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Dear Sir,

The Willamette National Forest is currently developing guidelines for noxious weed control in conjunction with a new Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for management of noxious weeds in the Pacific Northwest Region. Under the preferred alternative of the EIS, Forests will have to ensure that all rock used for road construction and road repair be weed-free. These new standards are expected to go into effect some time in calendar year 2004.

Because the majority of rock for road construction comes from commercial sources, we want to work collaboratively to come up with alternatives for meeting this new direction. The new standards will apply to Forest Service quarries and stockpiles as well.

Your business has been identified as one from which the Forest has purchased rock in the past. We would like your input on new guidelines for providing weed-free gravel. Concern is primarily focused on stockpiles that may grow weeds and drop seed into gravel used for road construction.

Forest Service engineers have already met with some quarry owners to identify several alternatives for discussion: 

These include: 

1. On large projects where rock will not be stockpiled, use newly crushed rock or freshly quarried bedrock (this would apply where the mined rock is obtained in a weed-free case such as below the water table).

2. If rock is stockpiled, use the newest pile, which has the least chance of having seed. Remove 12 inches from the top and sides of pile and supply material from the remainder of the stockpile.

3. Implement a weed management program at the quarry, focusing on stockpiles and their surroundings.

We want the preferred alternatives to be easily implemented. We would particularly like to know your thoughts about the feasibility of these alternatives and welcome any additional ideas that you may have.  We recognize that implementing these guidelines will involve some cost increase to suppliers and our engineers will work with you to reflect these costs in future engineering cost estimates.

Please send comments to:  Jennifer Lippert, Forest Botanist, Willamette National Forest, 211 E. 7th St., Eugene, OR  97401 by October 17, 2003. 

Sincerely,
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