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Introduction
Several analytical requirements apply to invasive plants targeted for treatment within a designated wilderness.  Most importantly, project documentation must demonstrate whether or not treatment of invasive plants is necessary to preserve or protect wilderness character.  In addition, if a decision is made to treat invasive plants in wilderness, managers must select the minimum tool needed to implement treatment with the least adverse effects to the wilderness resource. 
Authority

The Regional Forester is responsible for vegetation manipulation in wilderness. In the ROD for the R6 2005 Invasive Plant FEIS, the Regional Forester approved pesticide use according to certain standards in all National Forest land allocations, including designated wilderness (FSM 2323.04c), wilderness study areas, and designated or candidate research areas.  NEPA decisions for wilderness herbicide use that are tiered to the R6 2005 Invasive Plant FEIS may be signed by Forest Supervisors.  

In addition, Forest Supervisors who meet the Regional Forester’s training requirement for delegation of authority for use of motorized equipment or mechanical transport in wilderness have authority to make decisions on all minimum tool requirements, including those involving use of motorized equipment or mechanical transport.  
Where the Forest Supervisor does not meet the training requirement, authority for project use of motorized equipment or mechanical transport in wilderness remains with the Regional Forester, making the Regional Forester the responsible official for project decisions. 

Regional Foresters or their designated representatives must approve all proposed pesticide uses on National Forest System lands (FSM 2151).  The R6 Regional Forester cannot delegate responsibility to sign Pesticide Use Proposals (FSH 2109.14) for pesticide use in wilderness. 
Site-specific Considerations

· Quantity and quality of information on reference conditions in wilderness 
· Quantity and quality of information on the consequences of both no treatment and treatment 

· Monitoring—for both pre and post treatment by any method

· Vectors—what is being done to prevent the spread of invasive weeds into wilderness

· Rehabilitation—what type of work needs to be done after treatment to mitigate treatment effects

· Restoration—what is being done to restore natural plant communities

· Under what conditions or treatment prescriptions is use of motorized equipment or mechanized transport appropriate
· Motorized equipment includes motorized backpack pumps, chain saws, mowers, etc.  Hand pumps are not considered motorized equipment. 
· Mechanized transport includes trucks, ATVs, helicopters, etc.
Documentation 

NEPA 

· Mention wilderness is proposed for treatment in scoping documents. 

· Be specific on the need to preserve wilderness character in Purpose and Need.

· Explicitly address proposed wilderness treatments in Alternatives.  Consider adopting a design feature (criteria) that states that minimum requirement documentation will accompany treatment prescriptions.  

· Identify vectors and potential for spread to wilderness in Affected Environment.   
· Address effects of both treating and of not treating (no action) on wilderness character and address effects of treatment alternatives on wilderness character. 

· If possible, determine minimum effective tool where motorized equipment/mechanized transport is proposed.  The Minimum Requirement Decision Guide (MRDG) is recommended for this purpose.
  The MRDG can be integrated into the NEPA document itself or can be part of the project analysis file.  

· For new sites, the NEPA document should describe the conditions or areas where motorized equipment and/or mechanical transport may be used.  The MRDG could be integrated in the NEPA documentation and would applied to future activities within the scope of the NEPA decision.  Alternatively, the MRDG may be completed as part of project implementation as long as the effects of possible treatment methods are adequately analyzed in the NEPA document. 
Implementation
The R6 Regional Forester must sign Pesticide Use Proposal (FSH 2109.14) for herbicides planned within wilderness.  This would occur once a NEPA decision is signed and the pesticide use proposal form is completed. 

� Arthur Carhart Wilderness National Wilderness Training Center, “Non-Native Invasive Plants-Herbicides, Helicopters” � HYPERLINK "http://www.wilderness.net/index.cfm?fuse=MRDG" ��http://www.wilderness.net/index.cfm?fuse=MRDG� and also “The Wilderness Character Monitoring Framework” for wilderness character definitions http://www.wilderness.net/index.cfm?fuse=WC


� Arthur Carhart Wilderness National Wilderness Training Center, http://www.wilderness.net/index.cfm?fuse=MRDG





