	R6 Invasive Species Watch-Out Checklist for Fuels Management Activities, Wildfire Suppression and BAER


1.  Has the lead agency provided the Incident Management Team (IMT) with maps and management information on noxious weed populations and aquatic nuisance species (ANS; e.g. whirling disease, New Zealand mud snail, Eurasian watermilfoil, sudden oak death, Port Orford cedar root rot) locations?  Have vehicle wash sites been identified and mapped?  Are management emphasis areas for the IMT designated, including staging areas, dip sites or the potential burn area?  (This should be done immediately upon arrival)

2.  Are fire camps, spike camps, helipads and vehicle staging areas located on areas free of noxious weeds?

3.  Are vehicle undercarriages examined at appropriate times (arrival to, and/or departure from, a weed infested site) by a knowledgeable inspector for weed contamination?  Are identified vehicles pressure washed thoroughly?  Unwashed equipment and vehicle undercarriages are potentially transporting noxious weed seeds and/or disease spores.

4.  Where weeds are identified, the Natural Resource Advisor should be consulted to ensure weed and ANS prevention practices are followed e.g. hand pulling, mowing helipads, and flagging off weed infestations.  Were proper weed disposal techniques used?

5.  Are vehicle wash stations self-contained (weed seeds and spores stay on-site) and/or located on hardened sites that will not readily become infested later?

6.  Is the vehicle wash station(s) schedule coordinated with the daily equipment deployment schedules, reducing chance of equipment bottlenecks?  

7.  Are daily briefings of fire line personnel and equipment operators being conducted to ensure staff are knowledgeable of the priority weeds and their locations?  Do staff members clearly understand their role in preventing infestations of invasive species?

8.  Are ANS prevention protocols being supported (e.g. washing and drying water buckets with chlorine solution, cleaning equipment before contaminating other water sources and water bodies that contain ANS species)?  Are the necessary precautions being taken to avoid mixing contaminated water or depositing with other water source(s)?

9.  Certified weed free materials should be used for revegetation activities (i.e. hay, straw, mulch, soil, and seed).  Are proper testing procedures for seed purchases being followed?
