	[image: image1.png]



	United States Department of Agriculture
	Forest Service
	Region 1
	200 East Broadway

P. O. Box 7669

Missoula, MT  59807

	File Code
	2670(FS)/6840 (BLM)
	Date:
	February 6, 1998


Route To:

Subject: 
Bull Trout Conference/Consultation Process

        To: 
USDA Forest Service Supervisors, Regions 1, 4, and 6: Klamath and Columbia

River Basins

USDI Bureau of Land Management, District Managers, WA/OR, ID, and MT,

Klamath and Columbia River Basin

USDI Fish and Wildlife Service Project Leaders, WA, OR, ID, and MT

This letter is to introduce new direction for the Section 7 Coordination/Conference process for bull trout under the Endangered Species Act.  The original letter of direction dated October 20, 1997, was not sent to all units because of needed clarification and is now replaced by the attached letter dated January 27, 1998.  Those administrative units that did receive copies of the earlier letter are asked to please replace it with this new direction.  This is also a good opportunity to let all units where bull trout occur know what is being done to help prepare for the final decision regarding listing of the bull trout.  

An Interagency Team (Team) has been established to work on the Biological Assessment (BA) and associated conference opinion for the Land and Resource Management Plans (LRMP) as modified by the Northwest Forest Plan, PACFISH, and INFISH; guidelines for the completion of watershed level BAs; schedules for watershed BA training; and provide any oversight needed for the consultation/conference process.  This team consists of: 


FS     - Rick Stowell (R-1), Scott Woltering (R-6), and Randy Hickenbottom (R-4)


BLM - Lew Brown (ID/MT), Dorothy Mason (OR/WA)  


FWS - Susan Martin (ID), Ron Rhew (OR), Larry Lockard (MT),  Sandy

 

Noble (WA),and Bob Hallock (WA)

The time lines under which the Team is currently working are:

    1/27

-Distribute letter regarding conference approach and schedules for training

    2/13 
-Draft LRMP BA completed for team review.

    2/6

-Draft watershed BA guidance distributed to forests.

    2/19-3/6
-Training workshops on the conference process

    4/1
 
-Final LRMP BA completed (tentative)

    4/6
 
-Final watershed BA guidance completed.  Will incorporate comments and ideas



  received during the workshops

    5/1
 
-LRMP Conference Report/Biological Opinion

    5/12

-Last date for final watershed BAs to be through Level 1 process

    6/13

-Final Rule regarding bull trout listing published (tentative)

    7/12

-Conference/Consultation completed on watersheds/projects (30 days after final



  rule)

Product time lines are designed to complete the consultation/conference process before the anticipated listing of the species.  By February 6, 1998,  a draft guidance document designed to assist the units in the development of the watershed level BAs will also be distributed to Level 1 and 2 teams.

In order to accomplish the consultation process by the tentative listing date of June 13, 1998,  it will be extremely important that units be trained in the application of the watershed BA guidelines.  A series of training sessions are planned for the month of February.  Dates, locations, and units for these meetings are as follows:

	Meeting Location
	Meeting Date
	BLM/FS Unit Attending

	Bend

Bend Armory

875 SW Simson Ave.


	March 5-6
	Klamath, John Day, Fremont, Winema,  Mt. Hood, Malheur, Willamette,  Umatilla, Ochoco and Winema NF, Col. Gorge NRA, and Central Oregon, Deschutes, Malheur,  Jordon, Klamath Falls, McKenzie, 3 Rivers RAs and Salem District

	Spokane

Ramada Inn Airport


	March 2-3
	Idaho Panhandle , Colville , Clearwater, Nez Perce , Wenatchee, Gifford Pinchot, Okanogan NFs, and Border, Cottonwood , Wenatchee, and Emerald Empire RAs

	Missoula

Ruby's Reserve Street Inn
	February 19-20
	Kootenai, Flathead, Lolo, Bitterroot, Beaverhead/Deerlodge, Helena NFs , and Garnet RA

	Boise

Natural Resources Center

1387 Vinnell Way


	February 23-24
	Payette , Salmon/Challis, Sawtooth , Boise , Wallowa-Whitman , and Humbolt/Toiyabe,  NFs and Upper Snake River, Baker, Lemhi, Jarbridge, Cascade, and Challis RAs


Due to the large size of these meetings,  we are limiting attendance to Level 1 and 2 team members and hydrologists only not to exceed five participants per unit.  The agenda and full meeting information will be sent under separate cover by the meeting coordinators by the end of February 9th.  In the mean time plan from 10am to 5pm the first day and 8am to 3pm the second day.

Since the time to complete the watershed-level BAs is short and the draft guidance and training will not be available until February 1998, it would be advisable for each unit to start compiling the data necessary to complete the Assessments now.  The Team recommends that the units start this work by following the direction contained in the NMFS Matrix for steelhead.  It is anticipated that the final direction for bull trout will be similar enough to NMFS Matrix to avoid major changes in final watershed BAs.  By doing this the units will be prepared to meet the short time frames for completing conference by the tentative listing date.   The NMFS matrix is available through your State Biologist (BLM) or Regional Fisheries Program Leader (FS).

If you have additional questions, please contact your appropriate Team Member:  Rick Stowell (406)329-3287, Scott Woltering (503)808-2669, Randy Hickenbottom  (801)625-5664, Lew Brown (208)769-5040, Dorothy Mason (541)523-1256, Sandy Noble (509)548-7573 , Bob Hallock (509)921-0160, Susan Martin (208)378-5348, Ron Rhew (503)231-6179, or Larry Lockard (406)758-6868.  

/s/ Kathleen A. McAllister

KATHLEEN A. MCALLISTER

Deputy Regional Forester

Enclosures

concur: N.Steward 1/6/98

Iconcur:M.Prather 1/6/98
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Caring for the Land and Serving People
Printed on Recycled Paper    [image: image2.png]
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