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APPENDIX A Public Involvement 
 
Public involvement is an integral and important part of conducting environmental analyses 
and subsequent documentation in this environmental impact statement.  This Appendix serves 
to document the public involvement effort to date, and show how information acquired 
through outreach has been utilized in the preparation of this Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). 
 
Invitation to Participate 
 
Public involvement for this project was officially initiated with publication of a Notice of 
Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (Figure A-1) in the August 28, 2002, 
edition of the Federal Register. 
 
In late August 2002, the Invasive Plant EIS website (www.fs.fed.us/r6/invasiveplant-eis) was 
brought on-line.  This website is a repository of information about invasive plants, their 
presence in the Pacific Northwest, integrated weed management and the EIS project schedule. 
 
In mid-September we issued a news release (Figure A-2) to approximately 100 television, 
radio stations, and newspapers throughout Oregon and Washington State.  Several telephone 
interviews were conducted, resulting in several radio and newspaper articles. 
 
The Pacific Northwest Region as a whole did not have a mailing list of people and 
organizations interested in the invasive plant management program when the Invasive Plant 
EIS team was assembled in early 2002.  We created our list by merging small lists from 
Forests and other administrative offices in the Region.  The resultant list identified about 
3,000 potentially interested people, organizations, businesses, tribes, and local, state and 
federal government agencies.  
 
A letter to inform and identify interested public (Figure A-3) was sent out in late September 
2002.  In that letter we identified the problem, briefly explained our project and asked people 
for their thoughts on invasive plant management issues.  In that same letter we invited people 
to attend public forums scheduled for Wenatchee, WA, Baker City, OR, and Roseburg, OR.  
A separate letter was sent to tribal leaders in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
A second mailing was sent out in May 2003.  This mailing (Figure A-4) was sent to the entire 
mailing list to confirm interest in the project and determine the extent of our printing needs. 
 
Public Meetings and Outreach Activities 
 
Other meetings took place in addition to the three public forums scheduled. The Team Leader, 
and a mix of team members participated in about 40 meetings with special interest groups, 
organizations, and representatives of local, state and federal agencies.  A list of the meetings 
and dates are enclosed (Figure A-5).  Many Pacific Northwest Region National Forests 
referred to this project in their quarterly newsletters. 
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Public Comment 
 
The comment period for the public scoping letter was open for sixty days from September 18 
through November 19, 2002.  We continued to accept and process issues in letters received 
between November 20 and the completion of public comment analysis on December 12.  
During this time we processed 263 letters of comments.  While most respondents replied by 
mail, about 50 people responded by email.  Sixteen letters were received between December 
13 and February 27, 2003.  These letters were reviewed and copies were circulated among 
team members.  Issues identified by the authors of these sixteen letters were not included in 
the formal analysis, though their issues were likely covered by other respondents, as there was 
a lot of overlap among comments. 
 
Comments collected at the public forums in November were included in the comment analysis 
process. 
 
Comment Analysis 
 
The team decided to use an abbreviated method of content analysis to evaluate the comments.  
Comments provided by respondents were categorized into 11 topic categories, derived from 
the letters themselves (Table A-1). 
 
Issue Identification 
 
On December 16, 2002, the EIS Team met to discuss, evaluate, consolidate, and clarify 
issues.  During this meeting the team considered the issues brought up by the public, 
organizations, other agencies and those of team members.  Following two days of long 
discussion, and a few weeks of reflection and re-evaluation, the team completed the process 
of issue identification.  The following list represents the final evaluation of relevant issues. 
 

• Native Plant Communities 
• Effectiveness of Treatment 
• Invasive Plants and Land Management 
• Human Health 
• Wildlife 
• Threatened and Endangered Species 
• Aquatic Ecosystems 
• Soils 
• Tribes and treaty Rights 
• Social Concerns 
• Economics 
• Congressional Designations 
• Recreation 

 
Additional information on the relevant issues and those issues considered to be irrelevant is 
located in Chapter 2. 
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Figure A-1 Notice of Intent 
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Figure A-2 News Release 

News Release 
USDA Forest Service 
Pacific Northwest Region 
 
 

Contacts: Rex Holloway, 503-808-2241
Gene Skrine, 503-326-4310

 
USDA Forest Service takes on invasive weed challenge 

PORTLAND, September 17, 2002 - The Pacific Northwest has a serious invasive plant 

problem.  The USDA Forest Service is looking at integrated ways to prevent future infestations, 

manage existing problems, and restore affected sites, says acting Regional Forester Linda 

Goodman.  

