	[image: image1.jpg]



	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Pacific

Northwest

Region
	333 SW First Avenue (97204)

PO Box 3623

Portland, OR  97208-3623

503-808-2468



	File Code:
	1910/2080/5100/2520-3
	Date:
	July 26, 2006

	Route To:
	 

	
	

	Subject:
	Integrating Invasive Species Considerations into Fuels and Fire Management Activities and Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) in R6  

	
	

	To:
	Forest Supervisors, CRGNSA Manager, Director, Resource Planning and Monitoring, Director, Natural Resources, Director, Fire and Aviation Management  

	
	


On October 11, 2005, I signed a Record of Decision (ROD) for programmatic Invasive Plant Program - Preventing and Managing Invasive Plants within the Pacific Northwest Region.  The ROD amends Forest Land and Resource Management Plans with standards for preventing the introduction, establishment, and spread of invasive plants and standards for invasive plant treatment and site restoration.  This new direction for invasive plant management is incorporated into Forest Plans effective on March 1, 2006.

Hazardous fuels reduction, wildfire suppression, and burned area emergency response (BAER) are three activities where the ROD standards apply.  Specifically fire and fuels management plans, wildland fire situation analyses, wildland fire incident management plans and BAER implementation plans are required to address invasive weed prevention standards.  In addition, the National Strategy and Implementation Plan for Invasive Species Management (USFS, 2004) calls for comprehensive management of impacts and threats from invasive species as a whole.  

To assist in compliance with the programmatic ROD and Forest Plans, Forests are expected to include the enclosed R6 Invasive Species Watch-Out Checklist for Fuels Management Activities, Wildfire Suppression and BAER as standard forest procedure and include in the Delegation Letter to Incident Management Teams brought on Forest.  This checklist highlights the key areas where invasive species should be integrated into fire related activities.

Thank you for your support in preventing the spread of invasive species on National Forests.  Questions may be addressed to Nancy Phelps at 503.808.2914 (nphelps@fs.fed.us), Steve Howes at 503.808.2937 (showes@fs.fed.us) or Dave Bridgwater at 503.808.2666 (dbridgwater@fs.fed.us). 
	
	

	/s/ Charlie Krebs (for)

	LINDA GOODMAN

	Regional Forester


Enclosure

cc:  Nancy Phelps, David Bridgwater, Steve Howes, Ken Snell 
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