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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: PROCEEDINGS — AIR FORCE WESTERN PACIFIC REGION AIRSPACE/RANGE COUNCIL — 

MANAGEMENT SESSION 

1. General 
 
The Air Force Western Pacific Region Airspace/Range Council — Management Session began at 1 pm on 
January 18, 2006 in Phoenix, Arizona. The Arizona Air National Guard hosted the meeting at the 161st Air 
Refueling Wing, Sky Harbor Airport. Excellent support was provided to the Western Pacific Region 
Airspace/Range Council. 
 
2. Council Proceedings for  January 18, 2006 
 

A. Remarks/Objectives/Introductions - Colonel Ramage (HQ Arizona Air National Guard) opened the 
session and welcomed everyone to Phoenix and the council meeting. He briefly described the purpose of this 
forum. Colonel Mixon, the senior Air Force Representative to the FAA, added a welcome from Colonel 
Harrison who could not attend the meeting.  
 
B. National Overview – Br igadier  General Akey (Commander of the Massachusetts Air National 
Guard and Co-Chairman of the National Airspace/Range Executive Council) welcomed everyone. He 
began by stating that the Department of Defense (DOD) is in the middle of a major “Transformation”  from 
conventional weapons systems that have evolved from the Second World War to very advanced weapons 
system such as the F-22, the F-35, and Unmanned Combat Weapons Systems. These systems require even 
greater dimensions of training airspace due to their greater speed and weapon delivery ranges. He stressed 
that everyone is competing for the airspace and effective sharing of the asset will be required. The Air Force 
is now looking for only what we need and will work with other stakeholders to resolve issues. 

 
C. Unit Operations Br iefings – 

 
• Western Air  Defense Sector  (WADS), McChord AFB, WA – Lt Col Bakke described WADS, 
located near Seattle, as a network of ground-based fixed, mobile and airborne radars and data links that 
detect, track, and identify unknown or threatening airborne objects. If required WADS will scramble or 
divert fighters to intercept, identify, and if required engage the unknown object. WADS is responsible for 
the western two-thirds of the nation and one-half of the normal air traffic within the United States. 
WADS radars process more than 80,000 radar returns daily and about one or two per day require a 
formal response. In 2005, 195 Targets of Interest were intercepted by fighter aircraft.  

o Modernization – Since September 11, 2001, WADS has been required to track all air traffic, not 
just the perimeter traffic that has been tracked since the beginning of the Cold War. The interface 
with the FAA system requires WADS to move to the new (BCS-F) radar system to integrate all 
sources of information.  
o Consolidation – The Northeast and Southeast Air Defense Sectors are being combined and 
WADS is expanding and will be required to backup all of the new Eastern Air Defense Sectors. That 
will require additional personnel and facilities. 
o Fighter  Unit Airspace – WADS either manages or provides Ground Controlled Intercept 
training in the Warning Areas along the Pacific coast and the Special Use Airspace in all the states 
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along the northern border from Washington to North Dakota and along the southern border from 
Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico as well as airspace within Colorado. 
o WADS Airspace Issues – 1) Better Radio, Radar, and Data Link coverage, 2) Standard Letters 
of Agreement with FAA Air Route Traffic Control Centers (ARTCC), and 3) Standard aircraft 
scramble procedures covering the entire CONUS area of operations. 
 

• 162nd Fighter  Wing, Tucson, AZ – Lt Col Salinas (162 Fighter Wing OG/CC). The mission of the 
162nd FW is to train United States and allied nations F-16 fighter pilots while participating as part of the 
Air Expeditionary Force (AEF) and maintaining Air Sovereignty Alert in F-16 aircraft at the Tucson 
International Airport. The Wing includes three fighter squadrons and supports the Air National Guard, 
Air Force Reserve Test Center test and evaluation mission. 

o Airspace and Ranges – Primary training airspace is the Barry M. Goldwater Range with 1.7 
million acres, four air-to-ground primary ranges and three advanced tactics ranges. Adjacent to the 
Goldwater Range is the Sells MOA used primarily by Luke AFB and the Ruby & Fuzzy MOAs that 
are Tucson’s primary transition training airspace. Advanced air to air training is conducted in the 
Outlaw and Jackal MOAs. The Reserve, Morenci, and Tombstone MOAs are used on a limited basis. 
o Airspace Issues – The major concern for training is the development of Special Security 
Airspace along the southern border of Arizona and New Mexico that overlaps a large portion of the 
airspace in the Sells, Ruby, and Tombstone MOAs and over the low level route, VR-263. 
 

