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The purpose of this memorandum is to transmit to agency field offices the attached document titled “A Framework for Incorporating the Aquatic and Riparian Component of the Interior Columbia Basin Strategy into BLM and Forest Service Plan Revisions (Framework).”  The attached Framework provides a consistent foundation for implementation of the Aquatic and Riparian Habitat component of the January 2003 Interior Columbia Basin Strategy (Strategy) in BLM and Forest Service plan revision efforts.  The Framework does not change the Strategy but clarifies, interprets, and in some instances enhances the principles and guidance found in the Strategy.  It facilitates consistency among plans in terms of the structure of riparian and aquatic components, while providing for a high level of discretion to agency decision makers in the substance of individual plan revisions.  Responsibility for adopting management direction in resource management plans rests with the agency official responsible for approving the plan.  
Specific guidance for aquatic and riparian conservation provided in this Framework should be integrated with other management direction in resource management plans.  Conservation of fish, wildlife, plants, and habitats at risk should be considered together with the full array of broad-scale ecosystem components addressed by the Strategy (i.e., landscape dynamics, terrestrial source habitats, aquatic species and riparian and hydrologic processes, and social-economics and tribal governments).
All employees from our agencies involved in resource management plans should use this Framework to guide their efforts at revising resource management plans consistent with the Interior Columbia Basin Strategy.
	
Theresa E. Rabot
THERESA RABOT
Assistant Regional Director-
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RONALD A. KREIZENBECK
Deputy Regional Administrator
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KATHLEEN A. MCALLISTER
Deputy Regional Forester
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Northern Region
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MICHAEL S. MOTTICE
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ROBERT C. SZARO
Deputy Station Director
USDA Forest Service
Pacific Northwest Research Station
	

	

Enclosure

cc: Interior Columbia Basin Interagency
     Executive Team
	



 	Caring for the Land and Serving People	Printed on Recycled Paper    



image1.png




image2.png
Y
%W




