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Dear Mr. McMaster: 

In accordance with regulations on interagency cooperation (50 CFR 402) pursuant to Section 7 
of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 (as amended), the USDA Forest Service, Pacific 
Northwest Region (Region 6) requests consultation on the Proposed Action described and 
analyzed in the Pacific Northwest Region Invasive Plant Program; Preventing and Managing 
Invasive Plants Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  The selected alternative (Proposed 
Action) of this EIS will amend the Land and Resource Management Plans (LRMPs) of all 
National Forests in Region 6:  Colville, Deschutes, Ochoco (including Crooked River National 
Grassland), Fremont, Winema, Gifford Pinchot (including Washington portions of the Columbia 
River Gorge National Scenic Area), Malheur, Mount Baker-Snoqualmie, Mount Hood (including 
Oregon portions of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area), Okanogan, Wenatchee, 
Olympic, Rogue, Siskiyou, Siuslaw, Umatilla, Umpqua, Wallowa-Whitman (including Hell’s 
Canyon National Recreation Area), and Willamette National Forests. 

The Proposed Action (the selected alternative) described in the EIS and analyzed in the 
Biological Assessment (BA) amends LRMPs to improve and increase consistency of invasive 
plant prevention and allows the use of an expanded set of invasive plant treatment tools.  The 
Proposed Action also includes restoration requirements and an inventory and monitoring 
framework.  Key features of the Proposed Action include reducing ground disturbance and 
limiting the introduction and spread of invasive plants, increased emphasis on early detection and 
treatment of new infestations, increased emphasis on protecting and restoring healthy native 
plant communities, and the requirement for long-term site goals that will link treatment to 
prevention, restoration and monitoring in an integrated and adaptive process.  The Proposed 
Action will substantially improve the ability of Region 6 to restore habitat that has been 
degraded by invasive plant species, and protect habitat that has not yet been infested.  These 
efforts will potentially contribute to the protection and restoration of designated or proposed 
critical habitat and recovery of ESA-listed species. 

The enclosed Biological Assessment (BA) addresses the LRMP amendments, as well as the 
potential effects from future activities conducted according to the LRMP amendments.  The 
Proposed Action (i.e. the LRMP amendments including standards, goals, and objectives) does 
not authorize any activities or projects to be implemented.  Future projects must conduct site-
specific analysis and consultation, when applicable, before implementation can occur.  However, 
future actions (such as the use of certain herbicides) can be considered for use because of the 



 

LRMP amendments; it is the potential effects of these future actions that the BA analyzes.  
Please note that the effect determinations for specific future project-level actions have not been 
made. 

The BA concludes that potential future actions conducted according to the LRMP amendments 
“may affect, and are likely to adversely affect” the following species and designated critical 
habitat, and we therefore request formal consultation on:  northern bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus), northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina), marbled murrelet 
(Brachyramphus marmoratus), western snowy plover (Charadruis alexandrinus nivosus), showy 
stickseed (Hackelia venusta), MacFarlane’s four o’clock (Mirabilis macfarlanei), Spalding’s 
catchfly (Silene spaldingii), Lost River sucker (Delistes luxatus), shortnose sucker (Chasmistes 
brevirostris), Oregon chub (Oregonichthys crameri), bull trout (Coastal/Puget Sound, Columbia 
River, and Klamath distinct population segments)(Salvelinus confluentus), bull trout (Columbia 
River and Klamath distinct population segments) designated critical habitat, Oregon silverspot 
butterfly (Speyeria zerene hippolyta) and designated critical habitat, and Bliss Rapids snail 
(Taylorconcha serpenticola). 

The BA concludes that potential future actions conducted according to the LRMP amendments 
“may affect, but are not likely to adversely affect” the following species and designated critical 
habitat, and we therefore request concurrence on this conclusion for:  grizzly bear (Ursus arctos 
horribilis), gray wolf (Canis lupus), Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis), woodland caribou (Rangifer 
tarandus caribou), Wenatchee mountains checkermallow (Sidalcea oregana var. calva) and 
critical habitat, MacDonald’s rockcress (Arabis macdonaldiana), Gentner’s fritillary (Fritillaria 
gentneri), Cook’s lomatium (Lomatium cookii), Ute ladies’-tresses (Spiranthes diluvialus), 
Kincaid’s lupine (Lupinus sulphureus kincaidii), and Warner sucker (Catostomus warnerensis). 

The FS analysis concludes that the proposed action will have no effect on the following species 
and critical habitats:  American brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis), Fender’s blue butterfly 
(Icaricia icarioides fenderi), northern spotted owl critical habitat, marbled murrelet critical 
habitat, and Warner sucker critical habitat. 

In addition, the LRMP action area included proposed critical habitat for the following species:  
western snowy plover, Coastal/Puget Sound bull trout, and the Lost River and shortnose suckers.  
We have made a “may affect” determination for the western snowy plover and Coastal/Puget 
Sound bull trout critical habitats, and request conferencing following formal consultation 
procedures for these proposed critical habitats. 

In the case of the Lost River and shortnose suckers, a substantial amount of time has lapsed since 
critical habitat for the Lost River and shortnose suckers was proposed.  It is the belief of the FS 
that any final designation may involve substantial modifications to the original proposal.  It 
appears unlikely that conferencing following formal consultation procedures would provide an 
Opinion that could be directly applied in the event that critical habitat is designated.  After 
discussions with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and as a result of the analysis in the BA, the 
FS has determined that the Proposed Action will not result in destruction or adverse modification 
of proposed critical habitat for the Lost River and shortnose suckers.  Therefore, based on the 
conferencing requirements in 50 CFR 402.10(a), we are not requesting a conference using 
consultation procedures for critical habitat for the Lost River and shortnose suckers. 
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We have submitted a draft BA to the Level 1 Team and incorporated their suggested changes 
into the final BA.  The Level 1 team for this consultation process has agreed to the content of this 
final BA.  

We plan to sign the Record of Decision for the EIS by September 8, 2005, and therefore request 
conclusion of formal consultation/conference before that date.  To meet this schedule, we request 
a final draft of the Biological Opinion for Forest Service review by August 22.  We will respond 
with any comments by August 29. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Shawna Bautista at: (503) 808-2697. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/Mike Ash (for) 

LINDA GOODMAN 
Regional Forester 
 

1 Enclosure 
 1- Biological Assessment 
 
cc:   
Robin Bown, Oregon Fish and Wildlife Office, 2600 SE 98th Avenue, Portland, OR  97266 
Sarah Madsen, FS 
Scott Woltering, FS 

 3



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