• 129th Rescue Wing, Moffett Field, CA - Captain Br ian Finner ty (129 RQS). The 129th is located 
in the heart of Silicon Valley. The 129th Rescue Wing’s mission is to provide trained, well-equipped 
men and women who can augment the active force during national emergencies or war, and provide 
assistance during natural disasters and civil disturbances. The motto of the 129th Rescue Wing, "That 
Others May Live," refers to the primary mission of the Wing - to save lives. The members of the 129th 
have performed rescues under a variety of conditions - from rough Pacific seas to the rugged Sierra 
Nevada. The use a combination of HC-130 tankers and HH-60 helicopters. Many high-risk lifesaving 
missions involved long-range, over-water flights, air refueling of helicopters by the HC-130 aircraft, and 
skilled maneuvering by ships and helicopters to recover patients from the decks of these vessels. Since its 
designation as a rescue unit in 1975, the 129th has directly saved the lives of 300 people. 

o Airspace and Range – The units primary training airspace is a Low Altitude Tactical Navigation 
(LATN) area located south of the bay area. They utilize the Fort Hunter Leggett air to ground 
gunnery range 40 miles north of San Luis Obispo for their small weapons only. 
o Airspace Issues – The unit has lost the use of 2 of their 5 helicopter landing zones due to 
encroachment and they need a larger gunnery range to train with their 50 caliber weapons. The C-130 
needs another Landing Zone and Drop Zone. The C-130 had planned on using the Crows Landing LZ 
but that development is being reconsidered. Another problem has been the temporary loss of the use 
of the Fort Hunter Leggett dirt landing strip due to improvements required for C-17 operations. 
 

• Nellis Test and Training Range (NTTR), Las Vegas, NV – Mr . Bee mentioned that he brought 
along copies of the Nellis AFB – Mid-Air Collision Prevention Pamphlet that now includes “ lights-out”  
procedures for users of the Nellis AFB Airspace. The mission of the 414th Combat Training Squadron 
(414 CTS) is to conduct airpower training exercises known as Red Flags. A Red Flag is a realistic 
combat training exercise involving the air forces of the United States and its allies. It is conducted in the 
Nellis Test and Training Range (NTTR) with most types of combat and support aircraft participating, 
including the newest fighter the F-22. Creech AFB (formerly Indian Springs AFB) is now the home of 
three operational Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) squadrons. The 11th, 15th and 17th Reconnaissance 
Squadrons operate from the base. UAVs can be operated remotely within the vast 3.1 million acre Nellis 
Range and they generally remain in military airspace when operated in the U.S.  
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o Airspace and Range – Nellis-based aircraft and exercise aircraft utilize the many types of 
airspace associated with NTTR, that includes Restricted Areas (RA) from the surface to FL 600, 
Military Operations Areas (MOAs) 100 feet to FL 180, Air Traffic Control Assigned Airspace 
(ATCAAs) above the MOAs to FL 600, and Military Training Routes (MTRs) - high speed low level 
training routes below 10,000 MSL.  
o Airspace Issues – Increased range and speed capabilities of the F-22 have required a change in 
large force training to utilize the entire Nellis airspace to provide sufficient – though still less than 
desired - training space for new weapons systems. 
 

• 144th FW, Fresno, CA – Lt Col Sikora (144th FW). The 144th Fighter Wing’s primary mission is 
Homeland Defense. As one of the first units assigned to this role, the Wing has been providing security 
for California’s skies for almost 50 years. With the Unit’s central location, it provides excellent coverage 
and protection for the entire state's major population centers and critical infrastructures to include Los 
Angeles and the Bay area. In light of this, the 144th Fighter Wing and its 18 F-16s and aircrew have had 
the highest Noble Eagle tasking in the Air National Guard and the Air Force. Unit training consists of 12 
to 18 sorties per day/night.  

o Airspace and Range – The units two primary training areas are the Edwards Complex - R2508 -
and the over water Warning Areas. 
o Airspace Issues – There are very few issues concerning airspace. The Edwards Complex is 
shared with Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore and test missions from China Lake and some large 
scale exercises that included deployed aircraft. The unit would use the proposed Lemoore MOA if 
time were available once it is approved and charted. 
 