Goodman notes approximately 400,000 acres of national forests and national grasslands 

in the Pacific Northwest are affected by infestations of invasive, non-native plants. 

Most invasive plant species are introduced to North America from Europe or Asia. They 

may come accidentally, or they may have been brought in on purpose.  Examples of accidental 

introduction include the transport of seeds or plants in the ballast of ships, in the fleece and hair 

of livestock, in clothing, and as contaminants in seed lots.  Intentional introductions are made for 

reasons including medicine, dyes, forage, erosion control and ornamental plants, to name a few.  

“For the purpose of this project, invasive plants (aka noxious weeds or exotics) are those 

plants that harm natural resources or the people who enjoy them,” Goodman adds. “To date 

approximately 95 invasive plant species have been reported on national forest lands in Oregon 

and Washington.”  

To address it, the Forest Service in the Pacific Northwest has chartered a team to prepare 

an environmental impact statement that looks at integrated ways to deal with the invasive plant 

species problem.  

“This environmental impact statement project will give us a clearer and more 

comprehensive set of standards and guidelines for our Forest Plans, and allow us to be more 

effective in preventing and more timely in controlling invasive species,” says team leader Gene 
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Skrine.  “Prevention, early detection, early treatment and restoration are our best and most cost-

effective tools for combating invasive plants.”  

Team members will consider a variety of prevention and treatment strategies.  Among the 

possibilities are biological controls (insects that feed on undesirable plants), herbicides, cultural 

measures such as hand pulling plants, and prevention practices (for example, cleaning equipment 

or assuring that only weed-free hay goes into uninfested areas). 

When done, the resulting environmental impact statement will be the basis for changes to 

the Forest Plans for national forests in the Pacific Northwest.  Public forums will be part of that 

process, says Skrine. The Forest Service will host three invasive plant forums in Oregon and 

Washington communities this fall. 

“Our team expects to be done by the end of 2003,” says Skrine. “Time is of the essence,” 

he notes. “These infestations have a high potential to expand and further degrade national forests 

and grassland through loss of wildlife habitat, loss of rare or endangered plants, decreased 

biodiversity, degradation of water quality, and loss of recreation opportunities.”  

 

 

 

Sidebar 1  
 
Where to find out more… 
Additional information about the environmental impact statement and the invasive plant problem 
can be found at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/invasiveplant-eis by contacting Gene Skrine at 503-326-
4310, or by writing the team at: 
 
Invasive Plant Project, USDA Forest Service, PO Box 3623, Portland, OR 97208 
 
The dates and locations for invasive plants forums are as follows:  
Location  Host Forest  Date 
Wenatchee, Washington  
Wenatchee Conference Center, 
North Ballroom 

Okanogan/Wenatchee National Forest November 13, 2002 
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

Baker City, Oregon 
Best Western Sunridge Inn 

Wallowa-Whitman National Forest November 16, 2002 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Roseburg, Oregon 
Roseburg Public Library  

Umpqua National Forest November 20, 2002 
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 
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Sidebar 2 

What are invasive plants… and what’s the big deal?  

• Invasive species are distinguished from other unwanted plants by their ability to spread 

(invade) into native ecosystems.  

• In the western United States, invasive species have been spreading at a rate of about 

4,600 acres per day on federal lands. 

• Oregon State Department of Agriculture estimates indicate that existing and potential 

invasive plants are costing Oregon citizens a total of about $100 million per year.  

Invasive species are typically non-native, however, not all non-native species are invasive. The 

terms alien and exotic are used interchangeably to describe an unwanted plant that has been 

introduced to an environment. 
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Figure A-3 Inform Public Letter 
 
 

File Code: 1950/2080 
Date: September 18, 2002 

  
Dear Interested Citizen  
 
We have a serious problem with the establishment and spread of invasive plants (AKA noxious 
weeds and exotics) on National Forests and Grasslands in the Pacific Northwest Region.  We 
need your help as we look for ways to more effectively prevent the establishment of invasive 
plants, and to control and restore areas that are currently infested. 
 
