Traveling from Illinois, Anita proves her commitiement to restoration of salmon habitat and public land.





U shape structure 
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