• Hawaii ANG, Honolulu, HI  - Colonel Joe K im (Commander, 154th Operations Group). The 199th 
Fighter Squadron is equipped with F-15 A/B Eagle aircraft which provide interceptor capability for the 
state's air defense system. The 199th is also tasked with augmenting the active duty U.S. Air Force with 
air superiority fighters during war or other contingencies. The 203rd Air Refueling Squadron is equipped 
with KC-135R Stratotanker aircraft which serve to provide worldwide, nonstop air-refueling for almost 
every type of U.S. fixed-wing aircraft. The 204th Airlift Squadron is equipped with C-130H2/H3 
Hercules tactical aircraft which transports National Guard and active duty troops for training, provides 
paratroop and tactical airdrop capabilities, and delivers relief supplies following natural disasters. The C-
130 unit will be converting to C-17 in the near future. 

o Airspace and Range – The Navy manages all of the special use airspace in Hawaii. 
o Airspace Issues – The only issue is the availability of airspace when a Carrier Group takes over 
all of the airspace within Hawaii. Another issue is the Army’s deployment of UAVs to Dillingham. 
 

• 150th Fighter  Wing, Albuquerque, NM - Major  Meyer . The unit flies 15 F-16C Block 40 Night 
Falcons. They also received a number of F-16C Block 30s to support the tactical training mission at Fort 
Bliss, as well as F-16Ds for pilot training. The units primary mission is air interdiction in support of the 
USAF’s Air Combat Command with worldwide deployment capability. Unit members recently 
completed a 90-day deployment to Iraq. 

o Airspace and Range - The unit uses three groups of special use airspace: the Cannon AFB 
complex that includes the Pecos MOAs and Melrose Range; the White Sands Missile Range where 
they are the lowest priority user; and the Cato MOA that they manage and schedule. 
o Airspace Issues – The unit has proposed the Smitty MOA under the CATO MOA to improve 
training. They are requesting control of the Cannon airspace and Melrose Range after the F-16 Wing 
at Cannon AFB is closed due to BRAC action. 
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• Barry M. Goldwater  Range, Ar izona – Mr . Chas Buchanan (56 RMO/ARO). The range’s 
primary users are the active duty Air Force units at Luke AFB and Davis Monthan AFB and the USMC 
units at Yuma MCAS. The other primary user of the range is the Arizona Air National Guard at Tucson 
IAP. There are more and more outside units requesting use of the tactical ranges. A key objective is to 
increase the overall satisfaction of each user. 

o Airspace Issues – The increased utilization of the airspace by Customs and Border Patrol is a 
major factor and simultaneous operations must be assured. 

 
• Luke AFB, Phoenix, AZ – Mr . Gillies (56 RMO/ASM). Luke AFB is the home of nine F-16 fighter 
training squadrons that use the MOAs to the west of the field, as well as the Sells MOA and the Barry M. 
Goldwater Range. The Arizona airspace users have been meeting on a quarterly basis for many years to 
schedule and work on problems with utilization as they occur. This has worked very well for Arizona 
Airspace and will continue. Additionally, Luke AFB and other units have an excellent outreach program 
to work with people possibly affected by military training. 

o Airspace and Ranges – Gladden, Baghdad, Sells MOAs and the Barry M. Goldwater Range. 
o Airspace Issues – The major issue in Arizona is the encroachment by the rapid community 
growth on military training and facilities. The State has been proactive but it may not be enough. 
 

• 161st Air  Refueling Wing, Phoenix, AZ - Lt Col Greene (161 ARW/SE) briefed that the 161st 
ARW received the re-engined R model KC-135 aircraft in 2004 and the residents surrounding Phoenix 
Sky Harbor airport have been very pleased with the reduction in noise. The unit primarily supports the 
training requirements of the Arizona training units and the NM ANG. The unit does not manage any 
airspace but utilizes many Air Refueling Tracks. 
 
• Travis AFB, Vacaville, CA - Captain Hietpas (60 OSS/OSO). The 60th Air Mobility Wing is the 
largest air mobility organization in the Air Force with two squadrons of C-5 Galaxy cargo aircraft and 
two squadrons of KC-10 Extender cargo/refueling aircraft. The wing handles more cargo and passengers 
than any other military air terminal in the United States. The 60th Air Mobility Wing is responsible for 
strategic airlift and air refueling missions circling the globe. The unit will begin replacing the C-5 aircraft 
with C-17s this year. The new aircraft will provide strategic airlift but will have need capabilities with 
tactical low level navigation and off-load capability. 

o Airspace and Ranges – The wing uses Air Refueling Tracks to on-load and off-load fuel for 
training and strategic airlift. 
o Airspace Issues – With the arrival of the C-17, the wing will have new training requirements for 
low level navigation and tactical delivery as well as tactical landing training. Air Mobility Command 
is assisting Travis in developing IR military training routes and also trying to develop a tactical 
landing zone. The previously designated site at Crows Landing is being reconsidered. 
 