In recent years invasive plant populations have skyrocketed all over the country.  The problem 
has been particularly bad throughout the West.  Public lands here in the Pacific Northwest 
Region are no exception.  Approximately 400,000 acres of National Forests and Grasslands are 
currently infested with invasive, non-native plants.  These infestations have the potential to 
expand at the rate of 8-12 percent per year.   
 
Invasive plants threaten to permanently degrade hundreds of thousands of acres of wildlife 
habitat, eliminate rare and endangered plants, impair water quality and watershed health, and 
adversely affect a wide variety of other resource values.  Invasive plants spread across 
landscapes, unimpeded by ownership boundaries.  These infested areas represent potential seed 
sources for continuation of the invasion on neighboring lands. Infestations can be prevented, 
eliminated, controlled or made worse by the use of specific management practices. 
 
Our management direction addressing invasive plant prevention, early detection, treatment, 
inventory and monitoring, and subsequent site restoration needs to be expanded and clarified.  
There is a critical need for the development of clear, and comprehensive Forest Plan standards 
and guidelines that allow for more effective prevention and timely management.  
 
I have assigned an interdisciplinary team to conduct an environmental analysis to evaluate 
invasive plant prevention practices and management strategies relating to invasive plants in our 
Region.  The team’s analysis will be documented in a Region-wide environmental impact 
statement.  
 
Our question to you is:  How can we improve our management of the Region’s forests and 
grasslands to 1) prevent the establishment of invasive plants; 2) detect and respond rapidly 
to control populations of invasive plants in a cost-effective and environmentally sound 
manner; 3) restore native plant communities and habitat conditions in ecosystems that 
have been invaded.  
 
Your issues and concerns will be important to us as we develop the scope of the project, analyze 
the situation and the data, develop alternatives and select a preferred alternative.  We welcome 



Preventing and Managing Invasive Plants Final Environmental Impact Statement April 2005 

 Appendix A-10

your comments anytime during the project.  However, your comments would be most helpful if 
received within the next 60 days.  A comment form is attached for your use.  A draft document 
will be published in mid summer 2003, followed by a 45-day public comment period. 
 
The interdisciplinary team will be conducting a series of “Invasive Plant Forums” this fall as part 
of our project scoping.  The purpose of the forums is to encourage a dialogue about the 
prevention and control of invasive plants, and the restoration of native plant communities that 
have been invaded.  We encourage your participation at the forums.   
 
Location  Host Forest  Date 
Wenatchee, Washington  
Wenatchee Conference Center, 
North Ballroom 

Wenatchee/Okanogan National Forest November 13, 2002 
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

Baker City, Oregon 
Best Western Sunridge Inn 

Wallowa-Whitman National Forest November 16, 2002 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Roseburg, Oregon 
Douglas County Public Library  

Umpqua National Forest November 20, 2002 
6:20 pm – 9:00 pm 

 
We have developed a website for your convenience, which contains information about our 
project, as well as updates on the time and location of our forums and other events.  The website 
address is: http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/invasiveplant-eis. Instructions for providing comments via 
email are available on the website.  
 
To discuss the project or arrange for meetings please contact Eugene Skrine, Team Leader, at 
503-326-4310 or by mail at the following address. 
 
Invasive Plant Project 
USDA Forest Service 
PO Box 3623 
Portland, OR 97208 
 
We look forward to your participation in this project.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

/s/ Richard Sowa (for) 
LINDA GOODMAN  
Acting Regional Forester 
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Comment Form 
 
What do you consider to be the major issues and/or concerns that should be addressed in 
our analysis?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please share your thoughts with us on how we can improve our management of National 
Forests and Grasslands in regards to preventing invasive plants, improving our control of 
invasive plant populations, and protecting and restoring our native plant communities.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______ 
 
Please mail your comments to:  
Invasive Plant EIS Team 
USDA Forest Service 
PO Box 3623 
Portland, OR 97208-3623 
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Figure A-4 Confirm Printing Needs 
 

USDA Forest Service 
Invasive Plant EIS Team 
EGWW Room 585 
PO Box 3623 
Portland Oregon 97208 
 
 
RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Invasive Plants 
 
 
Greetings: 
 
In July 2003, USDA Forest Service anticipates publishing and distributing a DRAFT 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for prevention and control of invasive plants in 
the Pacific Northwest. 
 
