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The Clear Creek Campground Restoration Project is a watershed restoration and salmonid habitat improvement project located on the Zigzag Ranger District of the Mt. Hood National Forest.  The project site is an old day-use area that was developed in the 1960’s, at the confluence of Clear Creek and the Sandy River.  Past uses at the site include hiking, fishing and other dispersed recreation.  Prior to construction of the day-use site, the area consisted of a four to six acre wetland that was most likely connected to the Sandy River.  Construction of Lolo Pass road filled some of the wetland while the remaining portion was filled and then paved for the day use-area.  There was a very small portion of the original wetland present, though only one tenth of an acre in size.  The goal of the project is to restore critical wetland habitat at the site and provide off-channel rearing for Federally listed coho and Chinook salmon and winter steelhead and other wetland dependent wildlife.





This project is in partnership with the Sandy River Basin Watershed Council, funded and implemented in 2004 with grant money from the Payments to Counties Program.   Volunteers from the Watershed Council, Wilderness Volunteers, and National Forest Foundation have planted in excess of 2000 trees and shrubs at the site since construction was completed in 2004. 





View during typical winter flows.   April 2005.   





Photo on left: Walking Backhoe, referred to as a Spyder, placing boulders in Clear Creek.  These boulders recruit flow into the wetland area.  Sandy River Basin Watershed Council member looks on.   





View during construction.  FS excavator completing final placement of wood and boulders.  August 2004.  





Clear Creek Campground Restoration Project Design Monitoring:				
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Pre-project view of the pavement pad that had existed on the wetland for greater than 40 years.  March 2004.
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Restoring Wetland Habitat to the Upper Sandy River
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Project Planning and Implementation At A Glance:





Environmental Analysis�
2000�
�
Pre-project design began�
2003�
�
Pre-project design complete�
2004�
�
Wetland fill removal and rough-in of entrance and exit channels.�
July, 2004�
�
Final grading of entrance and exit channels and wetland.�
August, 2004�
�
Erosion control and noxious weed removal.�
August, 2004�
�
Willow planting�
2004, 2005, 2006�
�
Conifer planting�
2004, 2005, 2006�
�
Monitoring of site.�
2004 - 2008�
�
Site and structure maint.�
2005-2008�
�















�





Design of Upstream-U boulder structure.
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