Effects of invasive plants on wildlife

1)  Habitat change

· Alteration of forage quality

a. May decrease favored or nutritionally preferred food

b. Lack of use of favored forage may affect plants previously evolutionarily favored, and affect mutualistic relationship

· Disrupt herbivore/plant ecological relationships

· Disrupt insect (beetle, ant, 

· Disrupt pollinator/plant relationships, with cascading effects to other pollinator/plants.

· Disrupt michorhizal fungi through plant changes; in turn, this may affect long-term habitat components pertaining to structure and function of vegetation.

· Altered fire behavior; which can affect fire intensity, duration, and frequency

· Altered soil stability through loss of plant cover, debris, and detritus.  

· Changes in local ecology of keystone plant species which has cascading effects on wildlife composition and habitat use (e.g. beach grass)

· Changes in soil ph

· Changes in soil dissolved nitrogen

· Habitat fragmentation and increased edge effect

2)  Physical harm

· Embedded seeds in body parts (foxtails)

· Scratches leading to infection

· Alteration of habitat structure leading to premature predation (which alters population demography, and social breeding system)

· Change to effective population through nutritional or direct physical mortality

· Ingestion of poisoness  plants or plant parts

· Altered food chain

· Source sink population demography, with more sinks than sources

· Lack of proper forage at critical life periods

· Cascading effect of direct or indirect mortality on other prey or detritivore species

3)  Other

· Impact to ecosystems already undergoing climatic change

· Changes in water availability

· Loss of biological diversity, ecological integrity, and ecosystem structure/function

· Competative exclusion

· Reduced population viability with local extinctions and extirpations