We anticipate the hard copy of the DEIS and Appendices to be quite large and we need 
your help in effectively sharing information contained in DEIS, reducing expenses and 
saving paper.   
 
Please check the box that describes how you would like to receive a copy of the DEIS 

and the preferred format.  
 
Hard copy format:   

 DEIS only 
 DEIS plus Appendices 
 Summary only 

 
Electronic format:  

 CD Rom   
 

 I will review on the Internet or at my local Forest Service office. 
 

 Do not send a copy and remove me from the mailing list. 
 
If you wish to remain on our mailing list and receive the DEIS in the format you 
requested, please fold, secure and return to the mailing address below before June 2, 
2003.  
 
If we do not receive a response, we will consider you are no longer interested in the 
project and will remove your name from our mailing list. 
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Figure A-5 Meetings w/Public, Groups, Other Government Agencies 
 
Date Person or Group  Location 
 
11-27-01 Bette Coste, Oregon Dept of Trans. Portland 
03-11-02 Les McConnell, Tribal Relations Portland 
04-12-02 Terry Witt, Oregonians of Food and Shelter Portland 
04-17-02 Alan Holt, The Nature Conservancy Portland 
04-30-02 George Stankey, PNW  Portland 
05-01-02 R6 Range Conservationists Pendleton 
05-09-02 Forest Stewards Guild  Wilsonville 
05-21-02 Washington State Weed Board Vancouver 
06-03-02 Northwest Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides Eugene 
06-13-02 Douglas Johnson, Oregon State Univ. Corvallis 
07-08-02 Joanna Cline Portland 
07-11-02 Eric Coombs, Oregon Dept. of Agri. Hood River 
07-23-02 Wallowa-Whitman NF La Grande 
08-12-02 Jerry Asher, BLM (retired) Portland 
08-28-02 National Park Service/ US Geological Survey Portland 
09-17-02 Umatilla National Forest  Pendleton 
09-24-02 Deschutes NF./Blue Mtn Biodiversity Bend/Deschutes NF 
09-26-02 Regional Ecosystem Office (REO) Portland 
10-08-02 Stan Loop, Eastern Oregon Public Relations Project Portland 
10-16-02 R6 Forest Supervisors and Deputies Portland 
10-17-02 Skamania County Weed Board Skamania 
10-29-02 Mandy Tu, The Nature Conservancy Portland 
11-07-02 Washington State Weed Conference Yakima 
11-13-02 Invasive Plant Public Forum Wenatchee 
11-16-02 Invasive Plant Public Forum Baker City 
11-20-02 Invasive Plant Public Forum Roseburg 
12-04-02 John Day/Snake River RAC Pendleton 
01-07-03 Oregon Equestrian Trails Sunnyside 
01-22-03 NOAA Fisheries Portland 
  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services 
01-24-03 Will Lackey, ODOT Portland 
01-29-03 R6 Weed Coordinators Workshop Wilsonville 
02-20-03  Tim Butler, Oregon Dept. of Agri. Portland 
  Greg Haubrich, Washington Dept of Agri. 
03-07-03 Oregon Equestrian Trails Gresham 
03-17-03 Umatilla/Wallowa-Whitman/Malheur NFs Pendleton 
03-20-03 Washington State Weed Coordinators Association Lake Chelan 
04-05-03 Oregon Equestrian Trails Canby 
04-22-03 Caroline Cox, NCAP Portland 
06-04-03 R6 Forest Supervisors and Deputies Bend 
06-04-03 Deschutes and Ochoco NF  Bend 
  Botanists/Planners/Silviculturists 
06-12-03 Caroline Cox, NCAP Portland 
06-20-03 Oregon Cattlemen’s Association Klamath Falls 
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