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March 13™, 2002
National Airspace Program Summary

2001 was a challenging year for airspace issues. September 11™ coupled with a strenuous
fire season presented many issues.

Our Airspace Program is an accident prevention program. It's immediate goal is to avoid a mid
air collision through education, training and coordination. Last year saw two Mid Airs involving
fire fighting aircraft. Are these accidents avoidable? The answer is and always will be yes -
See and Avoid coupled with a vigorous campaign to deconflict airspace can achieve a reduction
in our airspace incidents.

SAFECOMS drive the airspace program by providing trend analysis. Previous years
have seen program emphasis on DOD Deconfliction and education, General Aviation education
(airshows, publications, etc). This years emphasis should be on agency aircraft interaction.

Last fire season saw a total of 83,966 fires for 3.5 million acres. Daily TFR
NOTAMS average 25 with a high of 70 during the peak of fire season. SAFECOMS reflect
the following trends. Note that the high activity level influence the large amount of
Safecoms from Region 6 (who also has an extremely high program awareness).

10 Year analysis:
30% DOD 30% Agency 30% GA/COMM 15% Other
Near Mid Airs 32% DOD, 34% Agency, 31% GA/Comm, 3% Other

TREND: 1 out of 5 intrusions became Near Mid Air Collisions
1 out of 3 Near Mid Airs resulted in documented evasive action taken

Generically - 2002 saw the following airspace incidents: 94 Airspace SAFECOMS

Conflicts: 13 Near Mid Airs: 7
Congestion: 5 Other: 11
Intrusions: 54 Procedures: 4

In addition - the following analysis can be made:

DOD involved 10 Airspace SAFECOMS
1 NMAC (No TFR or deconfliction for initial attack by dispatch)
3 Vicinity of Helibase
1 Intrusion - no deconfliction with DOD
1 Intrusion
2 MAFFS (Flight of 2) Intrusion
2 nmilitary jets - TCAS (no further info - TFR??)
4 F-16s inside TFR
1 military aircraft seen outside MOA

26 NEAR MID AIR COLLISIONS (NMACs) - Breakdown of types/situations



1 with DOD (No TFR)
A-6s under Lead Plane - no TFR/ TCAS alarm 500'
At least 12 with agency aircraft
NMAC w/Agency Aircraft
NMAC ATGS/SEAT/Tanker
NMAC Two Air Tankers - 150’
NMAC s/Two Helis - commo issue
NMAC - C-172 and Tanker - twice - wrong frequency
4 NMACS with state agency aircraft -
NMAC S-2 and Recon - 1/8 mile - TCAS
NMAC Agency a/c and new Air Attack/Heli
NMAC Small Cessna - Civil Air Patrol
NMAC Law Enforcement
Airport NMACS - 7
NMAC - Airport approach - 200' - Tower Issue
NMAC -Airport - aborted takeoff - Heli vs SMJ
NMAC -Airport descent - 200' - two FWAC
NMAC - Airport descent - unknown a/c - evasive action
NMAC - Airport - Evasive Action
NMAC - Airport approach - 500'

Evasive Action Taken (documented) - 4
NMAC - Airport Descent - evasive action taken
“TCAD" - S-2 and Recon - 1/8 mile - evasive action taken
NMAC- Media - Evasive Action Taken
Airport NMAC - Descent - Evasive Action Taken

TCAS Alarms documented - 4
NMAC - LP/SMJ - TCAS - 200'
TCAS - DOD aircraft - < 1 mile
“TCAD"” - S-2 and Recon - 1/8 mile - evasive action taken
1 NMAC - DOD (No TFR) - TCAS - <500

Near or Mid Airs with Animals - 2
NMAC with whale

Misc - 4 (Media/6A/Unidentified - possibly agency - note commo comments)
NMAC - Helis - 200' - freq
NMAC -Heli Int (Media) - Evasive Action
NMAC - C-172 - no commo
NMAC - Beech Bonanza - No commo/no TFR - 1/4 to 3 mi - 500'
Commo or Freq Mentioned - 10
NMAC - Airport Approach - old frequency - <500'
NMAC - Airport Aborted Takeoff - Heli vs SMJ freq issue -
NMAC - (Airport) Cessna 172/Tanker (Twice) - Wrong Frequency
NMAC - Beech Bonanza - no Commo, No TFR 1/4 to % mile, <500'
NMAC - ATGS/SEAT/Tanker - commo Issue
NMAC - 2 Helis (Commo Issue)
NMAC - Helis - (Freq Issue - same as above)
NMAC - C-182 (No Commo)
NMAC - Agency Aircraft - no Commo
NMAC - Unk Heli and Recon - no commo - 500 yds




Who had NMAC airspace issues last year?

