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1.	Background

The Pacific Northwest Wildfire Coordinating Group (PNWCG) was formed to expand operational cooperation and coordination between various public agencies having jurisdictional responsibility for wildland fire management. PNWCG approved PNW Fire Environment Advisory Council in 2010 to provide formal interagency oversight, support, and subject matter expertise to the Northwest Geographic Area in matters related to measuring, analyzing and predicting the fire environment.


2.	Name

The name of this advisory council is the Pacific Northwest Fire Environment Advisory Council, hereafter referred to as PNW FENC. 


3.	Authority

PNW FENC is established pursuant to the charter authority granted to the parent group, the Pacific Northwest Wildfire Coordinating Group (PNWCG) through the respective agency fire management leadership for the Federal Departments of Agriculture and the Interior and  the states of Oregon and Washington to assist in accomplishing the PNWCG’s mission and goals.   

PNW FENC Chair has the authority to develop and execute its own  annual program of work in addition to tasks assigned by PNWCG.  The PNW FENC Chair has authority to make contacts, assign work, and commit resources that are available within the membership.  The Chair may request further resources and authority as needed.


4.	Purpose

PNW FENC provides interagency, strategic vision and direction relating to measuring, analyzing and predicting the Pacific Northwest wildland fire environment.



5.	Membership

Membership  comprises representatives from the wildland fire management agencies for the Federal Departments of Agriculture and the Interior and  the states of Oregon and Washington, along with PNW Predictive Services Unit,  Pacific Wildland Fire Sciences Lab, and the National Weather Service.

 Officers include a Chair and Vice-Chair selected from the membership; each serves a two year term. 

  
	6.	Organization

PNW FENC acts under the  approval of PNWCG in accomplishing its program of work.  The PNW FENC Chair may create tasks groups as necessary.  
7.	Cooperation and Coordination
PNW FENC will work through PNWCG to ensure appropriate coordination, collaboration, and information sharing with strategic partners  to accomplish the specific tasks of this Council.

	8.	Responsibility
 In accordance with PNWCG intent, PNW FENC members will act “as a body of resident experts to provide advice and develop recommendations on processes and procedures” relative to the measurement, analysis, and prediction of the wildland fire environment.
9.	Charter Amendments
Changes to, or revocation of, this charter must follow PNWCG operating principles.

10.	Charter Approval
This charter is effective as of the date of approval by the PNWCG Chair and shall remain in effect until revised or revoked.



Approved:


	Chair, Pacific Northwest Wildfire Coordinating Group
	
	Date