D. Global Hawk – Mr . Schuller  (9 OSS/OSOH). An Air Force goal is to have one-third of the deep strike 
aircraft unmanned. Global Hawk is a high altitude (Flight Level 600) tactical reconnaissance vehicle that will 
aid this mix of manned and unmanned aircraft. 

• Advantages over man aircraft include operational range and endurance with typically 24-hour long 
missions. These aircraft are operated by a pilot and mission operator crew that control the mission in four 
hour shifts. Global Hawk is an all digital reconnaissance platform with multiple sensors that can operate 
up to 35 hours completely autonomously.  
• Disadvantages include having only a single-engine, single-generator and only 45 minutes of battery 
power for flight to an acceptable alternate landing location. If control is lost, the system will complete the 
preprogrammed flight to the planned destination and if no control is attained prior to landing the system 
will proceed to the planned alternate field where it will circle the field then land and stop straight ahead 
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on the landing runway. If the aircraft loses power, it will execute the planned engine out divert to the 
nearest airfield that existed in the systems data base. 
 

E. BLM – Forest Service – Mr . Gall (BLM - Nevada State Office). Mr. Gall began by stating that he was 
standing in for Ms. Julie Stewart who was unable to attend the meeting and that with such short notice he was 
unable to get Ms. Stewart’s briefing.  

• Mr. Gall presented a brief overview of the 2005 Fire Season and expanded on the Nevada land 
managers interface with the military at Nellis Test and Training Range where the BLM assists with Fire 
Support in addition to the animal counting responsibility that uses aircraft at very low altitude, in most 
cases at 200 feet Above Ground Level. The Letter of Agreement with the Air Force provides excellent 
co-operation between agencies. The co-ordination in Southern Nevada was excellent and was 
successfully in keeping DOD aircraft away and out of danger.  
• The BLM continues to work closely with NTTR, UTTR, and Fallon and now with Mt. Home on the 
co-ordination required for the up-coming 2006 Fire Season.  A problem was encountered during the past 
Fire Season as non-US citizens were used as contract aircrew working on a fire within the NTTR. The 
expansion of special use airspace is an issue for the BLM and they will be working toward solutions to 
issues.  
• One major improvement during the past year is the ability for Fire Dispatchers to log on to the FAA 
web site and create Fire TFRs in real time. The TFR author will also have the ability to use a cell phone 
to closely co-ordinate with the FAA on necessary modifications to keep them timely.   
• The upcoming fire season is shaping up to be severe in Arizona and New Mexico due to the 
continued drought conditions for the interior southwest. BLM and the Forest Service are forecasting an 
early and long fire season. 

 
F. National Park Service – Mr . Oppermann (NPS Consultant). Mr. Oppermann noted that he had been 
working with Regional Airspace Councils since 1995.  

• The Park Service is involved with aviation as an operator, the manager of Air Tour management 
plans through Public Law 106-181, and as the keeper of aviation history. 
• A NPS mission is to restore natural sounds to the parks through limiting aircraft and snowmobile 
operations with park boundaries. 
• Current Natural Sounds Program (NSP) activities include working on Air Tour Plans for the 
Hawaiian Parks, Badlands, Lake Mead, and Mount Rushmore. The NPS is working with the FAA on 
restoring natural quiet at Grand Canyon NP and developing Soundscape management plans for Zion and 
Mojave NPS, while considering Mr. Rainier, Yosemite, Devils Post Pile, Sequoia/Kings Canyon and the 
Muir Woods National Parks.  
• Trust has been developed between the NPS and AF and that needs to be preserved through facility 
visits both at the Parks and at the Bases. 
• A very successful joint venture between the NPS and Air Force produced an excellent source 
document on overflight issues in the Western Pacific region 
• Mr. Oppermann concluded by thanking the many past and present people that have contributed to 
improving inter-agency relationships and solving many problems. The NPS must continue efforts to 
educate and be educated at these regional airspace meetings. 
 