Region 1 - 17 airspace safecoms total (7 NMACS)
NMAC - Airport Approach - old frequency - <500
NMAC - Airport Approach - Tower Issue - <200
NMAC - Airport Aborted Takeoff - Heli vs SMJ freq issue -
NMAC - (Airport) Cessna 172/Tanker (Twice) - Wrong Frequency
NMAC - Airport Descent - evasive action taken
NMAC - LP/SMJ - TCAS - 200'

Region 2 - Zero airspace safecoms total

Region 3 - 5 airspace safecoms total (2 NMACs)
NMAC - Beech Bonanza - no Commo, No TFR 1/4 to 3 mile, <500’
NMAC - ATGS/SEAT/Tanker - commo Issue

Region 4 - 10 airspace safecoms total (3 NMACs)
NMAC - 2 Helis (Commo Issue)
NMAC - Helis - (Freq Issue - same as above)
NMAC - C-182 (No Commo)

Region 5 - 9 airspace safecoms total (2 NMACs)
NMAC - Two Tankers - 150"
TCAS - DOD aircraft - < 1 mile
"TCAD"” - $-2 and Recon - 1/8 mile - evasive action taken

Region 6 - 33 airspace safecoms total (6 NMACs)
4 NMACS - Agency Issues
NMAC with Civil Air Patrol
1 NMAC - DOD (No TFR) - TCAS - <500'

Region 8 - 9 airspace safecoms total (4 NMACs)
NMAC - Agency Aircraft - no Commo
NMAC - Law Enforcement - 1/4 mile
NMAC- Media - Evasive Action Taken
NMAC - Unk Heli and Recon - no commo - 500 yds

Region 9 - 2 airspace safecoms total (1 NMAC)
Airport NMAC - Descent - Evasive Action Taken

Region 10 - 2 airspace safecoms total (1 NMAC - 1 Act of God)
NMAC with whale
NMAC - Airport - 2 FWAC - on Descent - <200'



September 11™ Issues - Covered in yesterdays presentations
Specific Safety Issues:
1) Access to NOTAMS
2) Interception Procedures
3) Basic Airspace Training
4) Establish Procedures and Protocol
5) TFR Mapping Program
6) NAS Redesign

Tools to accomplish Airspace Mission
1) Airspace Guide - Revision to be completed by May AMC
2) Airspace Posters and Videos
3) Airspace Website - Reference Center
4) Field Airspace Coordinators
5) Airspace Training
6) 1255 Transponder Code
7) Supportive Leadership and Training
8) CAHIS/IAMS implementation - both agency and FAA
9) Site Visits
10) Airspace/Range Council Meetings

Outstanding Efforts from 2001
1) TFR Mapping Program Implementation
2) Role of Field Airspace Coordinator (Technical Specialist)/ dispatched with
61S Specialist on National Resource Order - Wa/Or/Nv/FL/Mt/
3) DOD Deconfliction Efforts
A) General Fogelsongs (AFXO) Message to the Field
DOD is monitoring SAFECOMS
B) US Army (Ft Rucker) Safety Office distribution of
TFR Video and Posters to all Army Bases
C) Deconfliction coordination with Sentry Eagle Exercise
D) DOD US NOTAM Website
E) McChord AFB Coordination
F) Reduction of USAF LATN in California

Airspace Plan for the Future:
1) Airspace Guide Finalized
2) Computer Based Training for Basic Airspace
3) Computer Based Training for TFRs/NOTAMS
4) NAS Airspace Redesign
5) Additional Field Airspace Coordinators trained
6) Reprint of Airspace Poster
7) TFR Mapping Program - Potential for technological advancement
Into TFR Planning and implementation program.