G. AOPA Perspectives - Mr. Twombly (AOPA) 
• Goal: The goal of AOPA is make aviation safe, fun, and accessible to the public. The more than 
400,000 AOPA members include flight instructors, corporate operators, agricultural pilots, medical 
transport pilots, and recreational fliers. 
• Special Use Airspace (SUA): Military pilots are continuously training and maintain a high level of 
proficiency while General Aviation (GA) pilots do not train similarly. A survey taken by AOPA 
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indicated that 73% of GA pilots deviate around SUA. The same survey indicated that 92% of AOPA 
members feel that real-time information about the status of SUA is important and is a major concern. 
This survey indicates that 72% of pilots will inquire about gunnery range status. 

o UAVs: AOPA has concerns with introduction of UAVs into the National Airspace System and 
believe that an equivalent level of safety similar to that of a GA pilot must be met. UAVs along the 
southern boarder are also a major concern to GA pilots wishing to navigate alone and across the 
southern border where more than 1,300 aircraft are based. 
o Phoenix Airspace: The Luke SFRA proposal is a good example of getting GA involved in the 
process. We want to be available at the earliest possible stage in order to help mitigate impacts to our 
members. 
 

H. State Aviation Officials 
• New Mexico – Mr . York (NM State Aviation Div) briefed the council that his office is the state’s 
proponent for General Aviation. The state has significant Special Use Airspace which must be avoided 
by GA aircraft. Southern Border  TFR: A major concern is that a 15-NM wide TFR alone the border 
south of the White Sands Special Use Airspace will leave almost no VFR airspace left to traverse the El 
Paso area.  
• Ar izona – Mr .  Boucher  (ADOT Aeronautics Division) began his briefing by welcoming the council 
to Arizona. Mr. Boucher commended the military airspace users in the state for their creation and open 
participation in the Arizona Airspace Users Group. This group has provided good co-ordination between 
Military and Civilian GA pilots and has worked on concepts to accommodate the many users of the 
airspace in Arizona. 

 
3. January 18th Session Adjourned: Colonel Ramage adjourned the day’s session at 5 pm. 
 
4. Council Proceedings for  January 19, 2006 
 

A. Opening Remarks – Colonel Ramage call the meeting to order and mentioned that the scheduled DHS 
– UAV Operations briefing would be moved to the first item to allow additional time for a DOD, DHS, and 
FAA breakout to commence after the DHS briefing to work on procedures that will best allow simultaneous 
operations along the southern border. 
 
B. DHS – UAV Operations – Mr . McNall (CBP - UAV Operations) began his briefing with the new post 
Sept. 11, 2001 priority mission statement: “Preventing terrorists and terrorist weapons from entering the 
United States.”  For the 2005 Fiscal Year, the Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) made 1.15 million arrests, 
seized 1.2 million pounds of marijuana and 12,000 pounds of cocaine. Nationally the CBP has 258 aircraft 
and within Arizona the have flying operations from five locations employing fixed wing prop and jet aircraft, 
helicopters, and now the Predator B UAV that was purchased in October 2005.  

• The Predator  B has a greater than 30 hours on-station endurance up to 50,000 feet with a maximum 
speed of 250 knots and a loiter speed of 73 knots. The aircraft has the capability of performing multiple 
missions simultaneously due to its large payload. The current operational area is the southern border of 
Arizona. Additional aircraft will be acquired to complete coverage from the California coast to the Texas 
coast. 
• UAV advantages: The Predator allows covert operations due to its low acoustic signature. Its large 
payload allows it to carry a variety of intelligence gathering suites. It can cover a large area, all of the 
major smuggling corridors in Arizona, and relocate quickly to another area of operations. 
• Current Program Status: The FAA has established a Temporary Flight Restricted (TFR) Zone for 
UAV operations with the issuance of a COA on January 6, 2006 that extends 15 miles from the border 
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approximately 300 miles long with vertical limits from 12,000 to 14,000 feet MSL. A goal is to operate 
in Class A airspace. 
 

C. Military Reps to the FAA – Perspectives/Issues: 
 

• Air  Force Rep to FAA - Major  Bar ton (AFREP (AWP 910), FAA WP Region). Major Barton 
introduced Lt. Col David Sampson as the last AFRep to the Western Pacific Region. Effective July 1, 
2006 the admin position will transfer to Seattle and the Western Pacific office will close when Lt. Col. 
Sampson is transferred, estimated to be in early 2009.  

o OE-AAA Training: It is important for each unit to have people trained in how to utilize Tower 
Notification information to insure their airspace will not be impacted by new towers. All MTRs are 
plotted on and presented on sectional charts with the new towers. Training from the FAA Academy 
may be possible in May. 
o GPS Approaches: As airports without instrument approaches are establishing GPS approaches, 
we must be aware of the potential impact on MTRs and MOAs. 
 

• Navy Rep to FAA - CDR Swedensky (NAVREP - FAA WP Region (AWP-530)). CDR Swedensky 
briefed that the Navy Rep Office reports to the Chief of Naval Operations Airspace and Air Traffic 
Control office.  They are the Navy's Airspace Manager. NAVREPs provide liaison between regional 
airspace coordinators and regional FAA headquarters. Navy and Marine personnel at the WP Regional 
expect to be reassigned to Seattle. 

o UAVs:  The Navy has UAV issues similar to those of the Air Force. The Navy will be receiving 
the Global Hawk to be based with NAVAIR, Patuxent River NAS Maryland. The Navy also operates 
several smaller UAVs that are certified by NAVAIR or the Operational Commander (OCE).  The 
same "see and avoid" issues apply. 
o Airspace Issues: In 2002, the Navy and California ANG initiated the establishment of a new 
Special Use Airspace (SUA) consisting of a Military Operations Area (MOA) and Air Traffic 
Controlled Assigned Airspace (ATCAA) at NAS Lemoore, California. The airspace would be 30 by 
70 nautical miles. The airspace would enable Navy squadrons at NAS Lemoore and the California 
ANG to meet training requirements. The ARTCC had coordinated the airspace concept. Then the 
FAA reorganized. There are now conflicts with the new airspace. They have had no comment from 
the FAA. 
 

• Army Rep to FAA – LTC Kowal (DARR - FAA Western Pacific Region (AWP-920)). The Army 
has many of the same issues that the Air Force and Navy. The office will remain in Los Angeles for two 
more years and Lt Col Kowal expects to be the last DARR at the Western Pacific Region.  

o UAVs: The biggest issue is the need for Special Use Airspace to support UAV operations. 
o Army Facilities: The Army Aviation installations in Arizona, California, and Nevada are 
supporting accelerated training to support current Army and the increased National Guard 
operational training requirements. Aviation operations are conducted at Moffett Field and Fort 
Hunter Liggett in California and Yuma Proving Grounds and Fort Huachuca in Arizona. Fort 
Huachuca with its Restricted Airspace is the Army’s primary UAV training area. 
o For t Bliss: Fort Bliss in El Paso will soon be the home of nearly one-half of all of the Army’s 
Armored Divisions as units return from Europe. 
 

D. Warfighter  Br ief – Lt Col Car illo (150 FW / OG) briefed that the Nation is at war and the Air National 
Guard is supporting active duty elements by being “Ready, Reliable, and Relevant.”  
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• Ready: Units must be ready to employ weapons in a hostile environment at times with allied troops 
engaged with the enemy in close proximity of civilians. In such an environment they must be able to kill 
the hostile elements without killing any friendly troops or any non-combatant civilians. 
• Reliable: Units are part of the Air Expeditionary Force (AEF) rotation with a 15-month cycle to 
prepare for the next deployment. 
• Relevant:  Units must train as they will fight because with the current world environment they will 
be in a combat environment on a regular basis. Training must include new weapons and new capabilities 
with survivable stand-off capabilities. Training in a realistic urban environment with the intelligence, 
command, control, and data environment associated with today’s combat environment. 
   

E. FAA Perspectives  
 

• ATOs and TMUs - Mr . Lowe (Director, Tactical Operations, FAA Central Service Area (ATO-R)) 
gave with an overview of the current organization of the FAA Operations Units. 

o Space: The next frontier – civilian space flight is a major concern that the FAA is currently 
planning for. Fifteen companies have announced plans for space operations.  
o ATO: Mr. Lowe is the Director, Tactical Operations for Central Service Area, Air Traffic 
Organization (ATO),  one of five Directors in the Continental US. Four of the top ten busiest airports 
in the country are located in the Los Angeles, Las Vegas, and Phoenix triangle. The ATO offices 
attempt to provide a plan to accommodate military training while offering the most expeditious 
routes around weather when required. 
o Strategic Planning: The FAA’s Traffic Management Units (TMU) host a daily conference call 
that attempts to meet all competing requirements for airspace for that day. The TMUs are planning 
for the next generation of aircraft by working with all airspace customers to accommodate the 
changing mission requirements with a special emphasis on support of UAV operations. 
 

• MADE (Military Airspace Data Entry) - Mr . Perkins (FAA Headquarters). The FAA decided to 
redo the special use airspace tracking system into a web-based system to enable easy data entry and to 
provide users with near real-time usage information. The system was designed to accept DOD 
“Automated Daily Schedule Inputs”  and archive data to be used to create airspace utilization reports. The 
MADE software will streamline the data entry process and is designed to be a tool for the users. The 
system is currently available and in use a several sites. We are Beta testing future software versions for 
release which enhance the usability of the system. 
 
• Special Use Airspace Processing - Mr . McGrath (FAA - Central Terminal Services Area (AGL 
530.8)). In the FAA re-organization, airspace and environment processing is consolidated in three service 
areas with the West at Seattle. New Mexico will be in the Central area at Ft Worth.  

o The FAA / DOD Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) concerning environmental review 
of SUA actions was signed and became effective in October 2005. That MOU defines lead and 
cooperating agency responsibilities and addresses Categorical Exclusions. The DOD document is 32 
C.F.R. Part 989 and the FAA documentation is in FAA Order 1050.1E. FAA Order 7400.2E provides 
the procedures for handling airspace matters and a new Chapter 32, addresses environmental matters. 
o Besides 7400.2E, the proponent must reference FAA Order 1050.1E, Environmental Impacts; 
Policies and Procedures. Very important. 
o Key Issues: Consistency, act as cooperating agency, and participate early in both the airspace 
and environment process. The FAA will participate in Environmental Determination and provide for 
the use of an Abbreviated Environmental Assessment (a shortened EA, not a CATEX). 
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o The FAA reply to the proponent's request for the FAA to be a cooperating agency will include, in 
addition to accepting the request, information for the proponent as to what documents to reference 
from the FAA side, and additional information helpful for the proponent. 
o Cr itical: The aeronautical proposal and the environmental descriptions must agree completely. 
 

F. Wind Energy – Mr . Arenson (AFCEE/CCR-S). The Air Force Western Regional Environmental Office 
(REO) located in San Francisco includes the four western states (Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada) and 
Guam. The REO support services mission through coordination, communication and facilitation of regional 
environmental issues. 

• Wind Generated Energy Facilities: There are two primary issues: Obstructions and Radar 
Interference. Windmills can affect radar performance by changing air-to-air detection capabilities, create 
false alarms, and affect moving target detection and mapping capabilities. 
• Where is the Wind? In the Western Pacific Region the sites with the greatest wind generating 
potential exist on the western slope of rising terrain. The west coast of California and the Deserts of 
Southern California have the best wind potential. Scattered areas in Arizona and Nevada present 
acceptable conditions for wind generation of energy. 
• DOD Regional Wind Working Group: The working group was developed to familiarize each 
concerned party with the missions of others and facilitate discussion, exchange information, and resolve 
areas of concern. The group has been successful in maintaining communication between agencies and 
developing an outreach program. The group has developed State-wide Maps with wind farm locations 
and areas of potentially high energy availability. 
• Lessons Learned: Early engagement with project proponents. Create a robust GIS product. When 
appropriate, have a joint DOD engagement with the land use decision makers and ensure the DOD lead is 
a local advocate. 
• Energy Policy Act of 2005 – Energy Corr idors:  This act promotes the use of alternative energy 
and directs that not later than two years after enactment corridors for oil, gas, and hydrogen pipelines and 
electricity transmission and distribution facilities on Federal land in the eleven contiguous Western 
States are to be designated. This has significant implications for military training. DoD is engaged with 
other Federal agencies in this process. 

 
G. Recap of DoD-DHS Breakout — Colonel Mixon summarized the breakout session held to coordinate 

near-border activities. 
- Telcon with DHS and FAA 
- Will develop Letters of Procedure 
- Will establish DoD-DHS agreements on how to separate aircraft 
- The TFR will have minimal impact 
- FAA to discuss with AOPA on 20 January 

 
H. Action I tem Recap – Mr . Rose (Apogen Technologies). Accepted for further action by the council: 

 
Action I tem: C-17 Low level navigation training impacts on Pu`uhonua o Honaunau National 
Histor ical Park that preserves the site where, up until the early 19th century, Hawaiians who broke a 
kapu or one of the ancient laws against the gods could avoid certain death by fleeing to this place of 
refuge or "pu`uhonua". The NPS only received notice of the route when the FONSI was published. 
 
OPR: The Air Force Ranges and Airspace Division (AF/A3O-AR) will research the airspace action. 
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I . Closing Remarks – Brig Gen Akey. Thanks to all for participating in this forum. Good communication! 
This is the last meeting for Colonel Ramage. We all thank him for his years of involvement and service. 

 
 

5. Next Meeting – A Management Council meeting will be held in January 2007 on a date and at a location to 
be determined. 
 
6. Meeting Adjourn: Colonel Ramage adjourned the Management Session at 11:30 am.  
 
7. Approved:  
 
 
// Signed // 

  
// Signed // 

KENNETH RAMAGE, Colonel, USAF 
Arizona Air National Guard 
Co-Chairman, Western Pacific Region 
Airspace/ Range Council 

 MICHAEL MIXON, Colonel, USAF 
Director, Air Force Office, Headquarters FAA  
Air Force Directorate of Operations and Training 
Acting Co-Chairman, Western Pacific Region 
Airspace/Range Council 

 
Attachments: 
 1.  Agenda 
 2.  List of Attendees 
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Air Force Western Pacific Region 
Airspace/Range Council 

Phoenix, AZ 
18-19 January 2006 

 

18 January  Management Session 
 
 
1:00 Welcoming Remarks Colonel Ramage 
 
1:15 National Overview Brig Gen Akey 
 

1:45 Unit Operations Briefings Lt Col Jergensen 

  - Aircraft 
  - Airspace 
  - Problems and Issues Being Worked or Recently Solved 
 
 (Opportunity for other agencies to identify issues)  
 
2:45 Break 
 

3:15 Global Hawk Mr. Schuller 

 

3:30 BLM – Forest Service Ms. Stewart 

 

3:45 National Park Service Mr. Oppermann 

 
4:00 AOPA  Mr. Twombly 
 

4:15 State Aviation Officials TBD 

 
4:30 Breakout Sessions for Tomorrow? Lt Col Jergensen 
 -  
 
4:45 Session Wrap Up Colonel Ramage 
 
 
  ( over )
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Air Force Western Pacific Region 
Airspace/Range Council 

Phoenix, AZ 
18-19 January 2006 

 

19 January  Management Session 
 
 
8:00 Opening Remarks Colonel Ramage 
 
8:10 Warfighter Brief  
 
8:30 Military Reps to the FAA — Perspectives/Issues Lt Col Sampson; Major Barton 
    CDR Swedensky 
    LTC Kowal 
 
8:45      Military Airspace Data Entry (MADE) Tool         Mr. Rowe 
 
9:00 FAA Perspectives Mr. Lowe; Mr. Perkins 
    Mr. McGrath 
 
9:40 BREAK 
 
10:10 DHS – UAV Ops Mr. McNall 
    Mr. Paladini 
 
10:25 Wind Energy Mr. Arenson 
 
10:55 Breakout Sessions 
   -  
   - 
 
11:40 Breakout Summaries 
 
11:50 Action Item Recap Mr. Rose 
 
11:55 Next Meeting Colonel Ramage 
 
12:00 Adjourn Colonel Ramage 

 



ATTENDEES 

Western Pacific Region Airspace/Range Council — Management Session — 18-19 January 2006                          Atch 2 - 1 

Brig Gen Michael Akey DSN:  256-7485 
HQ MA ANG/CC Comm:  (508) 233-7485 
50 Maple Street Cell: (413) 209-4922 
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Mr. Mark Brown DSN:   
Concept Solutions Comm:   
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Reston, VA  20190 E-mail:  mark.brown@conceptsolutions.com 
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Lt Col Kent Dukes DSN:  844-6894 
162 OG/OSF Comm:  (520) 295-6894 
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  E-mail:  kent.dukes@aztucs.ang.af.mil 
 
Captain Brian Finnerty DSN:  359-9357 
129 RQS Comm:  (650) 603-9357 
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA   Cell: (505) 264-0632 
  E-mail:  brian.finnerty@camoff.ang.af.mil 
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Reno, NV  89502 E-mail:  michael.gullihur@nvreno.ang.af.mil 
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Captain Greg Hietpas DSN:  837-3693 
60 OSS/OSO Comm:   
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Brig Gen Marty Holland DSN:   
HQ NMANG / Chief of Joint Staff Comm:  (505) 857-0954 
PO Box 90446 Cell:  
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CDR Dave Swedensky DSN:   
NAVREP - FAA WP Region (AWP-530) Comm:  (310) 725-3904 
PO Box 92007 Cell:  
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